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a fascinating exploration of human history over the last ten thousand years

the origins of human society traces the development of human culture from its origins
over 2 million years ago to the emergence of literate civilization in addition to a
global coverage of prehistoric life the book pays specific attention to the origins and
dispersal of anatomically modern humans the development of symbolic expression the
transition from mobile foraging bands to sedentary households early agriculture and
its consequences the emergence of social differentiation and hereditary ranking and
the prehistoric roots of ancient states and empires the blackwell history of the world
series the goal of this ambitious series is to provide an accessible source of knowledge
about the entire human past for every curious person in every part of the world it will
comprise some two dozen volumes of which some provide synoptic views of the history
of particular regions while others consider the world as a whole during a particular
period of time the volumes are narrative in form giving balanced attention to social
and cultural history in the broadest sense as well as to institutional development and
political change each provides a systematic account of a very large subject but they
are also both imaginative and interpretative the series is intended to be accessible to
the widest possible readership and the accessibility of its volumes is matched by the
style of presentation and production

this book is a study of modern politics from a socialist and left wing perspective as a
collection of essays on political ideas it presents an analysis of the crisis of our times
through examining the various crises and problems which define modern society it
considers individual political aspects of the contemporary problems of capitalist
politics ranging from economic crisis to social crisis from imperialism to the
environmental crisis as such it serves to outline a solid argument for a better politics
today the politics of socialism and democratic socialism

our history from the stone age to today

this book tells what we know of man how he first lived how he worked with other men
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what kinds of houses he built what tools he made and how he formed a government
under which to live so we learn of the activities of men in the past and what they have
passed on to us in this way we may become acquainted with the different stages in the
process which we call civilization the present trend of specialization in study and
research has brought about widely differentiated courses of study in schools and a
large number of books devoted to special subjects each course of study and each book
must necessarily represent but a fragment of the subject this method of intensified
study is to be commended indeed it is essential to the development of scientific truth
those persons who can read only a limited number of books and those students who
can take only a limited number of courses of study need books which present a
connected survey of the movement of social progress as a whole and which blaze a
trail through the accumulation of learning and give an adequate perspective of
human achievement it is hoped then that this book will form the basis of a course of
reading or study that will give the picture in small compass of this most fascinating
subject if it serves its purpose well it will be the introduction to more special study in
particular fields or periods that the story of this book may be always related more
closely with the knowledge and experience of the individual reader questions and
problems have been added at the conclusion of each chapter which may be used as
subjects for discussion or topics for themes for those who wish to pursue some
particular phase of the subject a brief list of books has been selected which may
profitably be read more intensively

this companion provides a wide ranging and up to date overview of the conceptual
issues that history as a discipline and mode of thought gives rise to the book offers
both historical and systematic treatments of these issues as well as addressing their
contemporary relevance structured in three parts modes and schools of historical
thought epistemology and metaphysics of history and issues and challenges in
historical theory it offers the reader a wide scope and expert treatment of each topic
in this vibrant field that can be read in any order an international team of experts
both discuss the basis of their topic and present their own view offering the reader a
cutting edge contribution while ensuring their chapters are of interest to both students
and specialists in the field of historical theory and engaging with the very nature of
historical thought the metaphysics of historical existence the politics of history writing
and the intelligibility of the historical process the volume is an indispensable
companion to the study of history and essential reading for anyone interested in the
reflection on the nature of history and our historical existence

debate rages within the catholic church about the ethics of war and peace but the
simple question of why wars begin is too often neglected catholics assumptions about
the causes of conflict are almost always drawn uncritically from international relations
theory a field dominated by liberalism realism and marxism which is not always
consistent with catholic theology in the origins of war matthew a shadle examines
several sources to better understand why war happens his retrieval of biblical
literature and the teachings of figures from church tradition sets the course for the
book shadle then explores the growing awareness of historical consciousness within the
catholic tradition the way beliefs and actions are shaped by time place and culture he
examines the work of contemporary catholic thinkers like pope john paul ii jacques
maritain john courtney murray dorothy day brian hehir and george weigel in the
constructive part of the book shadle analyzes the movement within international
relations theory known as constructivism which proposes that war is largely governed
by a set of socially constructed and cultural influences constructivism shadle claims
presents a way of interpreting international politics that is highly amenable to a
catholic worldview and can provide a new direction for the christian vocation of
peacemaking

this is a new release of the original 1961 edition

organized as a companion volume to karl rahner s master work foundations of
christian faith this book now again available also provides the most useful introduction
to his theology as a whole each chapter presents a broad commentary on the
corresponding chapter of foundations beginning with rahner s method and
anthropology and concluding with his theology of the church and eschatology it
includes a separate chapter on rahner s moral thought valuable for classroom or
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individual use this volume provides questions for discussion suggestions for further
reading and an extensive glossary of specialized terminology

reproduction of the original history of human society by frannk w blackmar

this volume provides a valuable contribution to our knowledge of eighteenth and
nineteenth century intellectual life inside and outside germany prof karl s guthke
harvard university this elegant collection of essays ranges across eighteenth and
nineteenth century thought covering philosophy science literature and religion in the
age of goethe a recognised authority in the field nisbet grapples with the major voices
of the enlightenment and gives pride of place to the figures of lessing herder goethe
and schiller these eleven essays range widely in their compass of thought and
intellectual discourse dealing incisively with themes including the philosophical
implications of literature and the relationship between religion science and politics the
result is an accomplished reflection on german thought but also on its rebirth as nisbet
argues for the relevance of these enlightenment thinkers for the readers of today the
first half of this collection focuses predominantly on eighteenth century thought where
names like lessing goethe and herder but also locke and voltaire feature the second
has a wider chronological scope discussing authors such as winckelmann and schiller
while branching out from discussions of religion philosophy and literature to explore
the sciences issues of biology early environmentalism and natural history also form
part of this volume the collection concludes with an examination of changing attitudes
towards art in the aftermath of the age of goethe the essays in this volume have been
previously published separately but are brought together in this collection to present
nisbet s widely acclaimed perspectives on this fascinating period of german thought it
will be of interest to scholars and students of the intellectual life of europe during the
enlightenment while its engaging and lucid style will also appeal to the general reader

analyzes both the social and biological evolution of humans from the spoken language
to today s institutions
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