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even among the mob the westies were feared out of a partnership between two

sadistic thugs james coonan and mickey featherstone the gang dominated the

decaying slice of new york city s west side known as hell s kitchen in the 1970s and

80s excelling in extortion numbers running loansharking and drug peddling they

became the  most  notorious  gang in  the  history  of  organized  crime the  then

prosecutor rudolf giuliani called them the most savage organisation in the long

history of new york street gangs upping the ante on brutality and depravity their

speciality  when it  came to punishment and killings was dismemberment their
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reign lasted almost twenty their end would come as their own violent natures got

the best of them and precipitated a downfall as infamous as their rise this revised

and updated edition brings the story of the westies up to date with where are they

now snapshots of the men and women of the westies

in gangs and organized crime george w knox gregg w etter and carter f smith offer

an informed and carefully investigated examination of gangs and organized crime

groups  covering  street  gangs  prison  gangs  outlaw  motorcycle  gangs  and

organized crime groups from every continent the authors have spent decades

investigating gangs as well as researching their history and activities and this dual

professional  academic  perspective  informs their  analysis  of  gangs and crime

groups  they  take  a  multidisciplinary  approach  that  combines  criminal  justice

public policy and administration law organizational behavior sociology psychology

and  urban  planning  perspectives  to  provide  insight  into  the  actions  and

interactions of a variety of groups and their members this textbook is ideal for

criminal justice and sociology courses on gangs as well as related course topics

like gang behavior gang crime and the inner city organized crime families and

transnational  criminal  groups gangs and organized crime is  also an excellent

addition to the professional s reference library or primer for the general reader

more information is available at the supporting website gangsandorganizedcrime

com

get a taste of new york s underworld by seeing where mobsters lived worked ate

played and died from the bowery boys and the five points gang through the rise of

the jewish kosher nostra and the ascendance of the italian mafia mobsters have

played a major role in the city s history lurking just around the corner or inside that

nondescript building bill the butcher poole paul kelly monk eastman lucky luciano

carlo gambino meyer lansky mickey spillane john gotti each held sway over new

york neighborhoods that nurtured them and gave them power as families and

factions  fought  for  control  the city  became a backdrop for  crime scenes the

rackets spreading after world war ii to docks airports food markets and garment

districts the streets of  brooklyn swamps of staten island and vacant lots near

laguardia  airport  hosted assassinations  and hasty  burials  for  the  unlucky  the

bloodlettings arrests and trials became front page fodder for tabloids that thrived
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on  covering  mulberry  street  chinese  russian  and  greek  mobsters  rose  to

prominence and wrought bloody havoc as well each of the book s five sections

one  for  each  borough  traces  criminal  activities  and  area  exploits  from  the

nineteenth century to now everyone knows about umberto s clam house in little

italy  but  now  you  can  find  scarpato  s  restaurant  in  coney  island  where  joe

masseria was killed by henchmen of salvatore maranzano who in turn died in a

park avenue office building at the hands of lucky luciano a few months later from

the  bronx  to  brighton  beach  from  new  springville  to  ozone  park  here  is  a

comprehensive on the ground guide to mob life in the rotten apple

an unsolved murder investigation in 1970s ireland from one of canada s finest

novelists ottawa review of books shay rynne grew up in the corporation flats public

housing in fenian street dublin he has always toyed with the idea of joining the

garda síochána the irish police but  in  the early  1970s young fellows from the

tenements of dublin have not been welcomed in the police force when his friend

rosaleen is killed and the case goes unsolved shay decides to put on the uniform of

a dublin garda and sets out to find the killer the murder inquiry makes an enemy of

the detective who failed in the first investigation shay knows detective mccreevy is

just waiting for the chance to get revenge but the violent death of a prominent

politician gives shay the opportunity to prove himself perhaps even be promoted

shay works with the lead detective on the murder inquiry and his star is rising until

suspicion falls on a member of shay s own family so shay is off the case officially

determined to clear his family name his under the radar investigation takes him

from an opulent mansion in dublin to hell s kitchen in new york and his good friend

father brennan burke has some surprising contacts for shay in the shadowy world

of new york s irish mob

forget what you think you know about the mafia after reading this book even life

long mob aficionados will have a new perspective on organized crime informative

authoritative and eye opening this is the first full length book devoted exclusively to

uncovering the hidden history of  how the mafia came to dominate organized

crime  in  new  york  city  during  the  1930s  through  1950s  based  on  exhaustive

research of archives and secret files obtained through the freedom of information

act author and attorney c alexander hortis draws on the deepest collection of
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primary  sources  many  newly  discovered  of  any  history  of  the  modern  mob

shattering myths hortis reveals how cosa nostra actually obtained power at the

inception  the  author  goes  beyond  conventional  who  shot  who  mob  stories

providing answers to fresh questions such as why did the sicilian gangs come out

on top of the criminal underworld can economics explain how the mafia families

operated what was the mafia s real role in the drug trade why was cosa nostra

involved in gay bars in new york since the 1930s drawing on an unprecedented

array of primary sources the mob and the city is the most thorough and authentic

history of the mafia s rise to power in the early to mid twentieth century

nils t granlund 1882 1957 created the first movie preview filmed the first commercial

was the first to broadcast a live sports event and as a popular radio personality

introduced the jazz age to america via his broadcasts from harlem s cotton club

he is also acknowledged as the creator of the modern nightclub introducing the

high kicking chorus line to the stages of las vegas but though he was among the

highest grossing entertainers of the world war ii  era famous enough to star as

himself in several hollywood films he died virtually penniless and today is all but

forgotten this work is a comprehensive biography of the man known as ntg from

his herding reindeer in sweden to shepherding the most beautiful chorus girls on

broadway

in this book we have hand picked the most sophisticated unanticipated absorbing

if not at times crackpot original and musing book reviews of the westies inside new

york s irish mob don t say we didn t warn you these reviews are known to shock

with  their  unconventionality  or  intimacy some may be startled by  their  biting

sincerity others may be spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy don t buy

this book if 1 you don t have nerves of steel 2 you expect to get pregnant in the next

five minutes 3 you ve heard it all

this book aims to highlight the causes why the prohibition era led to an evolution of

the new york mob from a rural ethnic and small scale to an urban american and

wide scale crime the temperance project advocated by the wasp elite since the

early nineteenth century turned into prohibition only after the end of wwi with the

enactment of the eighteenth amendment by considering the success that war
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prohibition made to the soldiers psychophysical condition congress aimed to shift

this political move even to civil society so it was that the italian irish and jewish

mobs took the chance to spread their bribe system to local politics due to the

lucrative  alcohol  bootlegging new york  became the  core  of  the  national  anti

prohibition  where  the  smuggling  from  canada  and  europe  merged  into  the

legendary manhattan nightclubs and speakeasies with the coming of the great

depression  the  republican  party  was  aware  about  the  failure  of  this  political

measure  leading  to  the  making  of  a  new  corporate  underworld  the  book  is

addressed to historians of new york historians of crime and historians of modern

america as well  as to an audience of  readers interested in the history of  the

prohibition era

when unlucky gambler rico gambini is found with his throat slashed police suspect

a mob hit until they uncover his secret history of domestic violence for teri rico s

death means she no longer has to live in fear but the nightmare is far from over the

successful  book cover  illustrator  cannot  begin  to  guess at  the chilling motive

behind her husband s murder and she has just become the prime suspect

a compassionate america has spent more than 5 trillion on welfare programs over

three decades but the poor haven t vanished and the self destructive behavior

that  imprisons  many in  poverty  has  become an intergenerational  inheritance

drawing on the city journal s superlative reporting what makes charity work shows

in  concrete  and compelling detail  how government  assistance to  the  poor  is

doomed to failure because it treats them as victims of forces beyond their control

robs them of a sense of personal responsibility and neglects the virtues they need

to escape poverty contrasting case studies of charities both old and new show

how charity  can succeed spectacularly  when it  encourages  the  poor  to  take

control  of  their  own  lives  and  teaches  them  habits  of  self  reliance  and  the

traditional virtues here are accounts of charities that follow these precepts and

have not only brought individuals into the economic and social mainstream but

have delivered whole classes of people from poverty and degradation into the

middle class in a single generation as welfare reform unfolds and as the nation

calculates how to implement the charitable choice provision of the 1996 welfare

reform act that allows government to use private and religious charities in helping
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the poor policymakers and concerned americans will find both encouraging and

cautionary  case  studies  in  what  makes  charity  work  here  is  an  urgent  issue

considered in vivid practical and unfailingly absorbing fashion

this book provides a comprehensive review of all the critical elements relevant to

the growing phenomenon of gang life it  is  designed to provide the necessary

background material of gangs so that readers gain a clear idea of the cultural and

structural components of gang activity this book provides an examination of the

history of gangs socio psychological aspects of individual and group behavior the

major theories and socio economic reasons as to why gangs exist descriptions of

all types of gangs as well as law enforcement techniques

here is  the shocking true saga of  the irish  american mob in  paddy whacked

bestselling author and organized crime expert t j english brings to life nearly two

centuries  of  irish  american  gangsterism  which  spawned  such  unforgettable

characters as mike king mike mcdonald chicago s subterranean godfather big bill

dwyer  new  york  s  most  notorious  rumrunner  during  prohibition  mickey

featherstone troubled vietnam vet turned westies gang leader and james whitey

bulger the ruthless and untouchable southie legend stretching from the earliest

new york and new orleans street wars through decades of bootlegging scams

union strikes gang wars and fbi investigations paddy whacked is a riveting tour de

force that restores the irish american gangster to his rightful preeminent place in

our criminal history and penetrates to the heart of the american experience
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