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duncan williamson was the son grandson and great grandson of nomadic tinsmiths
basket makers pipers and storytellers in this book he describes his life as a traveller

with verve candour and intimacy recounting a childhood spent on the shores of loch
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fyne work on the small hill farms in the summer walking with barrows and prams and
later with horse and cart the length and breadth of scotland he recalls camping with
hundreds of traveller families from the 1940s to the 1960s his marriage to his cousin
jeanie townsley and all the various traditional skills and arts which must be perfected for
a man to maintain his family adequately the horsieman is the story of traditions long
vanished of traveller trades of building tents of routes travelled and traditional camping
sites of stories songs music and cures which have been the heritage and tradition of
travelling people in scotland through the ages set mainly in argyll tayside and all
stations in between duncan williamson s story is told with great warmth and humour

and in the inimitable style of one scotland s master storytellers

the travelling people of scotland are the traditionally nomadic minority group known also
by the derogatory term tinkers traveling in groups or in their individual caravans along
the high roads and byways of scotland they have established a distinct identity and
mode of life for themselves that preserves centuries old cultural beliefs for their skill as
storytellers as well as ballad singers they are internationally recognized for the richest
storytelling traditions of the world one of their best known storytellers is duncan
williamson he was fascinated by storytelling from an early age and dedicated himself to
keeping the wisdom of traveller culture by learning as many stories as possible while
this book focuses on a number of individuals both duncan s skill as a storyteller and his
extensive knowledge of traveller storytelling traditions are prominently featured through
a series of performance transcriptions and interview excerpts although their oral tales
have been compiled and collected in other volumes this book is the only full length
study that analyzes the stories of the travelling people through an examination of their
words narratives and songs it brings readers close to travellers own voices and to their
distinctive practice of storytelling indeed this analytical appreciation of the culture shows
how the story performances preserve the history of the travelling people and reveal the
shape and substance of the storytellers own lives it renders too the rich variety of
stories the interrelationship of stories and the community the construction of the teller s
identity within the story and the story s way of understanding and shaping human
experience although concentrated on these scottish storytellers this book imparts
insights into the process of storytelling in general and contributes understanding of the
place of stories in human communities and to human identity donald braid assistant

director of the center for citizenship and community and a lecturer in english at butler
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university in indianapolis indiana is a co editor of a folklorist s progress reflections of a
scholar s life his work has been published in the journal of american folklore text and

performance quarterly and the encyclopedia of folklore and literature

this book unravels the complexities of traditional storytelling and uses creative analytical
techniques to uncover the meanings of the stories we tell the reader is first acquainted
with conceptualisations of how stories make meaning in our lives then guided through a
selection of stories from the rich traditions of scotland s traveller and nawken nacken
communities beginning with a nuanced historical overview of the communities traveller
storytelling in scotland folklore ideology and cultural identity then draws on archives
texts and interviews to introduce readers to the unique and vibrant folklore of scotland s
travellers and nawken nacken it connects ethnology and literary criticism to
contextualise folklore and reveal how its ideological priorities underpin cultural identity
utilising diverse analytical techniques this book is a timely examination of a folkloric
idiom that has until now been sorely in need of further scrutiny it showcases the
sophistication and enduring relevance of folkloric expressions to contemporary scottish

culture

who made modern britain this book drawn from the award winning oxford dictionary of
national biography tells the story of our recent past through the lives of those who
shaped national life following on from the oxford dnb s first supplement volume
noteworthy people who died between 2001 and 2004 this new volume offers
biographies of more than 850 men and women who left their mark on twentieth and
twenty first century britain and who died in the years 2005 to 2008 here are the people
responsible for major developments in national life from politics the arts business
technology and law to military service sport education science and medicine many are
closely connected to specific periods in britain s recent history from the 1950s the
young harold pinter or the yorkshire cricketer fred trueman for example from the sixties
the footballer george best photographer patrick lichfield and the pink floyd musician syd
barrett it s hard to look back to the 1970s without thinking of edward heath and james
callaghan who led the country for seven years in that turbulent decade or similarly
freddie laker pioneer of budget air travel and the comedians ronnie barker and dave
allen who entertained with their sketch shows and sit coms a decade later you probably

browsed in anita roddick s body shop or danced to the music of factory records
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established by the manchester entrepreneur tony wilson in the 1990s you may have
hoped that things can only get better with a new labour government which included
robin cook and mo mowlam many in this volume are remembered for lives dedicated to
a profession or cause bill deedes or conor cruise o brien in journalism ned sherrin in
broadcasting or indeed ted heath whose political career spanned more than 50 years
others were responsible for discoveries or innovations of lasting legacy and benefit
among them the epidemiologist richard doll who made the link between smoking and
lung cancer cicely saunders creator of the hospice movement and chad varah founder
of the samaritans with john profumo who gave his name to a scandal policeman
malcolm fewtrell who investigated the great train robbery or the russian dissident
aleksandr litvinenko who was killed in london in 2006 we have individuals best known
for specific moments in our recent past others are synonymous with popular objects
and experiences evocative of recent decades mastermind with magnus magnusson the
pg tips chimpanzees trained by molly badham john delorean s gull wing car or the new
british library designed by colin st john wilson though as rounded and balanced
accounts oxford dnb biographies also set these events in the wider context of a person
s life story authoritative and accessible the biographies in this volume are written by
specialist authors many of them leading figures in their field here you will find michael
billington on harold pinter michael crick on george best richard davenport hines on anita
roddick brenda hale on rose heilbron roy hattersley on james callaghan simon heffer on
john profumo douglas hurd on edward heath alex jennings on paul scofield hermione
lee on pat kavanagh geoffrey wheatcroft on conor cruise o brien and peregrine
worsthorne on bill deedes many in this volume are naturally household names but a
good number are also remembered for lives away from the headlines what in the 1980s
became thatcherism owed much to behind the scenes advice from ralph harris and
alfred sherman children who learned to read with ladybird books must thank their
creator douglas keen while without its first producer verity lambert there would have
been no doctor who others are ordinary people capable of remarkable acts take for
instance arthur bywater who over two days in 1944 cleared thousands of bombs from a
liverpool munitions factory following an explosion only to do the same months later in
an another factory awarded the george cross and the george medal bywater remains
the only non combatant to have received britain s two highest awards for civilian

bravery
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traditional storytelling today explores the diversity of contemporary storytelling traditions
and provides a forum for in depth discussion of interesting facets of comtemporary
storytelling never before has such a wealth of information about storytelling traditions
been gathered together storytelling is alive and well throughout the world as the
approximately 100 articles by more than 90 authors make clear most of the essays
average 2 000 words and discuss a typical storytelling event give a brief sample text
and provide theory from the folklorist a comprehensive index is provided bibliographies

afford the reader easy access to additional resources

this book focuses on a rising generation of female storytellers analysing their innovation
in interdisciplinary collaboration and their creation of new multimedia platforms for story
led performance it draws on an unprecedented series of in depth interviews with artists
including jo blake xanthe gresham knight mara menzies clare murphy debs newbold
rachel rose reid sarah liisa wilkinson and vanessa woolf while sally pomme clayton s
reflections on her extraordinary four decade career provide long term context for these
cutting edge conversations blending ethnographic research and performance analysis
this book documents the working lives of professional storytelling artists it also sheds
light on the practices values aspirations and achievements of a generation actively
redefining storytelling as a contemporary performance practice taking on topics from
ecology and maternity to griefwork and neuroscience while working collaboratively with
diverse creative partners to generate new inclusive presences for a traditionally inspired
artform this book will be of great interest to students scholars and practitioners in drama

theatre performance creative writing education and media

this collection of essays explores the historical importance and imaginative richness of
scotland s extensive contribution to modes of traditional culture and expression ballads
tales and storytelling and song its underlying aim is to bring about a more dynamic and
inclusive understanding of scottish culture rooted in literary history and both
comparative and interdisciplinary in scope the volume covers the key aspects and
genres of traditional literature including the gaelic tradition from the medieval period to
the present key theoretical and conceptual issues raised by the historical analysis of
scotland s rich store of ballad song and folk narrative are discussed in separate
chapters the volume also explores why and how scottish literary writers have been

inspired by traditional genres modes and motifs and the intermingling of folk and literary
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traditions in writers such as burns scott and hogg it also uncovers the folkloric and
mythopoetic materials of early scottish literature and the vitality of neglected aspects of

scottish popular culture

this title examines the ways in which the cultural and political role of scottish writing has

changed since the country s successful referendum on national self rule in 1997

a large number and wide variety of accounts of european travellers to the near east
egypt and greece have been preserved and some of the most vivid and memorable are
collected here the journeys and achievements of these pioneers are recounted in this
book they range from the cicero brothers in the 1st century to the french expedition to
map the morea in the 19th century and include the courageous travellers who fought all
sorts of perils to get to the ancient city of petra the grand tour of mr john and mrs mary
smith and the remarkable travels of gertrude bell the essays are taken from a
conference of the association for the study of travel in egypt and the near east astene

held in edinburgh in 2001

ancestors include rev daniel burford ca 1745 after 1819 of virginia and tennessee
probably the grandson of daniel burford ca 1684 ca 1756 of virginia and john person b

ca 1630 of england and virginia

this volume takes the reader from the first conquests of ancient gaul through the
renaissance the turmoil and triumph of the french revolution and on through the 20th

century of french history right up to the present day
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