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who or what is god how do different religions interpret god s existence how can we know
god many people believe in god not just throughout history but also in the present day
but who or what is it they believe in many different and sometimes conflicting answers
have been suggested to this question this very short introduction explores some of the
answers provided by philosophers poets and theologians and considers why some people
believe  in  god  and  others  do  not  john  bowker  explores  how  the  major  religions
established their own distinctive beliefs about god and how they interpret god s existence
and concludes by looking at how our understanding of god continues to evolve about the
series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new
ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

the intent of this book is to provide a simple but accurate description of god the creator
and sustainer of life as revealed in the bible it is intended for those not previously
acquainted or personally familiar with father god jesus the son or the holy spirit who are
one  in  purpose  but  three  in  activity  the  book  gives  examples  of  the  power  love
compassion and justice that god represents to a fallen world many of his attributes and
traits are discussed some mysteries are exposed and explained there is also a short
chapter on the salvation process that enables anyone to claim eternal life through the
grace of god revealed in jesus and identified by the seal of the holy spirit in the hands of
one who seeks life to the fullest wishes to live eternally and seeks their father s blessings
this book will clarify and assist in meeting your greatest need god bless your journey

the questions to which this book addresses itself were first put to me in a philosophically
rigorous way by john and he was the first to guide me to care about trying to answer
them in a similar fashion anybody who is familiar with the work of richard will recognize
his influence on almost every page of this  book on starting points we are often in
complete agreement on conclusions less so
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growing  out  of  a  series  of  public  lectures  presented  to  a  large  audience  of  non
theologians this book is one of the most attractive introductions to theology to appear in
recent years perhaps as the author herself indicates introduction is not the best word to
describe the book for above all  the book is  an invitation to share dorothee solle s
enthusiasm for theology and her delight in the beauty and the power of religious and
theological language and the themes it expresses thinking about god covers all of the
major areas of modern theology after discussing the nature of systematic theology and
comparing orthodox liberal and radical approaches it looks at the use of the bible in
theology  then  follow  chapters  on  creation  sin  feminist  liberation  theology  the
understanding of grace black theology jesus cross and resurrection the kingdom of god
and the church the theology of peace the end of theism and the question of god a
bibliography is provided at the end of each chapter and dorothee solle who is familiar
with theology on both sides of the atlantic has herself revised the entries for the english
language edition dorothee solle has taught philosophy literature and theology at several
german universities and has been on the faculty of union theological seminary new york

belief in god answers two questions what if anything is it that jews christians and muslims
are agreeing about when they join in claiming that there is a god and what if any
prospects are there for rationally defending or attacking this claim a highly accessible
and engaging introduction to the philosophy of religion this book offers full coverage of
the key issues from ideas about god s nature and character to arguments for and against
his existence

this is a clear and concise and original investigation of god s nature and existence first of
all it considers among other things two of god s traditional properties being all knowing
and being all powerful it argues he cannot possess these properties but it argues this is in
accord with him being worthy of worship secondly it introduces the notion of evil being
overridden it argues he has to bring about other free living things and it is plausible they
have to be liable to experience evil due to their conditions but it argues the evil in this
world is overridden thirdly it considers the principal arguments for the claim he does not
exist they refer to the evil in the world it argues they do not establish sufficient grounds
for this claim finally it considers some well known arguments for the claim he exists it
argues they face difficulties it sets out other arguments eg some arguments to increase
any degree of belief one has that god can exist it includes a number of appendices god s
sovereignty are there sufficient grounds for the claim that very probably god does not
exist theodicy and some theodicies some further remarks on god and time some further
remarks on a living thing which possesses the power to do this or that freely some
remarks on god being simple some remarks on god being present in a spatial realm and
god being present in a non spatial realm it covers as a whole the principal parts of the
philosophy of religion it unifies these parts to a significant degree it proceeds regularly
by way of formal and clear arguments it will be of interest to advanced students and
specialists in philosophy religious studies and theology given its explanation of key terms
its jargon free language its clarity and brevity it will be of interest to others too

in the nature of god gerard hughes takes the central attributes ascribed to god such as
existence simplicity omniscience omnipotence and goodness and gives them a historical
and analytical background incorporating texts by aquinas ockham molina descartes hume
and kant he aims to give the reader first hand acquaintance with these classic writers
and to then discuss their arguments in the light of contemporary debate while the focus
of the nature of god is on the philosophy of religion hughes widens his scope to consider
its implications in epistemology metaphysics and moral philosophy the issues he considers
include necessity and possiblity the relation of logic to epistemology and the connections
between causation and moral philosophy

in recent years the doctrine of god has once again become a central focus of theological
discussion  and  debate  in  this  ecumenical  international  and  contextual  introduction
internationally  respected  scholar  veli  matti  kärkkäinen  offers  a  global  survey  of
understandings of god in scripture christian history and contemporary theology this new
edition incorporates developments in theological research over the past decade and has
been substantially updated throughout
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this introduction to god also appears as the introduction in the book of love by liane rich
this little book is packed with new insights into what just may be the true nature of god
we all have choices in this life and we may choose to see god in any way we wish many of
us stick with what we were taught in childhood and this can lead to a belief that god is
authoritarian and punitive what if god is completely different from what we have been
taught and what if god would like to set the record straight so that we might see him her
it in a whole new way what if god were loving and compassionate and all encompassing
forgiveness with no tendencies towards anger or judgment would you want to know for
the love of god an introduction to god originally appeared as the introduction to the
book of love and is now being made available in this separate publication it is an in
depth introduction to the voice of god that speaks to liane rich and channels books
through her this voice originally introduced itself to liane as god and she allows it to
continue to share information under that name here is an excerpt from the first page
okay here we go first off i am god and i do not hate anyone for anything they have done
second i do not believe it is necessary to punish in any way whatsoever punishment is man
s creation and has nothing to do with god third i do not wish to go down in history as an
ogre i do not condemn anyone to hellfire for eternity and i will never take part in such
actions if you wish to teach that god is a punishing ruler i wish you to stipulate that it is
your belief that such a god exists but that your belief has no relationship to the truth

how can we in our times understand the biblical concept that human beings have been
created in the image of an invisible god this is a perennial but increasingly pressing
question that lies at the heart of theological anthropology humanity in god s image an
interdisciplinary exploration clarifies the meaning of this concept traces different jewish
and christian  interpretations  of  being  created  in  god s  image and reconsiders  the
significance of the imago dei in a post holocaust context as normative counter factual
notions human dignity and the imago dei challenge us to see more claudia welz offers an
interdisciplinary exploration of theological and ethical visions of the invisible by analysing
poetry and art welz exemplifies human self understanding in the interface between the
visual and the linguistic the content of the imago dei cannot be defined apart from the
image carrier an embodied creature compared to verbal visual and mental images how
does this creature as a living image refer to god like a metaphor a mimetic mirror or an
elusive  trace  combining  hermeneutical  and  phenomenological  perspectives  with
philosophy of religion and philosophy of language semiotics  art  history and literary
studies welz regards the imago dei as a complex sign that is at once iconic indexical and
symbolical pointing beyond itself

this is a fascinating analysis and response to the fundamental questions that face any
believer today sadly becoming daily more topical this book explores all aspects of evil our
contemporary and theological understanding and the ways in which evil presents itself in
society today fully grounded in the bible evil and the justice of god is sparkling erudite
provocative and particularly relevant in the wake of new global terror attacks accounts of
cruelty death and terrorism hit us every day we are forced to ask fundamental questions
about god and the nature of evil which demand a theological resolution that is mature
profound and never glib n t wright explores these pivotal questions with a fresh and
engaging approach combining the virtues of detailed scholarship with an accessible style
he neither ducks the awkward nor avoids the unpalatable but instead offers a new often
surprising perspective in his search for a meaningful response to the problem of evil the
rt revd tom wright bishop of durham is that rare breed of teacher who can reach people
of all levels of understanding despite working not at the coalface but largely as an
academic theologian daily telegraph

in these conferences dating to 1961 thomas merton provides for his audience of young
monks an overview of major themes and figures in the christian mystical tradition as an
integral part of their religious inheritance and a crucial part of their spiritual formation
from fathers of the church such as st athanasius and st gregory of nyssa through such
important medieval theologians as st bonaventure hadewijch and meister eckhart to the
great spanish carmelites st teresa of avila and st john of the cross merton traces such key
topics  as  the  integration  of  theology  and  spirituality  the  importance  of  natural
contemplation recognizing the divine presence in creation the centrality of apophatic or
dark contemplation and the role of spiritual direction in forming mature and balanced
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contemplatives

did you ever just want to read a book about the christian life that would explain how it
would express itself in the life of believers the christian life series is comprised of three
books that are separated according to themes to show believers what the christian life is
all about and how it will express itself the first book what matter is this deals with the
matters that establish the foundation of the christian faith such as salvation love grace
faith and holiness the second book the challenge of it addresses that which challenges
this incredible walk by establishing that it is a matter of knowing god properly investing
in a relationship with him accepting his invitation disciplining attractions and letting go of
the past the final book the reality of it reveals how the christian life will express itself in
our walk it unveils the spiritual man defines what it means to be a disciple and what it
entails to walk in the light in order to adhere to what we have been predestined to fulfill
this is a book that every serious minded follower of jesus will not only want to read and
study but to meditate on in order to gain the nuggets of truth that have been interwoven
into each presentation
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