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a spirited retelling of the gospel story in a germanic setting the ninth century a d old saxon epic poem the heliand is at last available in english in

ronald murphy s graceful new translation representing the first full integration and poetic reworking of the gospel story into northerneuropean

warrior imagery and culture the poem finds a place for many old northern religious concepts and images while remaining faithful to the orthodox

christian teaching of the gospel of st mark accessible to students of medieval and comparative literature murphy s introduction and notesprovide

valuable insight and a cultural context for this unique masterpiece

this study is an interpretation and appreciation of the art of the heliand the 9th century saxon epic poem in which the christian gospel of the four

evangelists is reexpressed in germanic terms murphy examines in detail the ingenious and sensitive poetic analogies through which familiar texts

the nativity the sermon on the mount the beatitudes and the lord s prayer the passion and resurrection are transformed into germanic settings and

concepts the first book in english on the heliand this study offers a new socio political explanation of the possible motives of the unknown heliand

author in undertaking this enormous and brilliantly realized poetic task

the first monument of real christianity among the saxons was the heliand an epic on the life of christ in old saxon alliterative verse dating from about
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830 the original work attempted to make the newly imposed christian religion intelligible to the warlike saxons the heliand extant in four manuscripts

and the fragmentary old saxon genesis are all  that remain of old saxon poetry this poetic harmony of the gospels employs modern english

alliterative verse couplets in a complex structure of 75 cantos to generate a vigorous retelling of the story of the christ as an epic tale reminiscent of

arthurian legends

utilizing a crusading ethos from 772 to 804 ad charlemagne king of the franks waged war against the continental saxons to integrate them within

the growing frankish empire and facilitate their  conversion to christianity while substantial  research has been produced concerning various

components of carolingian history this work offers a unique examination of charlemagne s saxon wars as a case study for understanding methods

of conversion used in the christianization of europe as well as their significance for subsequent conversion strategies employed around the globe

converting the saxons builds on prior scholarly research is grounded in primary sources and is contextualized with a robust historical introduction

throughout the text particular emphasis is given to christian encounters with paganism and the way paganism was interpreted confronted and

transformed within those encounters we observe myriad forces of coercion and incentivization used in societal religious conversion demonstrating

the need for a serious reconsideration of the standard narratives surrounding christian missions this book provides a scholarly and accessible

resource for students and researchers interested in transhistorical methods of conversion the history of christianity early medieval paganism

colonial religious encounters and the nature of religious conversion

readers of old english would generally agree that the poem genesis b a translation into old english of an old saxon that is continental retelling of the

story of the fall is a vigorous and moving narrative they would disagree however as to the meaning of the poem some hold that it reflects an

orthodox christian viewpoint and others claim that it assumes a distinctly unorthodox position in portraying adam and eve as not morally culpable

in their disobedience but merely tricked into disobedience through the wiles of the devil s agent the study genesis b and the comedic imperative

examining these incompatible readings infers that the poem is essentially orthodox that it demonstrates sufficiently the moral culpability of adam
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and eve and that it departs from orthodoxy only insofar as it conveys a strong impression that adam and even will undertake what amounts to

christian penance leading them eventually to heaven the poem thereby attains the happy ending typical of early medieval christian narrative

hence the titular comedic imperative the inference of orthodoxy follows as a nigh inevitable conclusion of the interpretation of several motifs the

poem s culturally imbued martiality its allegorical bent and also what a n doane noted as its tropological bent the argument depends heavily upon

philological inquiry and on examination of prevailing beliefs and attitudes of contemporaneous frankish society religious and civil leading to the

reinterpretation of crucial passages of these most notably is the passage in which adam in refusing the tempter s invitation to eat the fruit observes

that the tempter has given no tacen sign as evidence that he truly is god s emissary other passages that have impeded critical perception of the

poem s significance are also examined such as the notorious micel wundor clause lines 595 98 and the pseudo gnomic declaration swa hire

eaforan sculon after lybban 623 35 in sum genesis b sustains the orthodoxy otherwise of the junius 11 manuscript

a progressive christian approach to soteriology and missiology in a global postcolonial context
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