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in 1992 world leaders adopted agenda 21 the work program of the 1992 u n conference on environment and development
this landmark event provided a political foundation and action items to facilitate the global transition toward sustainable
development the international community marked the tenth anniversary of this conference in johannesburg south africa in
august 2002 down to earth a component of the u s state department s geographic information for sustainable development
project for the world summit focuses on sub saharan africa with examples drawn from case study regions where the u s
agency for international development and other agencies have broad experience although african countries are the
geographic focus of the study the report has broader applicability down to earth summarizes the importance and
applicability of geographic data for sustainable development and draws on experiences in african countries to examine how
future sources and applications of geographic data could provide reliable support to decision makers as they work towards
sustainable development the committee emphasizes the potential of new technologies such as satellite remote sensing
systems and geographic information systems that have revolutionized data collection and analysis over the last decade

outdoor air pollution accounts for an estimated 4 2 million deaths worldwide the majority of which are caused by exposure
to fine particulate matter or pm2 5 air pollution most of these deaths occur in low and middle income countries lmics
reducing pm2 5 air pollution is thus crucial for improving public health outcomes in those countries measuring and reducing
the health impacts of pm2 5 is especially challenging in many lmics because ground level air quality monitoring networks
are typically nonexistent where they are in place they are often not properly operated and maintained and are thus
unreliable limited local expertise in air quality measurement presents additional challenges these shortcomings can
undermine a country s ability to design and implement effective policies to improve outdoor air quality satellite technology
has been used successfully for measuring air quality in high income countries where operation of ground level air quality
monitoring networks is well established however getting down to earth are satellites reliable for measuring air pollutants
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that cause mortality in low and middle income countries investigates the performance of satellites in Imics for predicting
outdoor concentrations of pm2 5 based on case studies in nine cities in different regions representing a range of
environmental conditions including mountainous dusty and coastal the report finds that the satellite derived estimates of
pm2 5 in lmics are associated with very large uncertainty ranging from 21 percent to 85 percent depending on the model
used for translating satellite measurements of aerosol optical depth the parameter measured by satellites to surface level
outdoor pm2 5 concentrations this report shows that satellites are unreliable for estimating ambient concentrations of pm2
5 in lmics furthermore satellite derived measurements cannot replace properly operated and maintained ground level
monitoring networks for measuring the concentrations of pm2 5 that human beings are typically exposed to daily thus it is
important that lmics strengthen support for the establishment of ground level monitoring networks to measure air
pollutants notably pm2 5 that cause mortality in sub saharan africa and other regions with lmics

a down to earth complete manual for achieving great gardening results with your own rich organic soil all the secrets to rich
sustainable soil are revealed to you you ll be amazed how easy it is to improve your garden or yard when you begin at
ground level even experienced gardeners can be intimidated by soil it isn t just the soil testing data and all the big words
like vermicompositing and mycorrhizal fungi it s also the fact that when you begin to work with the soil you re working with
the very earth you grow in you don t want to make any mistakes but with building soil as your guide you can achieve your
goal of rich sustainable soil without the fear building soil a down to earth approach is rich with practical up to date
information on how to grow and maintain healthy soils simple methods perfect for the home gardener s use put healthy
organic soil within everyone s reach because it s written in plain language you don t need a degree in soil management to
understand this book you only need a yard or garden and the desire to improve it at the most basic level by following author
elizabeth murphy s detailed instructions you can become a successful soil based gardener whether you want to start a
garden from scratch or improve an existing plot less weeding labor less water waste 100 natural

religion and ecology in india and southeast asia examines how hindu and buddhist traditions could play a crucial role in
solving ecological problems in those regions considering these traditions from both a historical and contemporary
perspective gosling bases his arguments on extensive fieldwork and frames it by the socio political context of religious
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change in india and southeast asia

the tao of islam is a rich and diverse anthology of islamic teachings on the nature of the relationships between god and the
world the world and the human being and the human being and god focusing on gender symbolism sachiko murata shows

that muslim authors frequently analyze the divine reality and its connections with the cosmic and human domains with a

view toward a complementarity or polarity of principles that is analogous to the chinese idea of yin yang murata believes
that the unity of islamic thought is found not so much in the ideas discussed as in the types of relationships that are set up

among realities she pays particular attention to the views of various figures commonly known as sufis and philosophers

since they approach these topics with a flexibility and subtlety not found in other schools of thought she translates several

hundred pages most for the first time from more than thirty important muslims including the ikhwan al safa avicenna and

ibn al arabi
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