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the middle east and north africa mena is a large complex and diverse region
which faces a wide range of economic issues the mena group includes algeria
bahrain cyprus djibouti egypt iran iraq israel jordan kuwait lebanon libya
morocco oman gatar saudi arabia syria tunisia turkey united arab emirates
and yemen this book uses analytical tools drawn from the trade labor finance
and development literature to critically analyze and compare these countries
economic policies the approach taken in this book is to focus on the economic
policies and institutional arrangements which have evolved in mena and which
may serve to explain the differences in each country s economic performance
the key objective of the book is to unravel the context specific variety of
growth promoting policies within mena rather than focus on specific countries
this book stresses that the poor performance of arab mena can be chiefly
explained by their aversion to a western paradigm of market economics in the
advanced industrial countries and in israel globalization is largely viewed in
economic terms the free movement of goods services labor and capital across
borders in the arab mena however globalization is viewed in largely
ideological terms and has been regarded as a new version of imperialism
consequently the arab mena region remains one of the most un globalized
regions in the world the book serves as both a textbook and a summary of the
very large literature on mena it examines the following economic realities of
the region and compares them across the mena economies technology gap
and comparative developmentthe value of education and human capital
developmentwater and food securitythe economics and politics of
oilpopulation growth role of gender and labor mobilitythe role of the state as
economic actorthe economic value of democracythe prospects for regional
integration

this integrated analytic text presents a comprehensive analysis of the
transformation of the political economy of the entire contemporary middle
east region over the past several decades as did the first edition this new
edition extensively rewritten and revised stresses how different development
strategies have contributed to the creation of powerful interests that now
often block needed change the book also retains its focus on the interaction of
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economic development processes state systems and social actors the revisions
not only include much new data and evidence but also take into account
emerging issues such as youth unemployment impending water shortages the
experience with structural adjustment pressures for democratization and the
rise of political islam the authors also give special attention to the impact of
such recent international events as the collapse of the oil boom the end of the
cold war and operation desert storm

this book surveys major economic issues in the development of countries in
the middle east and north africa mena region since world war ii it presents a
framework of analysis highlighting underlying continuities in the region s
approach to issues of growth management of oil and natural resources post
conflict environments progress in trade liberalization and regional integration
the use of industrial policy labor market adjustment and unemployment
educational attainment and poverty incidence at the same time this book
focuses on emerging differences across countries in the region in the
prevailing approach to addressing such challenges most notably between the
economies of the gulf cooperation council and other mena countries this book
also incorporates a discussion of tools and methods used by development
practitioners and briefly examines issues of aid effectiveness the approach
used is intended to appeal to a wide audience including students of economic
development political scientists and development practitioners

offering a comprehensive analysis of the development of economies in the
middle east and north africa over the past half century this book charts the
progress of these countries through an examination of an islamic model of
economic development reform processes and economic integration far from
being a simple process economic development in the middle east and north
africa is dependent on the interaction of a set of changing systems including
international relations the political regime economy and society by analysing
these interdependent factors the economic development process in mena
seeks to provide answers to the most pressing issues facing the economies in
this area providing an interpretation of regional development in light of
dialectics between state and society this book will be of value to students and
scholars with an interest in the middle east economics and international
relations

the middle east and north africa mena is a large complex and diverse region
which faces a wide range of economic issues the mena group includes algeria
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bahrain cyprus djibouti egypt iran iraq israel jordan kuwait lebanon libya
morocco oman datar saudi arabia syria tunisia turkey united arab emirates
and yemen the purpose of this book is not to provide a country by country
study but rather to deal with general economic themes found in arab mena
and israel such as problems associated with growth and structural change the
role of state intervention in country specific local markets labor market
imperfections driven by gender bias technology gaps and endogenous growth
capital market development in a restricted financial model based on religious
constraints savings and investment behaviour in a model of state subsidization
and intervention designed to control local development and the role of the
state in constraining private sector activity data sources used in this second
edition include country specific data the world bank the united nations the
international monetary fund and the organisation for economic co operation
and development the new material in this second edition includes a discussion
of the impending and inevitable leadership changes which will occur
throughout arab mena over the next decades the evidence to support this
evaluation is based on the current lack of transparent markets the lack of
inclusive macro policies the impact of distortionary micro economic policies
across all sectors and the impact of anti globalization and xenophobia on
innovation old chapters are revised with updated data a discussion of the role
of the state and oligarchies in the economies of most of the mena countries an
in depth exploration of the investment in human capital and growth and an
identification of the most important binding constraints to economic
development in arab mena and israel this book serves as both a textbook and
a summary of the very large literature on mena it examines the economic
realities of the region and compares them across the mena economies it
should be stressed that this book is not about the latest political debate on
who did what to whom in the middle east or in north africa the focus is on
economics not political economics

examines the growth and transformation of the middle east economy during
the 19th and early 20th centuries the text looks at how the region s economic
structures were fundamentally altered by the growing impact of european
trade and finance and by the internal reforms of the rulers of egypt it also
examines in detail the impact of this process on the four central areas of the
middle east the result the author argues was the creation of a fixed pattern of
agricultural industrial and financial activity the states formed after the
collapse of teh ottoman empire found that altering this pattern in their
attempts to promote a less dependent form of development was frought with
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difficulty and the problems they faced and their different approaches are still
highly relevant to the middle east s economic development today

this new edition examines how development in the middle east is being
influenced by global economic change this comparative textbook focuses on
the region s strengths and highlights development success especially in the
gulf turkey and israel the major structural changes in the economies of the
middle east are analysed and current employment challenges are discussed
the impact of demographic changes is considered notably the dramatic
decline in birth rates which will have implications for future employment the
contribution of banks and capital markets to the region s development is
appraised including that of islamic financial institutions which play a
prominent role in the gulf cooperation council gcc countries but are on the
margins of the financial systems elsewhere historically development in the gcc
was linked to oil and gas production and prices a key issue being whether
these are being decoupled as economies diversify and become more self
sustaining the evidence on this from the gcc is encouraging with transparent
and accountable financial management and major improvements in economic
governance despite the lack of democracy examining the drivers of economic
development in the middle east in a regional and global context this fully
updated textbook is a key resource for students and academics interested in
economic development and the political economy of the middle east

diwan and galal looks at the structure and prospects of the middle east
economies after the 2011 uprisings focusing on issues of economic growth
inequality the impact of oil and the unfolding political transitions on the
growth question the book looks into the extent of structural transformation of
the economy the political economy reasons for the lack of structural change
and the external conditions in the eu and in the gcc that underpin the lack of
structural change on inequality the book offers new measures of equality of
opportunity in human development and in the job market and it also reviews
the complex political economy of subsidy removal regarding natural resources
the volume provides three innovations connecting the notion of oil curse to
the global phenomena of asset bubbles evidence that resource curse effects
do not rise monotonically with the size of the resource rent but rather
according to an inverted u shape and an extension of the concept of rent to
the other non oil rents that are also predominant in the region finally the
volume places the political transition in the region in a global perspective
using various methods theoretical comparative and empirical and it explores
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the relationship between democracy in its variety of forms and economic
development

this handbook captures the salient features of middle eastern economies and
critically examines the public policy responses required to address the
challenges and opportunities across the region bringing together wide
ranging perspectives from carefully selected and renowned subject specialists
the collection fills a gap in this relatively young and growing academic field
combining discussion of theory and empirical evidence the book maps out the
evolution of middle east economics as a field within area studies and applied
development economics presented in six thematic sections the book enables
the reader to gain a comprehensive understanding of the region s main
economic themes and issues growth and development in comparative
perspectives labour force and human development natural resources resource
curse and trade poverty inequality and social policy institutions and transition
to democracy corruption conflict and refugees providing an overview of the
principal economic problems policies and performances relating to the
countries in the middle east and north africa region this collection will be a
key resource for upper level undergraduates graduates and scholars with an
interest in middle east economics applied development economics
development studies and area studies

this collection of essays covers economic issues of the middle east during both
the 19th and 20th centuries the topics included in the book range from the
economics of the export of turkish labour to western europe to the economy of
central asia and the study of coalminers in eregli

countries in the middle east have very different economies even if they are
often grouped together in the economics of the middle east james rauch
focuses on the drivers of their distinctiveness including the effects of their
natural endowments geographic locations and interactions with the global
economy this book evaluates the socioeconomic trajectories of three groups of
middle eastern states sub saharan african fuel endowed and mediterranean it
compares these groups both to each other and to developing countries in
other regions with similar characteristics rauch draws on basic approaches to
economic development to enhance understanding of important issues such
how policies on gender education health and the environment affect
development his comparative perspective sheds light on how and why the
arab countries iran and turkey have done better or worse than similar
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countries in other regions his analysis throughout is supported by data that
are well organized and clearly presented rauch develops new insights on
topics as diverse as unemployment urbanization corruption and the
importance of intraregional flows of investment and migrants the result is a
fascinating and balanced overview of the socioeconomic performance of the
arab countries iran and turkey that presents a new lens on the economics of
the middle east

the economic history of the middle east and north africa is quite extraordinary
this is an axiomatic statement but the very nature of the economic changes
that have stemmed directly from the effects of oil resources in these areas has
tended to obscure longterm patterns of economic change and the fundamental
transformation of middle eastern and north african economies and societies
over the past two hundred years in this study professor issawi examines and
explains the development of these economies since 1800 focusing particularly
on the challenge posed by the use and subsequent decline of western
economic and political domination and the middle eastern response to it the
book beg ins with an analysis of the effects of foreign intervention in the area
the expansion of trade the development of transport networks the influx of
foreign capital and resulting integration into international commercial and
financial networks it goes on to examine the local response to these external
forces migration within to and from the region population growth urbanization
and changes in living standards shifts in agricultural production and land
tenure and the development of an industrial sector professor issawi discusses
the crucial effects of the growth of oil and oil related industries in a separate
chapter and finally assesses the likely gains and losses in this long period for
both the countries in the area and the western powers he has drawn on long
experience and an immense amount of material in surveying the period and
provides a clear and penetrating survey of an extraordinarily complex area

the middle east is an area of great importance globally yet misperceptions
abound events have made it a region of special interest to the west and so the
search for understanding gains momentum this publication is intended to
clarify the region s complex history and issues in developing this project the
contributors set out to explore seven significant themes that are usually not
found in other sources while many books focus on political history and
conflicts this two volume work deals specifically with culture religion women
economics governance and media as well as the role that the region s modern
history has played in shaping its society and worldview
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using cases on individual countries economic development in the middle east
and north africa offers diverse theoretical and empirical evidence on a variety
of issues facing policymakers investors and other stakeholders in the region

the emerging consensus that institutions shape political and economic
outcomes has produced few theories of institutional change and no defensible
theory of institutional origination kiren aziz chaudhry shows how state and
market institutions are created and transformed in saudi arabia and yemen
two countries that typify labor and oil exporters in the developing worlds in a
world where the international economy dramatically affects domestic
developments the question of where institutions come from becomes at once
more urgent and more complex in both saudi arabia and yemen fundamental
state and market institutions forged during a period of isolation at the end of
world war i were destroyed and reshaped not once but three times in
response to exogenous shocks comparing boom bust cycles chaudhry exposes
the alternating social and organizational origins of institutions arguing that
both broad changes in the international economy and specific forms of
international integration shape institutional outcomes labor and oil exporters
thus experience identical economic cycles but generate radically different
state market and financial institutions in response to different resource flows
chaudhry supplemented years of field work in saudi arabia and yemen with
extensive analysis of previously unavailable materials in the saudi national
archives

monographic compilation of essays on the economic development prospects of
middle east countries in the politics context of the 1970 s covers the impact of
war and peace efforts on the gross national product and trade of arab country
the economic implications of the defence role of usa and the role of ussr in
political problems with israel etc references and statistical tables

rapid and uneven change to the fabric of rural life is widespread in modern
middle eastern countries modernisation usually in the western model has
often brought major improvements in agricultural technology education and
public health but has also had the effect of weakening the traditional rural
economy of many villages and encouraging their growing dependence on
external sources of income most notably oil remittances this collection of
research on the middle eastern village looks at the impact on rural life and
environment of such factors as the mass exodus of labour to urban centres
emigration immigration environmental change and the changing role of
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women in rural communities particularly the wives of migrant workers who
have to fill a new role in the family structure state sponsored agrarian policies
have weakened the power of traditional landed interests and together with
labour migration have provoked new tension and inequalities in rural society
the book makes clear that the pattern of change has been highly uneven and
has served to heterogenise the countryside as the oil states enter a period of
recession and the likelihood of substantial return migration increases rural
communities will need to make further major adjustments and the book
examines the tensions this new development is likely to produce first
published in 1987

a political economy of the middle east is the most comprehensive analysis of
developments in the political economy of the region over the past several
decades examining the interaction of economic development processes state
systems and policies and social actors in the middle east the fourth edition
with new authors melani cammett and ishac diwan has been thoroughly
revised with two new introductory chapters that provide an updated
framework with which to understand and study the many changes in
demography education labor markets urbanization water and agriculture and
international labor migration in the recent years the new edition also includes
a new chapter that charts the political economy of the gulf states and in
particular the phenomenal growth of oil economies a new chapter on the rise
of crony capitalism and increased coverage of the changes in civil society and
social movements in the region including an exploration of the causes
dynamics consequences and aftermath of the arab uprisings

contains 12 articles previously published in journals and books between 1978
and 1995 by issawi professor emeritus of history princeton university the
articles primarily address the reasons for the economic decline of the middle
east lacks an index annotation copyright by book news inc portland or
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