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in the renowned work symposium plato presents a series of philosophical dialogues
centered around the theme of love known as eros set during a banquet the text unfolds
as various prominent figures including socrates engage in a series of speeches that
explore different dimensions of love from the physical to the divine this dialogue not only
reflects plato s characteristic blend of rhetorical skill and philosophical inquiry but also
situates itself within the context of classical greek thought encapsulating the tensions and
aspirations of athenian society in the 4th century bc the literary style is infused with irony
and allegory challenging readers to ponder the complexities of desire and the nature of
beauty itself plato a student of socrates and a pivotal figure in western philosophy sought
to understand the essence of human existence and the ideal forms of reality his
philosophical inquiries were deeply influenced by his experiences in the tumultuous

political landscape of athens and the socratic method of questioning that shaped his
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intellectual pursuits these influences are evident in symposium where he crafts a
compelling narrative that invites listeners to reconsider the roles of love and intellect
within their lives ymposium is essential for anyone seeking to delve into the philosophical
foundations of western thought it presents a rich tapestry of ideas that challenge
contemporary notions of love and relationships the text is not only a cornerstone of
philosophical literature but also an enduring masterpiece that resonates with the timeless

quest for understanding the human condition

oxford approaches to classical literature series editors kathleen coleman and richard
rutherford introduces individual works of greek and latin literature to readers who are
approaching them for the first time each volume sets the work in its literary and historical
context and aims to offer a balanced and engaging assessment of its content artistry and
purpose a brief survey of the influence of the work upon subsequent generations is
included to demonstrate its enduring relevance and power all quotations from the original
are translated into english plato s symposium tells of a dinner party at a crucial point in
athenian history at which the guests decide that they will each in turn deliver a speech in
praise of love the humorous and brilliant work that follows points the way towards all
western thinking about love the symposium is also one of plato s most sophisticated
meditations on the practice of philosophy this book introduces the literary and historical
context of plato s work surveys and explains the arguments and considers why plato has
cast this work in a highly unusual narrative form a final chapter traces the influence of

the symposium from antiquity to the modern day

plato allan bloom wrote is the most erotic of philosophers and his symposium is one of
the greatest works on the nature of love ever written this new edition brings together the
english translation of the renowned plato scholar and translator seth benardete with two
illuminating commentaries on it benardete s on plato s symposium and allan bloom s
provocative essay the ladder of love in the symposium plato recounts a drinking party
following an evening meal where the guests include the poet aristophanes the drunken
alcibiades and of course the wise socrates the revelers give their views on the timeless
topics of love and desire all the while addressing many of the major themes of platonic

philosophy the relationship of philosophy and poetry the good and the beautiful

plato s retelling of the discourses between socrates and his friends on such subjects as
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love and desire truth and illusion spiritual transcendence and the qualities of a good ruler
profoundly affected the ways in which we view human relationships society and

leadership and shaped the whole tradition of western philosophy

translated by jordan stump introduction by caleb carr and original illustrations by jules

ferat

the first major piece of unpublished work by leo strauss to appear in more than thirty
years leo strauss on plato s symposium offers the public the unprecedented experience
of encountering this renowned scholar as his students did given as a course in autumn
1959 under the title plato s political philosophy at the university of chicago these
transcripts previously had circulated in samizdat fashion passed down from one
generation of students to the next they show strauss at his best in his subtle and
sometimes indirect style of analysis which has attracted almost as much commentary as
has the content of his thought strauss presents a coherent and complete interpretation of
the symposium proceeding by a meticulous reading from beginning to end operating on
the once common hypothesis that commentary is an excellent method of expounding the
truth strauss sheds light not only on the meaning of the dialogue and its place in the
platonic corpus but also on a host of important topics including the nature of eros and its
place in the overall economy of human life the perennial quarrel between poetry and
philosophy and the relation of both to piety politics and morality the character of socrates
and the questions of his trial and many other matters as provocative as they were a half
century ago these important lectures will be welcomed by students of classics philosophy

politics psychology and political philosophy

plato s symposium written in the early part of the 4th century bc is set at a drinking party
symposium attended by some of the leading intellectuals of the day including
aristophanes the comic dramatist socrates plato s mentor and alcibiades the brilliant but
eventually treacherous politician each guest gives a speech in praise of the benefits of
desire and its role in the good and happy human life at the core of the work stands
socrates praise of philosophical desire and an argument for the superiority of the
philosophical life as the best route to happiness this edition provides an accessible and
engaging new translation by m ¢ howatson and a substantial introduction by frisbee c ¢

sheffield which guides the reader through the various parts of the dialogue and reflects
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on its central arguments a chronology and detailed notes on the participants help to set

this enduring work in context

being led by another to the things of love is to begin from the beauties of earth and
mount upwards for the sake of that other beauty until he arrives at the notion of absolute
beauty and at last knows what the essence of beauty is with these words plato invites us
on his examination and exploration of the many perspectives of love the meaning of the
love the highest purpose of love and the outcomes of love set at a small cocktail party
plato conveys his message through the conversations that take place dialogue from
symposium has been used for decades by social historians in the quest for insight into

life in ancient athens particularly the sexual norms and behaviors of the time

frisbee sheffield argues that the symposium has been unduly marginalized by
philosophers although the topic eros and the setting at a symposium have seemed
anomalous she demonstrates that both are intimately related to plato s preoccupation
with the nature of the good life with virtue and how it is acquired and transmitted for
plato analysing our desires is a way of reflecting on the kind of people we will turn out to
be and on our chances of leading a worthwhile and happy life in its focus on the
question why he considered desires to be amenable to this type of reflection this book

explores plato s ethics of desire

plato s symposium is an exceptionally multi layered dialogue at once a historical
document a philosophical drama that enacts abstract ideas in an often light hearted way
and a literary masterpiece it has exerted an influence that goes well beyond the confines
of philosophy the essays in this volume by leading scholars offer detailed analyses of all
parts of the work focusing on the central and much debated theme of er[ls or human
desire which can refer both to physical desire or desire for happiness they reveal
thematic continuities between the prologue and the various speeches as well as between
the speeches themselves and present a rich collection of contrasting yet complementary
readings of diotima s speech the volume will be invaluable for classicists and
philosophers alike and for all who are interested in one of plato s most fascinating and

challenging dialogues

erotic wisdom provides a careful reading of one of plato s most beloved dialogues the

symposium which explores the nature and scope of human desire erés gary alan scott
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and william a welton engage all of the dialogue s major themes devoting special
attention to illuminating plato s conception of philosophy in the symposium plato situates
philosophy in an intermediate metaxu position between need and resource ignorance
and knowledge showing how the very lack of what one desires can become a guiding
form of contact with the objects of human desire the authors examine the concept of
intermediacy in relation both to platonic metaphysics and to plato s moral psychology
arguing that philosophy for plato is properly understood as a kind of being in between as

the love of wisdom philosophia rather than the possession of it

a translation that offers an introduction presenting both basic information and a sense of

scholarly opinion

the dramatic nature of plato s dialogues is delightfully evident in the symposium the
marriage between character and thought bursts forth as the guests gather at agathon s
house to celebrate the success of his first tragedy with wit and insight they each present
their ideas about love from erixymachus s scientific naturalism to aristophanes comic
fantasy the unexpected arrival of alcibiades breaks the spell cast by diotima s ethereal
climb up the staircase of love to beauty itself ecstasy and intoxication clash as plato

concludes with one of his most skillful displays of dialectic

in his symposium plato crafted speeches in praise of love that has influenced writers and
artists from antiquity to the present but questions remain concerning the meaning of
specific features the significance of the dialogue as a whole and the character of its

influence here an international team of scholars addresses such questions

the symposium is a philosophical text by plato dated ¢ 385 370 bc it concerns itself at
one level with the genesis purpose and nature of love and in latter day interpretations is
the origin of the concept of platonic love love is examined in a sequence of speeches by
men attending a symposium or drinking party each man must deliver an encomium a
speech in praise of love eros the party takes place at the house of the tragedian agathon
in athens socrates in his speech asserts that the highest purpose of love is to become a
philosopher or literally a lover of wisdom commonly regarded as one of plato s major
works the dialogue has been used as a source by social historians seeking to throw light
on life in ancient athens in particular upon human sexuality and the symposium as an

institution
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of all the works of plato the symposium is the most perfect in form and may be truly
thought to contain more than any commentator has ever dreamed of or as goethe said
of one of his own writings more than the author himself knew for in philosophy as in
prophecy glimpses of the future may often be conveyed in words which could hardly
have been understood or interpreted at the time when they were uttered compare symp
which were wiser than the writer of them meant and could not have been expressed by

him if he had been interrogated about them

plato s symposium composed in the early fourth century bc demonstrates how powerful
the skills of reasoning and evaluation can be known to philosophers for its seminal
discussion of the relationship of love to knowledge it is also a classic text for
demonstrating the two critical thinking skills that define plato s whole body of work plato
s philosophical technique of dialogue is the perfect frame for producing arguments and
presenting a persuasive case for a given point of view and at the same time judging the
strength of arguments their relevance and their acceptability staging a fictional debate
between characters wealthy athenians at a dinner party who must respond in turn to
each others arguments and points of view means that at every stage plato evaluates the
previous argument assesses its strength and relevance and then proceeds through the
next character to reason out a new argument in response exerting unparalleled influence
on the techniques of philosophical thought plato s use of dialogue is a supreme example

of these two crucial critical thinking skills
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physical and digital formats.

2. What are the different book formats available?
Hardcover: Sturdy and durable, usually more
expensive. Paperback: Cheaper, lighter, and
more portable than hardcovers. E-books:
Digital books available for e-readers like
Kindle or software like Apple Books, Kindle,

and Google Play Books.

3. How do | choose a On Plato S Symposium
book to read? Genres: Consider the genre
you enjoy (fiction, non-fiction, mystery, sci-fi,
etc.). Recommendations: Ask friends, join
book clubs, or explore online reviews and
recommendations. Author: If you like a
particular author, you might enjoy more of

their work.

4. How do | take care of On Plato S Symposium
books? Storage: Keep them away from direct
sunlight and in a dry environment. Handling:
Avoid folding pages, use bookmarks, and
handle them with clean hands. Cleaning:
Gently dust the covers and pages

occasionally.

5. Can | borrow books without buying them?
Public Libraries: Local libraries offer a wide
range of books for borrowing. Book Swaps:
Community book exchanges or online

platforms where people exchange books.

6. How can | track my reading progress or
manage my book collection? Book Tracking
Apps: Goodreads, LibraryThing, and Book
Catalogue are popular apps for tracking your
reading progress and managing book
collections. Spreadsheets: You can create
your own spreadsheet to track books read,

ratings, and other details.

7. What are On Plato S Symposium audiobooks,

and where can | find them? Audiobooks:
Audio recordings of books, perfect for
listening while commuting or multitasking.
Platforms: Audible, LibriVox, and Google Play

Books offer a wide selection of audiobooks.

8. How do | support authors or the book
industry? Buy Books: Purchase books from
authors or independent bookstores. Reviews:
Leave reviews on platforms like Goodreads or
Amazon. Promotion: Share your favorite
books on social media or recommend them to

friends.

9. Are there book clubs or reading communities |
can join? Local Clubs: Check for local book
clubs in libraries or community centers. Online
Communities: Platforms like Goodreads have

virtual book clubs and discussion groups.

10. Can | read On Plato S Symposium books for
free? Public Domain Books: Many classic
books are available for free as theyre in the
public domain. Free E-books: Some websites
offer free e-books legally, like Project

Gutenberg or Open Library.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible
than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries in their
pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as
a popular choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what

makes these sites so valuable, and where
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can you find the best ones? Let's dive into

the world of free ebook sites.
Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast array of books

without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,

provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available
is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering
free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this
site provides a wealth of classic literature

in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks, making it a

fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books

are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple

formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks
and business books, making it an excellent

resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to
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avoid pirated content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're
not downloading pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors and

publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep
your devices updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in downloaded

files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has
the right to distribute the book and that

you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for

educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic
resources, including textbooks and

scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making

these sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook
sites provide a wealth of educational
materials for different grade levels and

subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook

Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming

with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-help books, historical

texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora
of children's books, from picture books to

young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that

enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those

with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative

way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of your ebook

reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a

10

smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and

access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync
your library across multiple devices, so you
can pick up right where you left off, no

matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benéefits, free ebook sites

come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy

can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks
requires an internet connection, which can

be a limitation in areas with poor
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connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook

sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely
make accessing and reading ebooks even

more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally
will help more people benefit from free

ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial

burden. They are invaluable resources for

readers of all ages and interests, providing
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educational materials, entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why not explore
these sites and discover the wealth of

knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or
have the rights to distribute them. How do
| know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to
well-known and reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and ensure the site
has proper security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them compatible with
various devices like e-readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those
who prefer listening to their books. How
can | support authors if | use free ebook
sites? You can support authors by
purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work

with others.
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