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by emphasizing on the pamir region a comprehensive overview of path dependent and recent developments in a remote mountain region
is provided in this book overall neglect in the mountainous periphery is contrasted by shifting the centre of attention to the pamirs
situated at the interface between south and central asia from colonial times to now there has been a debate on grasping and locating the
area here field work based contributions are collected to provide a variety of perspectives on the pamirs highlighting transformation and
transition in post soviet societies as well as in afghanistan and pakistan the similar ecological environment across borders features the
common ground while analyzing development processes in a set of case studies that aim at highlighting certain aspects of regional

development

based on extensive long term fieldwork in the borderlands of afghan and tajik badakhshan this book explores the importance of local
leaders and local identity groups for the stability of a state s borders and ultimately for the stability of the state itself it shows how the
implantation of formal institutional structures at the border a process supported by united nations and other international bodies can be
counterproductive in that it may marginalise local leaders and alienate the local population thereby increasing overall instability the study
considers how in this particular borderland where trafficking of illegal drugs weapons and people is rampant corrupt customs and border
personnel and imperfect new institutional arrangements contributed to a complex mix of oppression hidden protest and subtle resistance
which benefitted illicit traders and hindered much needed humanitarian work the book relates developments in this region to borderlands
elsewhere especially new borders in the former soviet bloc and argues that local leaders and organisations should be given semi

autonomy in co ordination with state border forces in order to increase stability and the acceptance of the state

this book explores the unfolding of world history in a remote corner of central asia the region of badakhshan the history of this region
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has commonly been explored through the lens of the major superpowers who competed over its territory in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries including britain russia and china here we are offered a comprehensive overview of the history of the ismaili community in
tajikistan leadership and authority in central asia identifies traditional forms of religious authority within the network of religious
functionaries at a range of levels and discusses the functions of ismaili political leaders as they have evolved through time skilfully
applying an interdisciplinary approach drawing on historical sources including unpublished materials and ethnographic fieldwork data
collected through interviews and a perceptive analysis of political theories of leadership in communist and post communist societies this
book challenges the ways religious and secular categories have been distinguished in recent scholarship developing a structural
explanation for the survival and evolution of religious and political authorities of badakhshani ismailis in times of radical social and

political upheaval this book will be of interest to scholars of muslim societies political science and central asian studies

what impact does 40 years of war violence and military intervention have on a country and its people as the global war on terror now
stretches into the 21st century with no clear end in sight identity and politics in modern afghanistan collects the work of interdisciplinary
scholars aid workers and citizens to assess the impact of this prolonged conflict on afghanistan nearly all of the people in afghan society
have been affected by persistent violent conflict identity and politics in modern afghanistan focuses on social and political dynamics
issues of gender and the shifting relationships between tribal sectarian and regional communities contributors consider topics ranging
from masculinity among the afghan pashtun to services offered for the disabled and from taliban extremism to the role of tv in the afghan
culture wars prioritizing the perspective and experiences of the people of afghanistan new insights are shared into the lives of those who

are hoping to build a secure future on the rubble of a violent past

pamiris or badakhshanis in popular discourse form a small group of iranic peoples who inhabit the mountainous region of pamir hindu
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kush being the historical region of badakhshan pamiri communities are located in the territories of four current nation states tajikistan
afghanistan china and pakistan this book provides insights in the identity process of a group of mountain communities whose vigorous
cultures languages and complex political history have continued to shape a strategic part of the world its various chapters capture what
being a pamiri may entail and critically explore the impact of both trans regionalism and the globalisation processes on activating
engaging and linking the dispersed communities the book presents a variety of lines of argument pertaining to pamiri identity and
identification processes structured in three parts the book first addresses themes relevant to the region s geography and the recent
history of pamiri communities the second section critically explores the rich philosophical religious and cultural pamiri heritage through
the writings of prominent historical figures the final section addresses issues pertaining to the contemporary diffusion of traditions peace
building interconnectivity and what it means to be a pamiri for the youth of the region contributions by experts in their field offer fresh
insights into the ismaili communities in the region while successfully updating the historical and ethnographic legacy of soviet times with
present day scholarship as the first collection of scholarly contributions in english entirely focusing on the pamiri people this book will be
of interest to academics in the fields of the history anthropology religious studies sociology linguistics education and geography of
central asia and or east asia as well as of islam islamic thought minority majority relations population movements and the processes of

defining and affirming identity among minority groups

this study focusing primarily on the period from the collapse of the soviet union until the present day identifies the key drivers of forest
degradation and the potential for forest landscape restoration in the caucasus and central asia the study was undertaken to support the
preparation of restoration pledges in the eight countries of the caucasus and central asia in the run up to the ministerial roundtable on
forest landscape restoration and the bonn challenge in the caucasus and central asia that took place in june 2018 in astana kazakhstan

at this roundtable armenia georgia kazakhstan kyrgyzstan tajikistan and uzbekistan committed to restore over 2 5 million ha of forest
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landscapes by 2030

an examination of the awareness of environmental and social justice issues in the former soviet republics from the western style
democracies of the baltic region to the totalitarian regimes of central asia and the resulting activism in those states the legacy of
environmental catastrophe in the states of the former soviet union includes desertification pollution and the toxic aftermath of industrial
accidents the most notorious of which was the chernobyl disaster of 1986 this book examines the development of environmental
activism in russia and the former soviet republics in response to these problems and its effect on policy and planning it also shows that
because of increasing economic ethnic and social inequality in the former soviet states debates over environmental justice are beginning
to come to the fore the book explores the varying environmental social political and economic circumstances of these countries which
range from the western style democracies of the baltic states to the totalitarian regimes of central asia and how they affect the ecological
environmental and public health among the topics covered are environmentalism in russia including the progressive nature of its laws on
environmental protection which are undermined by overburdened and underpaid law enforcement the effect of oil wealth on azerbaijan
and kazakhstan the role of nationalism in latvian environmentalism the struggle of russia s indigenous peoples for environmental justice
public participation in estonia s environmental movement and lack of access to natural capital in tajikistan environmental justice and
sustainability in the former soviet union makes clear that although fragile transition economies varying degrees of democratization and a
focus on national security can stymie progress toward just sustainability the diverse states of the former soviet union are making some

progress toward green and environmental justice issues separately

an international journal of materials characterization

this book will be of interest to readers concerned with the future of afghanistan and also those with a broader interest in post conflict
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rehabilitation in fragile states providing an important reference for operational agencies and researchers
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