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in  the  story  of  post  modernism  charles  jencks  the  authority  on  post
modern architecture and culture provides the defining account of post
modern architecture from its earliest roots in the early 60s to the present
day by breaking the narrative into seven distinct chapters which are both
chronological  and overlapping jencks  charts  the  ebb and flow of  the
movement the peaks and troughs of different ideas and themes the book
is  highly  visual  as  well  as  providing  a  chronological  account  of  the
movement each chapter also has a special feature on the major works of a
given period the first up to date narrative of post modern architecture
other major books on the subject were written 20 years ago an accessible
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narrative that will appeal to students who are new to the subject as well as
those who can remember its heyday in the 70s and 80s

in this latest issue of architectural design the guest editors are drawn like
the content from contrasting tastes and generations charles jencks the
definer of post modernism for thirty years discusses some issues that have
re emerged today while the young group of british architects fat argues
for a particular version of rpm an interview between rem koohaas and
charles  jencks  discusses  the  influence  of  post  modernism  while
investigations of street art graffiti and the 1980 venice biennale show that
communication is at the heart of this radical strain of architecture this
issue brings together an unlikely and exciting pairing of  guest editors
internationally  acclaimed  critic  charles  jencks  whose  name  became
synonymous with post modernism in the 80s and the dynamic architectural
group fat features work by arm atelier bow wow Édouard françois foa rem
koolhaas john and valerio olgiati

landforms are a fast developing art form that enjoy a wide following today
because of  their  multiple  uses  and their  enveloping beauty  as  formal
landscapes that often arise from necessity recycling a coal site for human
use or making new use of excess earth they are a pleasure to walk over
and through in this collection of his recent work charles jencks explains his
particular approach to the landform like the prehistoric earthworks of
britain that have been an inspiration such as stonehenge his landforms
contain cosmic symbolism and they draw together sculpture epigraphy
water  gardens  scrap  metal  and  architecture  they  address  perennial
themes identity patterns of nature death and the power of life but in a
contemporary way based on the insights of science so jencks portrays
universal  aspects  of  dna  the  spacetime  warp  of  a  black  hole  the
extraordinary way cells divide and unite and some basic forms of life other
designs include sharp comments on recent events a water garden of war
in france critiques the 2003 invasion of iraq using waterpults and hose
guns among other interactive features a white garden made from birch
trees  flying  bones  and  computer  graphics  deals  with  some  fatal
consequences of modernity jencks addresses with wit and irony some of
the  strange  possibilities  that  arise  with  extra  large  landforms
northumberlandia perhaps the largest human figure ever made presents
the  question  of  which  body  parts  one  can  walk  on  safely  which  are
dangerous and which need to be suppressed what became perhaps the
heaviest work of art in the world at 20 million tons was also the opportunity
to transform a large open cast mine into a dynamic landscape of giant
mounds and sculpted lakes as in his the garden of cosmic speculation to
which  this  book  is  a  sequel  jencks  seeks  to  define  a  new  landscape
iconography based on forms and themes that may be eternal in the sense
that  they  crystallise  nature  s  laws  some of  which  have  been  recently
discovered to see a world in a grain of sand was a poetic quest of william
blake and in a different sense to find the universe in a ritual landscape
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was a goal of prehistoric cultures jencks allies these spiritual affinities with
the view of science that stresses the common patterns that underlie all
parts  of  the cosmos thus making them like  our  home planet  and the
universe in a landscape

this  companion  text  to  the  author  s  learning  to  look  at  paintings
addresses some of the questions most commonly asked about modern art
covering key movements of  the modern and postmodern periods in  a
richly illustrated and engaging volume

in an age dominated by nationalism and ethnic conflict charles jencks
argues that these reactionary tendencies can be countered by an equally
powerful drive heterophilia the love of difference the desire to seek out
new experience and curiosity all of these are essential to the creation of a
new form of city the heteropolis epitomized by los angeles with over one
hundred ethnic groups forty different lifestyle clusters eighty languages
spoken in the schools and extraordinarily different flora and fauna los
angeles diversity has now become one of its main drawing points and
problems precariously  balanced between civil  unrest  and the  creative
enjoyment of difference it is something towards which other world cities
with  their  mass  migration  and  global  trade  are  heading  the  hetero
architecture of los angeles suggests a way beyond the present impasse
between the  fundamentalists  and the  multiculturalists  a  third  position
which  diffuses  confrontation  with  creative  displacement  and  inclusive
eclecticism the strange beauty of hetero architecture embraces variety its
informality allows marginalized groups to feel at home and its unusual
metaphors suggest our connection to the natural world frank gehry eric
owen moss morphosis frank israel and charles moore are its visible leaders
but there is also a vernacular and funk version of the genre as well as the
populist versions of jon jerde and disneyland the philosophy of hetero
architecture accepts difference as a necessity and turns it into a virtue
with an informal aesthetic at once polyglot abstract and representational
that is radically eclectic and inclusive in an understated way the l a style as
it is known bears affinities with other aesthetics such as the wabi and sabi
style  of  the  japanese  with  many  world  cities  now  facing  increasing
pluralization the heteropolis is bound to become a major urban form of
the future

a classic account which when written in 1977 was the first to define post
modernism in architecture an event which led to subsequent adoption of
the term in  many other  fields  it  is  the story  of  the failure  of  modern
architecture  to  communicate  with  its  users  and  the  attempt  of  post
modernists  to  overcome this  failure  with  a  richer  more  widely  shared
language post modern classicism google books

a sharp and lively text that covers issues in depth but not to the point that
they  become  inaccessible  to  beginning  students  an  introduction  to
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architectural theory is the first narrative history of this period charting the
veritable revolution in architectural thinking that has taken place as well
as the implications of this intellectual upheaval the first comprehensive
and critical history of architectural theory over the last fifty years surveys
the intellectual history of architecture since 1968 including criticisms of
high modernism the rise of postmodern and poststructural theory critical
regionalism  and  tectonics  offers  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the
significant changes that architectural thinking has undergone in the past
fifteen years includes an analysis of where architecture stands and where
it will likely move in the coming years

postmodernism has become the buzzword of contemporary society yet it
remains  baffling in  its  variety  of  definitions  contexts  and associations
beginning postmodernism aims to offer clear accessible and step by step
introductions  to  postmodernism  across  a  wide  range  of  subjects  it
encourages readers to explore how the debates about postmodernism
have  emerged  from  basic  philosophical  and  cultural  ideas  with  its
emphasis firmly on postmodernism in practice the book contains exercises
and questions designed to help readers understand and reflect upon a
variety  of  positions  in  the  following  areas  of  contemporary  culture
philosophy and cultural theory architecture and concepts of space visual
art sculpture and the design arts popular culture and music film video and
television culture and the social sciences

this pocket sized publication of the mondrian lecture given by charles
jencks reprints his talk in full along with various images jencks discusses
the  possibility  that  architecture  and  well  being  can  have  a  direct
correlation  exploring  how  architecture  can  influence  society  business
productivity  profits  and  hospitals  he  elaborates  with  examples  of
architectural determinism from both ancient and modern history with a
special focus on his experience with the maggie s centres cancer care
centres  set  up throughout  britain  by  jencks  and designed by  famous
architects whose purpose is to experiment with these ideas

boredom is a ubiquitous feature of modern life endured by everyone it is
both  cause  and  effect  of  modernity  and  of  situations  spaces  and
surroundings  as  such  this  book  argues  boredom  shares  an  intimate
relationship  with  architecture  one  that  has  been  seldom  explored  in
architectural  history  and  theory  boredom  architecture  and  spatial
experience investigates that relationship showing how an understanding
of boredom affords us a new way of looking at and understanding the
modern experience it reconstructs a series of episodes in architectural
history  from  the  19th  century  to  the  present  to  survey  how  boredom
became a normalized component of the everyday how it infiltrated into the
production and reception of architecture and how it serves to diagnose
moments  of  crisis  in  the  continuous  transformations  of  the  built
environment  erudite  and  innovative  the  work  moves  deftly  from
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architectural theory and philosophy to literature and psychology to make
its case combining archival material scholarly sources and illuminating
excerpts  from  conversations  with  practitioners  and  thinkers  including
charles jencks rem koolhaas sylvia lavin and jorge silvetti it reveals the
complexity and importance of boredom in architecture
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