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the authors share what they have learned about social relationships over the course of years struggling with the effects of autism

identifying ten unwritten rules as general guidelines for handling social situations

this book adopts durkheim s legal perspective to treat law as a symbol of social solidarities to examine chinese society the work analyzes
changes in the nature of social solidarity from observing changes in laws thus drawing together western socio legal theory and distinctive
chinese conditions it draws on durkheim s theoretical framework and methodology to develop a more comprehensive understanding of
the role of law using theories of others such as habermas and by taking into account the discussion of power and the conflicts of interests in
analyzing key social features during transition the analysis of social anomie in terms of the changes of juridical rules as well as the changes
in the nature of social solidarity provides an inspiring perspective to look into contemporary social problems the book will be essential

reading for researchers and academics working in the areas of socio legal studies legal theory and law and society in china

mahoney s starting point is the problem of essentialism in social science essentialism the belief that the members of a category possess
hidden properties essences that make them members of the category and that endow them with a certain nature is appropriate for
scientific categories atoms for instance but not for human ones revolutions for instance despite this much social science research takes place
from within an essentialist orientation those who reject this assumption goes so far in the other direction as to reject the idea of an external
reality independent of human beings altogether mahoney proposes an alternative approach that aspires to bridge this enduring rift in the
social sciences between those who take a scientific approach and assume that social science categories correspond to external reality and
thus believe that the methods used in the natural sciences are generally appropriate for the social sciences and those who take a
constructivist approach and believe that because the categories used to understand the social world are humanly constructed they cannot
possibly follow the science of the natural world as the name suggests scientific constructivism brings in aspects of both views and attempts
to unite them drawing from cognitive science it focuses on using the rational parts of our brain machinery to overcome the limitations and
deeply seated biases such as essentialism of our evolved minds specifically mahoney puts forth a set theoretic analysis that focuses on sets of

categories as they exist in the mind that are also subject to the mathematical logic of set theory he spends the first four chapters of the book
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establishing the foundations and methods for set theoretic analysis the next four chapters looking and how this analysis fits with the

existing tools of social science and the final four chapters focusing on how this approach can be used to study and understand cases

aimed at first year undergraduates studying sociology and related disciplines this introductory level textbook presents key ideas and

concepts in social theory and an account of their intellectual background

what is the relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences where do today s dominant approaches to doing social science
come from what are the main fissures and debates in contemporary social scientific thought how are we to make sense of seemingly
contrasting approaches to how social scientists find out about the world and justify their claims to have knowledge of it in this exciting
handbook ian jarvie and jesus zamora bonilla have put together a wide ranging and authoritative overview of the main philosophical
currents and traditions at work in the social sciences today starting with the history of social scientific thought this handbook sets out to
explore that core fundamentals of social science practice from issues of ontology and epistemology to issues of practical method along the
way it investigates such notions as paradigm empiricism postmodernism naturalism language agency power culture and causality bringing
together in one volume leading authorities in the field from around the world this book will be a must have for any serious scholar or

student of the social sciences

this book reinterprets the notion of the commons by tracing how it has been mobilised in the aftermath of economic crisis in a period of
widespread activism against the privatisation of resources and services implemented through austerity policies the reconceptualisation of
property as a non absolute and non individualistic institution has attracted a great deal of attention drawing on the case of the italian south
and in the wake of economic crisis this book offers a critical analysis of the struggle for the commons more specifically as it details how
discourses legal tools and policies based on disciplinary ideas of the commons are deployed in the neoliberal restructuring of societies the
book considers how conflicting ideas of the commons express different and often clashing visions of urban space in this regard moreover it
shows how law plays a central albeit ambivalent role in the struggle for the commons as both a governmental technique to regulate urban
space and its residents and as an emancipatory tactic to advance non proprietary visions of ownership this book will be of interest to

scholars in socio legal studies property law legal sociology and politics as well as others with more general interests in the critical potential
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of contemporary social movements
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