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over the past decade the political ground beneath the middle east has shifted
arab nationalism the political orthodoxy for most of this century has lost its grip
on the imagination and allegiance of a new generation at the same time islam as
an ideology has spread across the region and islamists bid to capture the center
of politics most western scholars and experts once hailed the redemptive power
of arabism arab awakening and islamic revival is a critical assessment of the
contradictions  of  arab  nationalism  and  islamic  fundamentalism  and  the
misrepresentation of both in the west the first part of the book argues that
arab nationalism the so called arab awakening bore within it the seeds of its own
failure arabism as an idea drew upon foreign sources and resources even as it
claimed  to  liberate  the  arabs  from  imperialism  it  deepened  intellectual
dependence upon the west s own romanticism and radicalism ultimately arab
nationalism became a force of oppression rather than liberation and a mirror
image of  the imperialism it  defied kramer s  essays together  form the only
chronological telling and the at fully documented postmortem of arabism the
second part of the book examines the similar failings of islamism whose ideas
are islamic reworkings of western ideological radicalism its effect has been to
give new life to old rationales for oppression authoritarianism and sectarian
division arab awakening and islamic revival provides an alternative view of a
century of middle eastern history as the region moves fitfully past ideology
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kramer s perspective is more compelling than at any time in the past in western
academe no less than among many in the middle this book will be of interest to
sociologists political scientists economists and middle east specialists

learn why marijuana use has increased in the new millennium according to the
substance abuse and mental  health services administration marijuana is  the
most commonly used illicit drug the cultural subcultural contexts of marijuana
use  at  the  turn  of  the  twenty  first  century  takes  a  close  look  at  present
cannabis  use trends in  the new millennium by providing the latest  research
findings and most current case studies age and ethnographic data are presented
in detail  always with a constant focus on the unique subcultural contexts in
today s society this examination explores the most pressing issues in marijuana
use including the increased popularity of blunt smoking the social ramifications
of marijuana use in gangs and southeast asian youth and alternative delivery
systems for medical marijuana the cultural subcultural contexts of marijuana
use  at  the  turn  of  the  twenty  first  century  discusses  various  aspects  of
marijuana being the drug of choice in today s culture including the different
subgroups of age economic status and ethnic background the book provides a
comprehensive view of the people reasons for use varied ways of ingesting the
drug and marijuana use rituals extensive references charts tables and figures are
included to enhance clarification of research findings the cultural  subcultural
contexts of marijuana use at the turn of the twenty first century discusses the
latest  research  findings  on  the  growth  of  marijuana  use  in  different  social
groups during the 1990s medical marijuana blunt smoking and marijuana use
rituals as settings for informal social controls marijuana use among minorities
marijuana use in youths and young adults marijuana use among gang members
adult use production distribution and administration of non smokable marijuana
the cultural subcultural contexts of marijuana use at the turn of the twenty first
century is insightful valuable and is certain to become a reference source for
researchers educators students and policy advocates

on january 18 1914 seven male poets gathered to eat a peacock w b yeats and
ezra pound the celebrities of the group led four lesser known poets to the
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sussex manor house of the man they were honouring wilfrid scawen blunt the
poet  horse  breeder  arabist  and  anti  imperialist  married  to  byron  s  only
granddaughter in this story of the curious occasion that came to be known as
the  peacock  dinner  immortalized  in  the  famous  photograph  of  the  poets
standing in a row lucy mcdiarmid creates a new kind of literary history derived
from intimacies rather than isms the dinner evolved from three close literary
friendships those between pound and yeats yeats and lady gregory and lady
gregory and blunt whose romantic affair thirty years earlier was unknown to the
others through close readings of unpublished letters diaries memoirs and poems
in an argument at all times theoretically informed mcdiarmid reveals the way
marriage  and adultery  as  well  as  friendship  offer  ways  of  transmitting  the
professional  culture  of  poetry  like  the  women  who  are  absent  from  the
photograph the poets at its edges f s flint richard aldington sturge moore and
victor plarr are also brought into the discussion adding interest by their very
marginality this is literary history told with considerable style and brio often
comically aware of the extraordinary alliances and rivalries of the seven male
poets  but  attuned  to  significant  issues  in  coterie  formation  literary
homosociality and the development of modernist poetics from late victorian
and georgian beginnings poets and the peacock dinner is written with critical
sophistication  and  a  wit  and  lightness  that  never  compromise  on  the  rich
texture of event and personality

winner of the wolfson history prize and described by a s byatt as one of the
finest biographies ever published this is fiona maccarthy s magisterial biography
of william morris legendary designer and father of the victorian arts and crafts
movement thrilling absorbing and majestic independent wonderfully ambitious
the definitive morris  biography sunday times delicious and intelligent  full  of
shining detail and mysteries respected daily telegraph oh the careful detail of
this marvellous book a model of scholarly biography new statesman since his
death in 1896 william morris has been celebrated as a giant of the victorian era
but his genius was so multifaceted and so profound that its full extent has rarely
been grasped many people may find it hard to believe that the greatest english
designer of his time possibly of all time could also be internationally renowned as
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a founder of the socialist movement and ranked as a poet with tennyson and
browning  in  her  definitive  biography  insightful  comprehensive  addictively
readable the award winning fiona maccarthy gives us a richly detailed portrait of
morris s complex character for the first time shedding light on his immense
creative powers as artist and designer of furniture fabrics wallpaper stained
glass  tapestry  and  books  his  role  as  a  poet  novelist  and  translator  on  his
psychology  and  his  emotional  life  his  frenetic  activities  as  polemicist  and
reformer  and  his  remarkable  circle  of  friends  literary  artistic  and  political
including dante gabriel rossetti and edward burne jones it is a masterpiece of
biographical art

the postwar era as seen by a master of counterespionage with an insight into his
professional downfall guy liddell was the director of mi5 s counterespionage b
division throughout the second world war during which he wrote a confidential
personal  diary  detailing  virtually  every  important  event  with  intelligence
significance those recently declassified diaries which were edited by nigel west
have now been followed by a postwar series which covers the period from the
german surrender until liddell s sudden resignation in may 1953 these eight years
contain  many  disturbing  secrets  such  as  the  cache  of  incriminating  nazi
documents which was supposed to be destroyed by the ss when these were
recovered intact the british government went to considerable lengths to keep
them from being disclosed for they provided proof of the duke of windsor s
contact through a portuguese intermediary with the enemy during the crucial
period in 1940 when the ex king declared himself ready to fly back from the
bahamas and be restored to the throne one of liddell s first tasks at the request
of buckingham palace was to retrieve and suppress the damaging material liddell
s diaries were never intended for publication and are filled with indiscretions that
shed  new  light  on  mi5  investigations  he  supervised  after  his  promotion  to
deputy director general in addition to such behind the scenes stories this book
includes details about the end of liddell s career and the mistakes that led to it
despite liddell s manifest failings and his reluctance to believe in the disloyalty of
men he regarded as friends he was probably the single most influential british
intelligence officer of his era nigel west s information is often so precise that
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many people believe he is the unofficial  historian of the secret services the
sunday times

this collection of twenty essays investigates a series of different aspects of
poetic influence in relation to the major modernist poet ezra pound the volume
commences  with  five  essays  on  matters  to  do  with  translation  and poetic
influence which situate ezra pound as an important transitional figure between
19th  century  and  20th  century  translation  strategies  the  next  five  essays
consider different influences on pound s poetry and introduce the reader to new
research in a variety of areas including how specific chinese cultural artefacts
inform his poetry the following five essays explore pound s influence on some of
his major contemporaries such as eugenio montale and charles olson and also
through the reading he gave her as a girl on his daughter mary de rachewiltz the
concluding five essays exemplify different approaches to the thorny issue of
pound and politics and end with two diametrically opposed interpretations of
pound  s  political  poetic  thought  the  collection  will  be  of  great  interest  to
scholars of ezra pound and of modern to postmodern poetry but it will  also
serve as a useful and lively introduction to some of the debates within pound
scholarship to students coming to his work for the first time

in its 114th year billboard remains the world s premier weekly music publication
and a diverse digital events brand content and data licensing platform billboard
publishes  the most  trusted charts  and offers  unrivaled reporting about  the
latest music video gaming media digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends
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