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this engaging deeply informed book provides the first concise history of one of china s most important eras leading scholar john w
dardess offers a thematically organized political social and economic exploration of china from 1368 to 1644 he examines how the
ming dynasty was able to endure for 276 years illuminating ming foreign relations and border control the lives and careers of its
sixteen  emperors  its  system  of  governance  and  the  kinds  of  people  who  served  it  its  great  class  of  literati  and  finally  the  mass
outlawry that in unhappy conjunction with the manchu invasions from outside ended the once mighty dynasty in the mid seventeenth
century the ming witnessed the beginning of china s contact with the west and its story will fascinate all readers interested in global
as well as asian history

historians of chinese technology have tended to pay little attention to the ming dynasty characterizing it  as a stagnantperiod
unmarked by significant inventions of the kind that in europe gave rise to the industrial revolution and the modern world yet the ming
was a period of extraordinary social cultural and economic vitality and change and it would be curious if technology had played no
part in these changes this pamphlet approaches the material world of the ming from a more anthropological perspective than has
been conventional among historians of china emphasizing the role of technologies in social order and identity

this book is a history of a high point in chinese culture seen through the riches of its images and objects not a simple emperor by
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emperor history empire of great brightness instead introduces the reader to themes that provide points of entry into ming china to
ideas of motion and rest to the position occupied by writing and objects featuring writing to ideas about pleasure about violence and
ageing it challenges notions of ming china as a culture closed off from the rest of the world by emphasizing the vibrant interactions
between china and the rest of asia at this period jacket

this volume covers the khitan dynasty of liao the tangut state of hsi hsia the jurchen empire of chin and the mongolian yüan dynasty

synthesizing exceptional cartography and impeccable scholarship this edition traces 12 000 years of history with 450 maps and over
200 000 words of text 200 illustrations

international  scholars  and  sinologists  discuss  culture  economic  growth  social  change political  processes  and  foreign  influences  in
china since the earliest pre dynastic period

the contributors to this book explore a variety of issues concerned with mainland china s political processes military structure and
economic development among them changes in both the ideological superstructure and the organizational base of chinese politics
the problem of succession military strategies and civil military relations the use o

in marco polo was in china hans ulrich vogel undertakes a thorough study of yuan currencies salts and revenues by comparing
marco polo manuscripts with chinese sources and thus offering new evidence for the venetian s stay in khubilai khan s empire

this  book  takes  the  argument  first  set  out  in  lineage  organization  in  south  eastern  china  a  step  further  it  incorporates  some  of
professor freedman s field data gathered in the hong kong new territories in 1963 and draws on a wide variety of written sources as
in  his  first  book  on  the  subject  the  author  seeks  to  analyse  certain  crucial  institutions  of  chinese  society  within  the  framework  of
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contemporary anthropological theory

the development of china s economy has long been an enigma to western historians did it consist of centuries of stagnation followed
by a period of collapse or was it a process of steady development reaching a high point by the eighteenth century what is certain is
that china s economic growth never developed into a full industrial revolution and china was overtaken by the west but the reasons
for this are highly contested both within and outside china topics of the key papers here include land use and land ownership
handicraft industries and early industrialization trade and commerce transport and communication and taxation and finance it begins
with papers on the earliest development of the economy in the qin and han dynasties but concentrates on the periods of greatest
interest  and  most  significant  development  namely  the  commercial  revolution  of  the  song  dynasty  the  industrial  and  commercial
expansion of the mid ming and the impact of western and japanese trade and investment in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

this is the first of two volumes in this major cambridge history dealing with the decline of the ch ing empire it opens with a survey of
the ch ing empire in china and inner asia at its height in about 1800 contributors study the complex interplay of foreign invasion
domestic rebellion and ch ing decline and restoration special reference is made to the peking administration the canton trade and the
early treaty system the taiping nien and other rebellions and the dynasty s survival in uneasy cooperation with the british russian
french american and other invaders each chapter is written by a specialist from the international community of sinological scholars no
knowledge  of  chinese  is  necessary  for  readers  with  chinese  proper  names  and  terms  are  identified  with  their  characters  in  the
glossary and full references to chinese japanese and other works are given in the bibliographies numerous maps illustrate the text
and there are a bibliographical essays describing the source materials on which each author s account is based

sweet potatoes were among the american crops christopher columbus brought back to europe where they were thought to be an
aphrodisiac in china this versatile root became a staple that fueled rapid population growth introduced to japan to stave off famine
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sweet potatoes later sustained the country s imperial expansion because this hardy plant can thrive in almost any soil it has long
been cultivated as a subsistence crop in southeast asia africa and oceania in recent years western health experts have begun
touting the humble sweet potato as a superfood with numerous nutritional benefits considering these events and many others staple
to superfood explores the sweet potato s rich history and remarkable global influence q edward wang demonstrates how this resilient
root has not only nourished communities but also defined their identities tracing its journeys through the intricate networks of global
trade and cultural  exchange he shows how the sweet  potato transformed agricultural  practices culinary traditions and social
structures  worldwide from the americas to  europe to  asia  and the pacific  the spread of  this  crop illuminates  the varied paths  that
global development has taken wang also contrasts the sweet potato with its botanically unrelated namesake the white potato
blending agricultural cultural and historical perspectives staple to superfood offers a fresh look at the power of food to transform
societies  it  is  a  compelling  exploration  of  how the  sweet  potato  shaped  the  modern  world  and  continues  to  influence  global  food
systems today

this second collection of studies by hok lam chan focuses on the person and the image of ming taizu the founder of the ming dynasty
and a powerful brutal and autocratic emperor who has had a significant impact not only in late imperial china but also in east asia
over the last six centuries individual studies look at the legitimation of the dynasty particular military and religious figures policies of
persecution and punishment and struggles over the succession

this volume in the authoritative cambridge history of china is devoted to the history of the ming dynasty with some account of the
three decades before the dynasty s formal establishment and of the ming courts which survived in south china for a generation after
1644 volume 7 deals primarily with political developments of the period but it also incorporates background in social economic and
cultural history where this is relevant to the course of events the ming period is the only segment of later imperial history during which
all of china proper was ruled by a native or han dynasty the success of the chinese in regaining control over their own government is
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an important event in history and the ming dynasty thus has been regarded both in ming times and even more so in this century as
an era of chinese resurgence the volume provides the largest and most detailed account of the ming period in any language
summarizing all modern research in chinese japanese and western languages the authors have gone far beyond a summary of the
state of the field but have incorporated original research on subjects that have never before been described in detail volume 7 will be
followed by a topical volume of ming history volume 8 that will offer detailed studies of institutional changes international relations
social and economic history and the history of ideas and of religion

this volume in the authoritative cambridge history of china is devoted to the history of the ming dynasty with some account of the
three decades before the dynasty s formal establishment and of the ming courts which survived in south china for a generation after
1644 volume 7 deals primarily with political developments of the period but it also incorporates background in social economic and
cultural history where this is relevant to the course of events the ming period is the only segment of later imperial history during which
all of china proper was ruled by a native or han dynasty the success of the chinese in regaining control over their own government is
an important event in history and the ming dynasty thus has been regarded both in ming times and even more so in this century as
an era of chinese resurgence the volume provides the largest and most detailed account of the ming period in any language
summarizing all modern research in chinese japanese and western languages the authors have gone far beyond a summary of the
state of the field but have incorporated original research on subjects that have never before been described in detail volume 7 will be
followed by a topical volume of ming history volume 8 that will offer detailed studies of institutional changes international relations
social and economic history and the history of ideas and of religion

this book is a study of the dual capital system of ming dynasty china 1368 1644 with a focus on the administrative functions of the
auxiliary  southern  capital  nanjing  it  argues  that  the  immense  geographical  expanse  of  the  chinese  empire  and  the  poor
communication infrastructure of pre modern times necessitated the establishment of an additional capital administration for effective
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control of the ming realm the existence of the southern capital which has been dismissed by scholars as redundant and insignificant
was the author argues justified by its ability to assist the primary northern capital better control the southern part of the imperial land
the practice of maintaining auxiliary capitals where the bureaucratic structures of the primary capital were replicated in varying
degrees was a unique and valuable approach to effecting bureaucratic control over vast territory in pre modern conditions nanjing
translates into english as southern capital and beijing as northern capital
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