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in this wide ranging discussion of kabbalah from the mystical trends of medieval judaism to modern hasidism one of the world s foremost scholars considers different visions of the nature of
the sacred text and of the methods to interpret it moshe idel takes as a starting point the fact that the postbiblical jewish world lost its geographical center with the destruction of the temple
and so was left with a textual center the holy book idel argues that a text oriented religion produced language centered forms of mysticism against this background the author demonstrates how
various jewish mystics amplified the content of the scriptures so as to include everything the world or god for example thus the text becomes a major realm for contemplation and the
interpretation of the text frequently becomes an encounter with the deepest realms of reality idel delineates the particular hermeneutics belonging to jewish mysticism investigates the progressive

filling of the text with secrets and hidden levels of meaning and considers in detail the various interpretive strategies needed to decodify the arcane dimensions of the text

focuses on a range of jewish and non jewish writers to examine the intersection of kabbalah the jewish mystical tradition and secular jewish literatures kabbalah and literature shows how the
jewish mystical tradition contributes to the renewal of literature in a modern global and increasingly disconnected age kitty miller explores kabbalab s conceptual underpinnings aesthetic
principles tenets and signifiers to demonstrate how literature s absorption of kabbalistic material has altered its ontology function and the tasks it sets for itself reading writers from europe and
the americas kitty millet maps how the kabbalist s desire to recover eden transforms into a latent messianic drive only intuitable through text thus it charts a journey of sorts a migration of
jewish mystical material embedded surreptitiously within text in order to shift ever so slightly at times the range of the literary to encompass an aesthetic vision not easily reducible to the
literal the known the allegorical or even the philosophical in this way kabbalab and literature proposes a novel intuitive approach shifting focus away from the jewish text s epistemological

elements to embrace its secrets
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no one theory of time is pursued in these essays but a major theme that threads them together is wolfson s signature idea of the timeswerve as a linear circularity or a circular linearity
expressions that are meant to avoid the conventional split between the rwo temporal modalities of the line and the circle the conception of time elicited by wolfson from a host of philosophical
and mystical sources both jewish and non jewish buttresses the contention that it is precisely structural invariability that engenders interpretive variation this hermeneutical axiom is justified
in turn by the presumption regarding the cadence of time as the constant return of what has always been what is yet to be the telling of time wells forth from the time of telling one cannot

speak of the being of time consequently except from the standpoint of the time of being nor of the time of being except from the standpoint of the being of time

an annotated anthology of jewish mystical works concepts and experiences a kabbalab and jewish mysticism reader explores issues relating to what has compelled jews to seek a more intimate
relationship with god it does this by providing readings from the most important mystical texts accompanied by daniel m borwity s insightful introductions and commentary it is carefully
designed to make the basic concepts and teachings of jewish mysticism accessible to a wide aundience and to ground these ideas within the broader jewish tradition horwitz s introduction
describes five major types of jewish mysticism and includes a brief chronology of its development with a timeline he begins with biblical prophecy and proceeds through the early mystical
movements up through current beliefs chapters on key subjects characterize mystical expression through the ages such as creation and deveikut cleaving to god the role of torah the erotic
inclinations toward good and evil magic prayer and ritual and more later chapters deal with hasidism the great mystical revival and rwentieth century mystics including abrabam isaac kook
kalonymous kalman shapira and abraham joshua heschel a final chapter addresses today s controversies concerning mysticism s place within judaism and its potential for enriching the religion

daniel m horwitz is chapel rabbi at congregation beth yeshurun in houston texas he is a teacher at the akiba academy of beth yeshurun and the houston melton adult mini school

the set of jewish mystical teachings known as kabbalah are often imagined as timeless texts teachings that have been passed down through the millennia vyet as this groundbreaking new study
shows kabbalab flourished in a specific time and place emerging in response to the social prejudices that jews faced bartley lachter a scholar of religion studies transports us to medieval spain a
place where anti semitic propaganda was on the rise and jewish political power was on the wane kabbalistic revolution proposes that given this context kabbalah must be understood as a
radically empowering political discourse while the era s christian preachers claimed that jews were blind to the true meaning of scripture and bad been abandoned by god the kabbalists
countered with a doctrine that granted jews a uniquely privileged relationship with god lachter demonstrates how kabbalah envisioned this increasingly marginalized group at the center of the
universe their mystical practices serving to maintain the harmony of the divine world for students of jewish mysticism kabbalistic revolution provides a new approach to the development of

medieval kabbalab yet the book s central questions should appeal to anyone with an interest in the relationships berween religious discourses political struggles and ethnic pride

kabbalistic manuscripts and textual theory uncovers the unstated assumptions and expectations of scribes and scholars who fashioned editions from manuscripts of jewish mystical literature this
study offers a theory of kabbalistic textualiry in which the material book the printed page no less than handwritten manuscripts serves as the site for textual dialogue berween jewish mystics of
different periods and locations the refashioning of the text through the process of reading and commenting that takes place on the page in the margins and berween the lines blurs the
boundaries between the traditionally defined roles of author reader commentator and editor this study shows that kabbalists and academic editors reinvented the text in their own image as
part of a fluid textual process that was nothing short of transformative this book is certainly monumental offering in its seven hundred pages a wealth of documentation and distilled argument
that manages to be both comprebensive in its materials and transparent in its critical insights it is rare indeed that a work of such formidable scholarship can actually be a pleasure to read

and convincing in its elucidation of what are often extremely complex documentary circumstances and editorial traditions from the foreword by david greetham

a text supplemented by more than a bhundred illustrations of letters art and sculpture covers such topics as the four divine names and the five modalities of being the life of infinity and the

significance of each of the twenty two letters of the hebrew alphabet

this remarkable and groundbreaking study explores the author s view that there is a close correspondence berween the basic tenets of alchemy and those of jewish esoteric tradition generally

known as kabbalah the author arturo schwary points out that both alchemy and kabbalah are frequently distorted in popular as well as scholarly literature the real concern of alchemy is not
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to transmute lead into gold but rather through the investigation of the self to evolve from the state of ignorance symbolized by lead to that of awareness symbolized by gold as schwary points
out this drive toward self awareness is also basic in the teachings of the major kabbalists schwarz goes on to explain that in both systems one of the major instruments of understanding our
inner self is love both physical and spiritual through a careful analysis of the use of sexual imagery in both systems schwarz builds bis fascinating and eye opening thesis that alchemy and

kabbalistic tradition share profound similarities

rather than treating the jewish kabbalah as merely one heretical doctrine among others in fuente s novel tera nostra penn spanish u of leicester argues that examining its presence is vital for
understanding both the theme and style be draws on 20th century scholarship showing links between jewish mysticism and theories of history and textuality and literary implementations of the
kabbalah by writers who significantly influenced fuentes such as alego carpentier and jorge luis borges his discusses the kabbalistic concept of language and its operation in the novel celestina as

metaphysical woman kabbalistic time and a novelistic historiography the text is double spaced annotation 2004 book news inc portland or booknews com

designed as a reference work for the student and general reader this kabbalistic dictionary is a concise and handy guide to the history and treasures of the jewish mystical tradition it is the first
dictionary of kabbalah to provide an overview of the major themes of jewish kabbalistic thought as it developed over the centuries and also contains brief introductions to its major
practitioners in addition to the dictionary itself the book contains a chronology of kabbalah a history of kabbalah from ancient times to the present maps illustrations and an insight into the

emergence of the kabbalah centre in california where many celebrities including madonna worship

kabbalah the mystical journey of the soul to infinity by nelson cole there is a hidden code that permeates all of existence an ancient knowledge that reveals the invisible architecture of the
universe and the deepest purpose of the human soul kabbalah the spiritual map of the universe is not just a book it is a portal to this timeless mystery each page is an invitation to pierce the
veils of illusion and access the hidden forces that shape reality renowned scholar nelson cole takes you on a fascinating journey through the fundamental principles of kabbalab from the tree of
life and its ten sefirot to the power of divine names from the forces of angels and demons to the enigma of reincarnation from the soul s journey to the spiritual correction of the world this
book unweils the secrets of the zohar gematria and the subtle influence of hebrew letters offering a practical guide for those secking to integrate this wisdom into their daily lives but this is no
ordinary reading each concept each teaching echoes as a call to awaken you will realize that nothing in your life is random everything is governed by an energetic flow that can be understood
deciphered and harnessed for spiritual transformation and personal ascension as you embark on this path you will see that the universe is not random chaos but a precise design filled with
meaning and purpose and most importantly you will discover that you are a crucial piece in this grand cosmic blueprint kabbalah is not just an esoteric theory it is a living map a system of
knowledge and practice that can reshape your perception of reality and deepen your connection with the divine the call has been made are you ready to cross the threshold and unveil the

bidden secrets awaiting your understanding

this is the first translation ever made from a critical aramaic text of the zobar which has been established by professor daniel matt based on a wide range of original manuscripts the work will
eventually span rwelve volumes the extensive commentary appearing at the bottom of each page clarifies the kabbalistic symbolism and terminology and cites sources and parallels from biblical

rabbinic and kabbalistic texts publisher s description

ascensions on high took many forms in jewish mysticism and they permeated most of its history from its inception until hasidism the book surveys the various categories with an emphasis on
the architectural images of the ascent like the resort to images of pillars lines and ladders after surveying the variety of scholarly approaches to religion the author also offers what he proposes as
an eclectic approach and a perspectivist one the latter recommends to examine religious phenomena from a variety of perspectives the author investigates the specific issue of the pillar in jewish
mysticism by comparing it to the archaic resort to pillars recurring in rural societies given the fact that the ascent of the soul and pillars constituted the concerns of two main romanian
scholars of religion ioan p culianu and mircea eliade idel resorts to their views and in the concluding remarks analyzes the emergence of eliade s vision of judaism on the basis of neglected

sources
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kabbalah is the tradition of jewish mysticism long kept secret and taught only to married men over forty it is a collection of teachings and practices that help us reveal our own pure nature

and our possibility for direct mystical experience of the divine the legacy of this great lineage was nearly lost in the bolocaust when almost 8o percent of its practitioners were murdered cooper

sought out the few surviving rabbis trained in kabbalah in the united states and israel and became their student now as a respected rabbi and teacher he brings kabbalah out if its place of

secrecy and into the open combining his background in meditation and rabbinic studies rabbi david cooper is uniquely qualified to make kabbalab accessible to a broad range of people the

meditative and contemplative practices in this book help the student turn meaningful teachings into deep personal experiences god is a verb is the first practical jewish book of life and death

and within it is the recovery of the soul of the oldest living religion in the west
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