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A Radiant Tapestry of American Identity: A
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Prepare to embark on a truly magical journey with Rebecca Stefoff's adaptation of
Ronald Takaki's seminal work, A Different Mirror For Young People: A History of
Multicultural America. This isn't just a history book; it's a vibrant, breathing testament
to the multifaceted soul of America, presented in a way that captivates and resonates
with readers of all ages. From the moment you open its pages, you're invited into an
imaginative setting that transcends dusty textbooks and dry facts. Instead, you're
met with the rich narratives of individuals, their struggles, their triumphs, and their
indelible contributions to the American story.

What truly sets this book apart is its profound emotional depth. Stefoff masterfully
weaves together personal accounts, historical events, and insightful analysis to
create a tapestry that is both intellectually stimulating and deeply moving. You'll find
yourself empathizing with the pioneers who crossed oceans, the laborers who built
railroads, and the activists who fought for equality. The book doesn't shy away from
the hardships faced by various communities, but it always frames these challenges
within a context of resilience and the enduring hope for a better future. This
emotional honesty makes the history feel alive, accessible, and profoundly human.

The universal appeal of A Different Mirror For Young People is undeniable. Whether
you're a seasoned history buff, a casual reader seeking to understand the world
around you, or a professional looking for fresh perspectives, this book offers



A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America Paperback 2012 Author
Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

2
A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America

Paperback 2012 Author Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

something truly special. It’s a gentle yet powerful invitation to see America not as a
monolithic entity, but as a dynamic, ever-evolving mosaic. The language is engaging
and accessible, making complex historical themes understandable without sacrificing
nuance. This optimistic approach fosters a sense of shared humanity and encourages
critical thinking about our collective past and present. It's a testament to the power
of storytelling to bridge divides and foster understanding, a truly timeless quality.

Imaginative Setting: The book transforms historical accounts into vivid narratives that
transport the reader to different eras and cultures within America.

Emotional Depth: Readers will connect with the personal stories of struggle, resilience, and
hope that form the core of the American multicultural experience.

Universal Appeal: Accessible and insightful, the book speaks to anyone curious about the
diverse foundations of the United States, regardless of age or background.

This book is more than just an educational resource; it's an experience. It's an
opportunity to discover or revisit the magical journey of how America came to be, a
tapestry woven with threads of countless cultures and experiences. You'll find
yourself entertained, enlightened, and inspired. In a world that often feels
fragmented, A Different Mirror For Young People offers a crucial reminder of our
interconnectedness and the strength that lies within our diversity.

We wholeheartedly recommend A Different Mirror For Young People: A History of
Multicultural America. It’s a timeless classic that deserves a place on every bookshelf.
This book doesn't just tell a story; it invites you to become a part of it. It’s a
compelling and essential read that will entertain you while enriching your
understanding of the vibrant, complex, and ultimately beautiful reality of
multicultural America. This book continues to capture hearts worldwide because it
offers a vision of America that is inclusive, aspirational, and deeply resonant. Its
lasting impact is a testament to its power to foster empathy, spark conversation, and
celebrate the enduring spirit of a nation built by many.

In conclusion, experience the magic for yourself. This is a book that will stay with
you long after you've turned the final page, a powerful reminder of the diverse
narratives that shape our nation. A Different Mirror For Young People is a truly
exceptional work, and we offer a strong recommendation that celebrates its lasting
impact and its ability to entertain and enlighten for generations to come.
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this comprehensive title is among the first to extensively use newly released 2010 u s
census data to examine multiculturalism today and tomorrow in america this
distinction is important considering the following npr report by eyder peralta based
on the first national numbers released by the census bureau the ap reports that
minorities account for 90 percent of the total u s growth since 2000 due to
immigration and higher birth rates for latinos according to john logan a brown
university sociologist who has analyzed most of the census figures the futures of
most metropolitan areas in the country are contingent on how attractive they are to
hispanic and asian populations both non hispanic whites and blacks are getting older



A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America Paperback 2012 Author
Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

4
A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America

Paperback 2012 Author Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

as a group these groups are tending to fade out he added another demographer
william h frey with the brookings institution told the washington post that this has
been a pivotal decade we re pivoting from a white black dominated american
population to one that is multiracial and multicultural multicultural america a
multimedia encyclopedia explores this pivotal moment and its ramifications with
more than 900 signed entries not just providing a compilation of specific ethnic
groups and their histories but also covering the full spectrum of issues flowing from
the increasingly multicultural canvas that is america today pedagogical elements
include an introduction a thematic reader s guide a chronology of multicultural
milestones a glossary a resource guide to key books journals and internet sites and
an appendix of 2010 u s census data finally the electronic version will be the only
reference work on this topic to augment written entries with multimedia for today s
students with 100 videos with transcripts from getty images and video vault the
agence france press and sky news as reviewed by the media librarian of the rutgers
university libraries working in concert with the title s editors

a longtime professor of ethnic studies at the university of california at berkeley
ronald takaki was recognized as one of the foremost scholars of american ethnic
history and diversity when the first edition of a different mirror was published in
1993 publishers weekly called it a brilliant revisionist history of america that is likely
to become a classic of multicultural studies and named it one of the ten best books of
the year now rebecca stefoff who adapted howard zinn s best selling a people s
history of the united states for younger readers turns the updated 2008 edition of
takaki s multicultural masterwork into a different mirror for young people drawing
on takaki s vast array of primary sources and staying true to his own words whenever
possible a different mirror for young people brings ethnic history alive through the
words of people including teenagers who recorded their experiences in letters
diaries and poems like zinn s a people s history takaki s a different mirror offers a
rich and rewarding people s view perspective on the american story

the music of multicultural america explores the intersection of performance identity
and community in a wide range of musical expressions fifteen essays explore
traditions that range from the klezmer revival in new york to arab music in detroit to
west indian steel bands in brooklyn to kathak music and dance in california to irish
music in boston to powwows in the midwestern plains to hispanic and native musics
of the southwest borderlands many chapters demonstrate the processes involved in
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supporting promoting and reviving community music others highlight the ways in
which such american institutions as city festivals or state and national folklife
agencies come into play thirteen themes and processes outlined in the introduction
unify the collection s fifteen case studies and suggest organizing frameworks for
student projects due to the diversity of music profiled in the book mexican mariachi
african american gospel asian west coast jazz women s punk french american cajun
and anglo american sacred harp and to the methodology of fieldwork ethnography
and academic activism described by the authors the book is perfect for courses in
ethnomusicology world music anthropology folklore and american studies audio and
visual materials that support each chapter are freely available on the atmuse website
supported by the archives of traditional music at indiana university

between the civil war and world war i the united states underwent the most rapid
economic expansion in history at the same time the country experienced
unparalleled rates of immigration in the rise of multicultural america susan mizruchi
examines the convergence of these two extraordinary developments no issue was
more salient in postbellum american capitalist society she argues than the country s
bewilderingly diverse population this era marked the emergence of americans self
consciousness about what we today call multiculturalism mizruchi approaches this
complex development from the perspective of print culture demonstrating how both
popular and elite writers played pivotal roles in articulating the stakes of this national
metamorphosis in a period of widespread literacy writers assumed a remarkable
cultural authority as best selling works of literature and periodicals reached vast
readerships and immigrants could find newspapers and magazines in their native
languages mizruchi also looks at the work of journalists photographers social
reformers intellectuals and advertisers identifying the years between 1865 and 1915
as the founding era of american multiculturalism mizruchi provides a historical
context that has been overlooked in contemporary debates about race ethnicity
immigration and the dynamics of modern capitalist society her analysis recuperates a
legacy with the potential to both invigorate current battle lines and highlight points
of reconciliation

takaki traces the economic and political history of indians african americans
mexicans japanese chinese irish and jewish people in america with considerable
attention given to instances and consequences of racism the narrative is laced with
short quotations cameos of personal experiences and excerpts from folk music and
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literature well known occurrences such as the triangle shirtwaist factory fire the trail
of tears the harlem renaissance and the japanese internment are included students
may be surprised by some of the revelations but will recognize a constant thread of
rampant racism the author concludes with a summary of today s changing economic
climate and offers rodney king s challenge to all of us to try to get along readers will
find this overview to be an accessible cogent jumping off place for american history
and political science plus a guide to the myriad other sources identified in the notes

this comprehensive title is among the first to extensively use newly released 2010 u s
census data to examine multiculturalism today and tomorrow in america this
distinction is important considering the following npr report by eyder peralta based
on the first national numbers released by the census bureau the ap reports that
minorities account for 90 percent of the total u s growth since 2000 due to
immigration and higher birth rates for latinos according to john logan a brown
university sociologist who has analyzed most of the census figures the futures of
most metropolitan areas in the country are contingent on how attractive they are to
hispanic and asian populations both non hispanic whites and blacks are getting older
as a group these groups are tending to fade out he added another demographer
william h frey with the brookings institution told the washington post that this has
been a pivotal decade we re pivoting from a white black dominated american
population to one that is multiracial and multicultural multicultural america a
multimedia encyclopedia explores this pivotal moment and its ramifications with
more than 900 signed entries not just providing a compilation of specific ethnic
groups and their histories but also covering the full spectrum of issues flowing from
the increasingly multicultural canvas that is america today pedagogical elements
include an introduction a thematic reader s guide a chronology of multicultural
milestones a glossary a resource guide to key books journals and internet sites and
an appendix of 2010 u s census data finally the electronic version will be the only
reference work on this topic to augment written entries with multimedia for today s
students with 100 videos with transcripts from getty images and video vault the
agence france press and sky news as reviewed by the media librarian of the rutgers
university libraries working in concert with the title s editors

the music of multicultural america explores the intersection of performance identity
and community in a wide range of musical expressions fifteen essays explore
traditions that range from the klezmer revival in new york to arab music in detroit to
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west indian steel bands in brooklyn to kathak music and dance in california to irish
music in boston to powwows in the midwestern plains to hispanic and native musics
of the southwest borderlands many chapters demonstrate the processes involved in
supporting promoting and reviving community music others highlight the ways in
which such american institutions as city festivals or state and national folklife
agencies come into play thirteen themes and processes outlined in the introduction
unify the collection s fifteen case studies and suggest organizing frameworks for
student projects due to the diversity of music profiled in the book mexican mariachi
african american gospel asian west coast jazz women s punk french american cajun
and anglo american sacred harp and to the methodology of fieldwork ethnography
and academic activism described by the authors the book is perfect for courses in
ethnomusicology world music anthropology folklore and american studies audio and
visual materials that support each chapter are freely available on the atmuse website
supported by the archives of traditional music at indiana university

this third edition of gale encyclopedia of multicultural america updates the essays in
the second edition on specific minority and ethnic groups in the u s with an emphasis
on culture religions holidays customs language in addition to information on
historical background and settlement patterns it will also add cultures not covered in
the second edition the encyclopedia also includes ethnoreligious groups such as jews
chaldeans and amish each essay has a listing of organizations and research centers
names addresses and contact information for periodicals radio and television
stations and a list of suggestions for further reading includes 23 new ethnic groups
and 152 revised ethnic entries approximately one third of the essays will include a
recipe for a traditional dish associated with that ethnic group also featured is a
general annotated bibliography with over 100 items regarding multiculturalism
consistent headings throughout each essay will make information easy to find and
invite comparisons and full color photographs and illustrations will make the content
more engaging each essay will also be accompanied by a map showing either
historical or current population patterns in the united states for the ethnic group in
question key features advisory board guided the content updating each signed entry
has been reviewed by a subject scholar for accuracy engaging beautiful images now
in full color traditional recipes accompany c one third of the entries new feature up to
date census information and population maps updated directory information 23 new
entries 152 revised entries
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this book uses national public opinion data and public opinion data from los angeles
to compare ethnic differences in patriotism and ethnic identity and ethnic differences
in support for multicultural norms and group conscious policies the authors find
evidence of strong patriotism among all groups and the classic pattern of
assimilation among the new wave of immigrants

table of contents

the fourteen essays in this volume address the pros and cons of multiculturalism and
explore its relationship with liberal democracy

contains primary source material

recognizing that ethnic differences are transforming american education
expectations political ideals and popular culture gale presents a vital new
multicultural reference gale encyclopedia of multicultural america contains original
essays on specific minority and ethnic groups in the u s with an emphasis on culture
religions holidays customs language in addition to information on historical
background and settlement patterns

the first publication of its kind multicultural america is a resource book containing
essays syllabi projects and bibliographies to assist university teachers in
multiculturalizing courses in american studies including ethnic studies women s
studies history music art literature and education betty e m ch maj focuses on the
artsópopular and fine oral and writtenóto demonstrate how to read cultural and
social meanings the book is grounded in the conviction that artists do have a special
capacity to illuminate differences when cultures clash part i syllabi are designed to
provide teachers with a wealth of ideas for creating and amending courses part ii
essays is a collection based on personal experience or reported from an inside point
of view and part iii bibliography and checklists is a great resource for literary musical
and visual materials ch maj makes strong the connection between art and society
aesthetic values and social urgency the humanities and the social sciences and
culture and context

in this vibrant fact packed romp through the last 100 years rediscovering
americaexplores the lost history of america highlighting and reintegrating the
complex contributions of women african asian hispanic and native americans
immigrants artists renegades rebels rogues and others normally cast to the margins



A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America Paperback 2012 Author
Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

9
A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America

Paperback 2012 Author Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

of history books but without whom there is no honest accounting of american history
in an accessible timeline format it paints an inclusive picture of our recent past
without sentiment or favor respecting the true richness and complexity of 100 years
in the life of a nation

this encyclopedia contains 50 thorough profiles of the most numerically significant
immigrant groups now making their homes in the united states telling the story of
our newest immigrants and introducing them to their fellow americans one of the
main reasons the united states has evolved so quickly and radically in the last 100
years is the large number of ethnically diverse immigrants that have become part of
its population people from every area of the world have come to america in an effort
to realize their dreams of more opportunity and better lives either for themselves or
for their children this book provides a fascinating picture of the lives of immigrants
from 50 countries who have contributed substantially to the diversity of the united
states exploring all aspects of the immigrants lives in the old world as well as the new
each essay explains why these people have come to the united states how they have
adjusted to and integrated into american society and what portends for their future
accounts of the experiences of the second generation and the effects of relations
between the united states and the sending country round out these unusually rich
and demographically detailed portraits

focusing on a variety of groups jews chinese japanese africans irish mexicans
afghans vietnamese and more this volume tells america s story through the millions
of people who came here seeking the opportunity

focusing on a variety of groups jews chinese japanese africans irish mexicans
afghans vietnamese and more this volume tells america s story through the millions
of people who came here seeking the opportunity

describes the increasing cultural diversity in america and its effects on american
society

in the study of multicultural education there are key names places concepts and legal
actions which provide a foundation for the field this reference includes more than
400 entries from a broad range of topics related to multicultural education which the
authors define as education geared toward reducing bias ensuring equity and
promoting understanding of the self and others each item in the encyclopedia has



A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America Paperback 2012 Author
Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

10
A Different Mirror For Young People A History Of Multicultural America

Paperback 2012 Author Rebecca Stefoff Ronald Takaki

been chosen for its value in illuminating one or more particular concerns in the field
each entry not only helps to identify and place in an historical perspective a concept
place person event or legal action but also links that topic to an important aspect of
multicultural education while the encyclopedia provides coverage of numerous terms
from the social sciences and discusses various court decisions and historical events it
also includes entries for notable persons from a wide range of cultural groups these
persons exemplify the achievements and diversity of america s many cultures and
are often discussed within a multicultural curriculum in addition the volume provides
entries for cultural and ethnic groups these entries discuss the educational needs
and experiences of the group thus there are entries for such groups as african
americans anglo americans asian americans hispanic americans and jewish
americans for organizations such as the anti defamation league of b nai b rith for
several native american people for persons such as george washington carver
geronimo and jesse jackson and for numerous terms and concepts such as busing
institutional racism gender equity quota systems and reverse discrimination entries
provide bibliographic information and the volume concludes with a selected general
bibliography
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