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the father of jewish mysticism offers an incisive look at the early life and writings of gershom scholem 1897 1982 the father of modern jewish mysticism and a major 20th
century jewish intellectual daniel weidner offers the first full length study published in english of scholem s thought scholem a historian ofthe kabbalah and sharp critic of
jewish assimilation played a major role in the study and popularization of jewish mysticism through his work on the kabbalah scholem turned the closed world of mystical
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texts into a force for jewish identity skillfully drawing on scholem s early diaries and writings the father of jewish mysticism introduces a young soon to be legendary
intellectual in search of himself and judaism

with origins extending back in time beyond the dead sea scrolls the body of writings and beliefs known as the kabbalah has come to be increasingly recognized not only
as one of the most intriguing aspects of judaism but also as an important part of a broader mystical tradition here is one of the most enlightening studies ever to plumb
its complex depths and range over its rich history written by the late gershom scholem the world s leading authority on the kabbalah illuminated in this fascinating work
are the centuries of efforts by kabbalists to discover the secrets of god and the universe through the symbols of the physical world and the mysteries of language a
mammoth search set against a background of jewish life in spain poland germany and the rest of europe brought to life are such remarkable personalities as shabbetai
zevi the 17th century pseudo messiah who raised the jewish world to near ecstasy before plunging it into disillusion and the charismatic jacob frank who threatened to
disastrously divide the jewish religion we learn the connection between the kabbalah and such haunting legends as the dybbuk the goel and lilith as well as its
relationship to the practice of white magic palm reading and satanism long cloaked in obscurity the kabbalah is revealed by this book to contain suggestive power which
still entrances both the intellect and the imagination publisher

through a lifetime of passionate scholarship gershom scholem 1897 1982 uncovered the domains of tradition hidden under the debris of centuries and made the history
of jewish mysticism and messianism comprehensible and relevant to current jewish thought in this paperback edition of his definitive book on scholem s work david biale
has  shortened  and  rearranged  his  study  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  reader  and  the  student  a  new  introduction  and  new  passages  in  the  main  text  highlight  the
pluralistic character of jewish theology as seen by scholem the place of the kabbalah in debates over zionism versus assimilation and the interpretation of kafka as a
jewish writer

gershom scholem the great humanist thinker and founder of modern kabbalah is all but forgotten today but here in a biography as daring and inquisitive as its subject
george prochnik goes in search of scholem restoring the reputation of a vital intellectual and finding in his work a vision with the power to reinvigorate contemporary
religious and political thought tracing scholem s life from his upbringing in berlin where he experienced a close and transformative friendship with walter benjamin
prochnik  reveals  how scholem s  frustration  with  the  bourgeois  ideology  of  germany  during  wwi  led  him to  discover  mystic  judaism kabbalah  and  finally  zionism but
having emigrated to what was to become israel scholem again found himself a stranger in a strange land ill at ease with a prevailing conservative form of zionism
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prochnik follows scholem to the modern holy land only to find that he too is disillusioned by the state politics he encounters but through his profound study of scholem
and his own experience of jerusalem prochnik not only questions the ideological and religious constructs of jerusalem but finds an ethical way forward showing how a
new form of pluralism might energize jewish thought

the articles collected in scholar and kabbalist the life and work of gershom scholem present diverse biographical aspects and the scholarly oeuvre of arguably the most
influential  jewish  israeli  intellectual  of  the  20th  century  immigrating  to  palestine  in  1923  gershom  scholem  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  hebrew  university  in
jerusalem and was the first to establish jewish mysticism as a scholarly discipline the articles collected here reflect the diversity of scholem s intellectual scope including
his contribution to jewish studies as a scholar of kabbalah religion and history as a bibliophile and an expert librarian of judaica central aspects of scholem s impact on
jewish historiography literature and art in israel europe and the us are presented to the reader for the first time

in the early part of the twentieth century gershom scholem 1897 1982 founded the academic discipline of the study of jewish mysticism in so doing he not only broke
new scholarly ground but he also revolutionized the field of judaic studies as a whole and left an indelible mark on the study of religion this book presents essays by
several of israel s eminent scholars reflecting on scholem s impact on the academic and jewish worlds and his life as a scholar a jewish thinker and an activist the editor
has provided an intellectual and spiritual biography of scholem which complements the papers by ephraim urbach joseph ben shlomo isaiah tishby rivka schatz malachi
beit  arié  nathan  rotenstreich  and  joseph  dan  together  they  highlight  the  enduring  signficance  of  scholem  s  work  which  has  remained  the  touchstone  for  all  further
scholarship on jewish mysticism and kabbala this volume thus sets the context for the current debate conducted by a new generation of scholars who have introduced
fresh ideas new methodologies and radical critique of the man they still revere as their master

sponsored by the gershom scholem center for the study of jewish mysticism

for decades gershom scholem kept these diaries locked away returning to them only to refresh his memory of past events and eloquent observations they remained
unread by others until the meticulously edited german edition of this book appeared in 2002 lamentations of youth gives insight into a crucial stage in scholem s life
beginning when he was a student in berlin during the first world war a time of incubation and growth for his later ideas much of the journal writing however took place in
switzerland a magnet for radical artists socialist intellectuals and revolutionaries fleeing war the diaries are where scholem forges his anarchic orthodoxy and where he
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chronicles his intense relationship with walter benjamin many entries have the crisp quality of literary aphorisms crafted in the great german tradition of kafka and canetti
for scholem and benjamin the time they spent together in switzerland spawned an astoundingly original view of literary criticism interpretation and cultural transmission
more personally the themes of friendship love and heartbreak that dominate these pages later reemerge in scholem s scholarship no longer is the inner life of the critic
seen as distinct from his textual criticism they are deeply and esoterically intertwined

in  this  finely  crafted  critical  biography  amir  engel  provides  a  corrective  to  much  of  the  vast  literature  on  the  enigmatic  but  highly  influential  twentieth  century  figure
gershom scholem engel contends that scholem s major achievement lies not in his scholarly discoveries but in his creation rather than finding the truth of the kabbalah
he molded the vast literature of jewish mystical lore into narratives indeed stories which entail new truths positioning scholem s narratives in the context in which they
were originally told engel discusses two interrelated stories the story of scholem s life and the story he told in his historiography gershom scholem an intellectual
biography describes scholem s formative years starting with his early adolescence before the first world war and ending when he reached recognition as an established
scholar in the 1950 s it discusses scholem s early activism in the zionist youth movements in berlin his activism against world war one his insistent search for father
figures and his ultimate failures it continues with a discussion of the crisis scholem underwent after immigrating to palestine his activism and the events that led him to
rethink  his  politics  finally  it  describes  scholem  s  retreat  from  politics  his  realization  that  his  vision  of  zionism  was  undone  by  powers  much  greater  than  his  own
simultaneously this book offers a contextualized study of scholem s major historiographical works for scholem s study of the mystical lore cannot be separated from his
political activism his demands to renew a dying nation and the events he experienced in his life among other aspects of his historiography the book discusses scholem s
interpretation of the kabbalistic myth of exile the messianic misadventure of sabbatai zevi and the aftermath of the sabbatian debacle beyond offering a novel
perspective on scholem this book opens a unique window onto some of the fundamental questions and problems of the first half of the 20th century in central europe
and in israel palestine

gershom scholem is celebrated as the twentieth century s most profound student of  the jewish mystical  tradition walter  benjamin as a master thinker whose
extraordinary essays mix the revolutionary the revelatory and the esoteric scholem was a precocious teenager when he met benjamin who became his close friend and
intellectual mentor his account of that relationship which was to remain crucial for both men is both a celebration of his friend s spellbinding genius and a lament for the
personal and intellectual self destructiveness that culminated in benjamin s suicide in 1940 at once prickly and heartbroken argumentative and loving walter benjamin
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the story of a friendship is an absorbing memoir with the complication of character and motive of a novel as scholem revisits the passionate engagements over marxism
and kabbala europe and palestine that he shared with benjamin it is as if he sought to summon up his lost friend s spirit again to have the last word in the argument that
might have saved his life

a deep and abiding passion wedded to the keenest of intellects shaped scholem s life s work the study of jewish mysticism

the legendary correspondence between the critic walter benjamin and the historian gershom scholem bears indispensable witness to the inner lives of two remarkable
and enigmatic personalities benjamin acknowledged today as one of the leading literary and social critics of his day was known during his lifetime by only a small circle
of his friends and intellectual confreres scholem recognized the genius of his friend and mentor during their student days in berlin and the two began to correspond after
scholem s emigration to palestine their impassioned exchange draws the reader into the very heart of their complex relationship during the anguished years from 1932
until benjamin s death in 1940

an excellent overview of the history of jewish mysticism from its early beginnings to contemporary hasidism scholarly and complex library journal an excellent work clear
and solidly documented by joseph dan on gershom scholem and on his work notes bibliographiques an excellent guide to scholem s work christian century

a new intellectual portrait of a prominent twentieth century philosopher

gershom scholem stands out among modern thinkers for the richness and power of his historical imagination a work widely esteemed as his magnum opus sabbatai
Ṣevi offers a vividly detailed account of the only messianic movement ever to engulf the entire jewish world sabbatai Ṣevi was an obscure kabbalist rabbi of seventeenth
century turkey who aroused a fervent following that spread over the jewish world after he declared himself to be the messiah the movement suffered a severe blow
when Ṣevi was forced to convert to islam but a clandestine sect survived a monumental and revisionary work of jewish historiography sabbatai Ṣevi details Ṣevi s rise to
prominence and stands out for its combination of philological and empirical authority and passion this edition contains a new introduction by yaacob dweck that explains
the scholarly importance of scholem s work to a new generation of readers

a new biography of the seminal twentieth century historian and thinker who pioneered the study of jewish mysticism and profoundly influenced the zionist movement
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gershom scholem 1897 1982 was perhaps the foremost jewish intellectual of the twentieth century pioneering the study of jewish mysticism as a legitimate academic
discipline he overturned the rationalist bias of his predecessors and revealed an extraordinary world of myth and messianism in his youth he rebelled against the
assimilationist culture of his parents and embraced zionism as the vehicle for the renewal of judaism in a secular age he moved to palestine in 1923 and took part in the
creation of the hebrew university where he was a towering figure for nearly seventy years david biale traces scholem s tumultuous life of political activism and cultural
criticism including his falling out with hannah arendt over the eichmann trial mining a rich trove of diaries letters and other writings biale shows that his subject s inner life
illuminates his most important writings scholem emerges as a passionately engaged man of his times a period that encompassed the extremely significant events of the
two world wars the rise of nazism and the holocaust

the american historian of ancient religions morton smith 1915 1991 studied with the great scholar of jewish mysticism gershom scholem 1897 1982 when he was in
jerusalem during the second world war after the war the two started a long fascinating and at times intense correspondence that ended only with scholem s death these
letters found in the scholem archive in the national library in jerusalem provide a rare perspective on the world and the approach of two leading historians of religion in
the twentieth century they also shed important new light upon smith s discovery of a letter attributed to clement of alexandria referring to a secret gospel of mark
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more
accessible than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets. Among the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites so
valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast
array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,

provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and
range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this
site provides a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.
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Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries
and publishers worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an
excellent resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site
has the right to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic
resources, including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making
these sites great for personal development.
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Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational
materials for different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the
financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to
young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy books.
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Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and
access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be
a limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to
advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even
more seamless and enjoyable.
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Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free
ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment,
and accessibility features. So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth

of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How
do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure
the site has proper security measures. Can I download ebooks to any device?
Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible
with various devices like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free ebook sites
offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for
those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free
ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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