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Truth About Stories Thomas King truth about stories thomas king Understanding the depths of Thomas King's work, particularly his insights
on storytelling, offers a compelling journey into Indigenous literature, cultural identity, and the power of narrative. The phrase "truth about
stories Thomas King" encapsulates the core themes that King explores—how stories shape our understanding of history, identity, and the
world around us. In this article, we delve into the significance of Thomas King's perspectives, analyzing his contributions to literature and the
broader discourse on storytelling, especially within Indigenous contexts. --- Who Is Thomas King? Thomas King is a renowned author,
scholar, and storyteller of Cherokee and Greek descent, born in 1943 in Ohio and raised in Canada. His work spans novels, short stories,
essays, and presentations that often focus on Indigenous issues, cultural identity, and the importance of storytelling as a means of resisting
marginalization. Key Highlights of Thomas King’s Career: - Author of acclaimed novels such as Green Grass, Running Water, The
Inconvenient Indian, and The Back of the Turtle. - Known for his sharp wit, humor, and ability to challenge misconceptions. - Recognized as
a prominent voice in Indigenous literature and cultural commentary. - Winner of numerous awards, including the National Book Critics Circle
Award and the Governor General’s Award. --- The Central Theme: Stories and Their Power At the heart of Thomas King’s work lies a
profound understanding of stories—not just as entertainment but as vital tools for truth, cultural survival, and resistance. The Significance of
"Stories" in King’s Work - Stories as repositories of cultural knowledge and history. - The role of storytelling in shaping collective and
individual identities. - Stories as tools to challenge stercotypes and misconceptions about Indigenous peoples. - The idea that stories are
dynamic, living entities that evolve over time. The Famous Quote: "The truth about stories is that’s all we are." This statement, from King’s
TED Talk and his works, underscores the belief that storytelling is fundamental to human experience and understanding. It suggests that
stories contain the essence of identity, history, and truth—particularly for Indigenous communities whose histories have often been
marginalized or erased. --- Analysis of "The Truth About Stories" One of Thomas King’s most influential works is his essay and book titled
The Truth About Stories. This collection explores the importance of storytelling in Indigenous cultures and the broader societal implications.
Overview of The Truth About Stories - A blend of 2 personal narrative, cultural analysis, and humor. - Emphasizes that stories are not just
about the past but are alive and present in shaping reality. - Demonstrates how narratives have been used historically to distort or suppress
Indigenous histories. Key Messages from the Book 1. Stories Shape Reality: Our perceptions and understanding of the world are constructed
through stories. 2. Stories Are Powerful: They can sustain cultures or diminish them, depending on how they are told. 3. Stories Contain
Multiple Truths: There is no single "truth" in storytelling; instead, multiple perspectives coexist. 4. Reclaiming Indigenous Stories Is Vital:
For Indigenous communities, telling their own stories is an act of resilience and sovereignty. --- Common Misconceptions about Thomas
King's Views While Thomas King’s work is widely celebrated, some misconceptions about his perspectives persist. Misconception 1: He
dismisses Western storytelling traditions Reality: King acknowledges the importance of Western storytelling but advocates for the recognition

of Indigenous narratives and their unique value. Misconception 2: His work is solely about Indigenous issues Reality: While his focus is on
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Indigenous stories, his insights into storytelling are universal, applicable to all cultures and narratives. Misconception 3: He presents
storytelling as a simple or naive concept Reality: King’s approach is nuanced, emphasizing storytelling’s complexity, its political implications,
and its role in social justice. --- Impact of Thomas King’s Work on Literature and Society Thomas King’s perspective on stories has
influenced various spheres—from literature to activism. Literary Influence - Challenged traditional narrative structures and themes. - Inspired
a new generation of Indigenous writers. - Emphasized storytelling as a form of cultural preservation. Societal Impact - Raised awareness
about Indigenous histories and perspectives. - Advocated for decolonizing narratives. - Encouraged dialogue about truth, history, and
reconciliation. --- Why Understanding the Truth About Stories Matters In today’s world, where misinformation and cultural
misunderstandings are prevalent, the insights of Thomas King are more relevant than ever. Key Reasons to Embrace King's Philosophy -
Promotes Cultural Awareness: Recognizing the importance of Indigenous stories fosters respect and understanding. - Supports Reconciliation:
Reclaiming and sharing authentic stories are vital steps toward healing historical wounds. - Encourages Critical Thinking: Questioning
dominant narratives helps uncover overlooked or suppressed truths. - Fosters Inclusivity: Appreciating diverse storytelling traditions enriches
societal discourse. --- 3 How to Engage with Thomas King's Ideas To truly grasp the "truth about stories" as King presents them, consider the
following approaches: Read His Works - Green Grass, Running Water - The Inconvenient Indian - The Back of the Turtle Listen to His Talks
- TED Talk: "The Truth About Stories" - Interviews and panel discussions available online Reflect on Personal Narratives - Consider how
your own stories shape your worldview. - Engage with stories from diverse cultures to broaden understanding. Support Indigenous
Storytelling - Attend Indigenous literature festivals. - Share and promote Indigenous authors’ works. - Respectfully listen to and learn from
Indigenous elders and storytellers. --- Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Stories Thomas King’s insights into storytelling reveal that stories
are not mere entertainment—they are the foundation of identity, history, and truth. His assertion that "the truth about stories is that’s all we
are" emphasizes the profound role narratives play in shaping our understanding of ourselves and the world. By recognizing the power of
stories—especially Indigenous stories—we can foster greater cultural awareness, promote reconciliation, and appreciate the rich tapestry of
human experience. Embracing King’s philosophy encourages us to listen more attentively, tell more thoughtfully, and honor the diverse
stories that define us all. --- Meta Description: Discover the truth about stories through Thomas King’s perspective. Explore his insights on
storytelling’s power, Indigenous narratives, and cultural identity in this comprehensive analysis. QuestionAnswer What is the main theme of
Thomas King's 'The Truth About Stories'? The main theme of Thomas King's 'The Truth About Stories' is how stories shape our identity,
culture, and understanding of the world, emphasizing the power of storytelling in shaping perceptions and truths. How does Thomas King
explore Indigenous storytelling in 'The Truth About Stories'? Thomas King highlights the significance of Indigenous storytelling traditions,
illustrating how these stories convey cultural values, histories, and truths often marginalized or misunderstood by mainstream narratives.
What is the significance of the title 'The Truth About Stories'? The title suggests that stories are more than mere entertainment; they reveal
deeper truths about identity, history, and culture, emphasizing that stories are powerful tools for understanding reality. How does Thomas
King challenge Western notions of truth in his book? King challenges Western ideas of objective truth by asserting that stories are subjective
and that truth is often shaped by perspective, culture, and storytelling traditions rather than solely by facts. 4 In what ways does 'The Truth

About Stories' address the importance of storytelling in Indigenous communities? The book underscores that storytelling is vital for preserving
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Indigenous history, teaching moral lessons, maintaining cultural continuity, and resisting colonial narratives. What impact has 'The Truth
About Stories' had on discussions about Indigenous identity and storytelling? The book has contributed significantly to conversations about
the power of storytelling in Indigenous communities, highlighting its role in cultural resilience and challenging dominant narratives. Are there
any notable controversies or debates surrounding '"The Truth About Stories'? While widely acclaimed, some debates focus on how King
presents Indigenous stories and whether his interpretations fully capture the diversity of Indigenous perspectives, but overall, the book is
celebrated for its insightful approach. Truth About Stories Thomas King: Exploring the Power of Narrative and Indigenous Identity The
phrase "truth about stories Thomas King" resonates deeply within literary and cultural circles, encapsulating a complex exploration of
storytelling, identity, and the Indigenous experience. Thomas King, a prominent Canadian-American author, scholar, and storyteller, has
dedicated much of his career to dissecting the role of stories in shaping perceptions, challenging stereotypes, and asserting Indigenous voices.
His work underscores that stories are not mere entertainment; they are powerful tools that influence societal beliefs and personal identities.
This article delves into the essence of Thomas King’s philosophy about stories, examining how he employs storytelling to confront historical
inaccuracies, promote cultural resilience, and redefine Indigenous narratives in contemporary society. --- Understanding Thomas King's
Perspective on Stories Thomas King’s approach to stories is rooted in the belief that narratives are central to understanding ourselves and the
world around us. His work emphasizes that stories are inherently political—they carry the weight of history, culture, and power dynamics.
King’s assertion that “the truth about stories is that’s all we are” highlights a profound realization: our identities are constructed through the
stories we tell and those told about us. The Power of Stories in Shaping Reality King argues that stories shape perceptions and influence
societal attitudes. For Indigenous peoples, stories serve as a means of reclaiming history and asserting sovereignty over their cultural
narratives. Conversely, dominant cultures often impose their stories, which can distort or erase Indigenous realities. King emphasizes that
recognizing the power of stories is the first step toward challenging misinformation and fostering authentic understanding. Stories as
Resistance and Resilience For Indigenous communities, storytelling is more than tradition; it’s a form of resistance. Through stories,
communities preserve their history, languages, and traditions, passing them down through generations despite colonial efforts to suppress
Truth About Stories Thomas King 5 Indigenous voices. King’s narratives often highlight this resilience, illustrating how storytelling sustains
cultural identity amid adversity. --- The Role of Stories in Indigenous Identity and Cultural Preservation In examining King’s work, it
becomes evident that stories are vital to Indigenous identity. They serve as repositories of history, morality, and social values, helping to
maintain cultural continuity. Reclaiming Indigenous Narratives Historically, Indigenous stories have been marginalized or misrepresented in
mainstream media and literature. Thomas King actively works to counter these narratives by sharing authentic Indigenous stories that
challenge stereotypes. His storytelling approach emphasizes that Indigenous identity is not monolithic but diverse and rich, shaped by
numerous histories and experiences. Language and Storytelling Language plays a crucial role in Indigenous storytelling. Many of King’s
works incorporate Indigenous languages or references to linguistic traditions, emphasizing that language is intertwined with cultural identity.
Preserving language through stories is a form of cultural survival and resistance. Case Study: “The Inconvenient Indian” King’s acclaimed
book, “The Inconvenient Indian,” exemplifies how storytelling can be used to challenge misconceptions about Indigenous peoples. By

blending history, personal anecdotes, and humor, King dismantles stereotypes and provides a nuanced perspective on Indigenous history and
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contemporary issues. --- Deconstructing Stereotypes and Misconceptions Through Narrative One of Thomas King’s primary objectives is to
confront and deconstruct harmful stereotypes that have persisted about Indigenous peoples. His storytelling often serves as a counter-narrative
to dominant stereotypes, revealing the complexity and diversity of Indigenous identities. Common Stereotypes Addressed - Indigenous
peoples are relics of the past or “vanishing races.” - Indigenous cultures are primitive or unchanging. - Indigenous peoples are inherently
different or inferior. King challenges these misconceptions by illustrating that Indigenous communities are dynamic, evolving, and deeply
engaged with contemporary issues. His stories often depict Indigenous characters as complex individuals, breaking away from stereotypical
portrayals. Techniques Used by King - Humor and Satire: King employs humor to expose absurdities in stereotypes, making difficult truths
accessible. - Historical Reinterpretation: Reframing historical narratives from Indigenous perspectives to highlight overlooked or suppressed
truths. - Personal Anecdotes: Using personal stories to humanize Indigenous experiences and foster empathy. --- Truth About Stories Thomas
King 6 Storytelling as a Tool for Education and Social Change Thomas King’s work underscores the importance of storytelling in education,
aiming to foster greater understanding and reconciliation. Educational Initiatives King advocates for incorporating Indigenous stories into
mainstream education to provide a more accurate and respectful portrayal of Indigenous histories and cultures. He emphasizes that education
is a powerful avenue for combating ignorance and prejudice. Public Engagement and Media Through public lectures, interviews, and media
appearances, King promotes storytelling as a means of social activism. His accessible yet profound narratives reach diverse audiences,
encouraging reflection and dialogue. Impact on Policy and Public Perception While storytelling alone cannot change policies, it influences
public perception—an essential step towards meaningful reconciliation. King’s stories challenge viewers and readers to reconsider stereotypes
and recognize the humanity of Indigenous peoples. --- Analyzing Thomas King’s Literary Style and Themes King’s storytelling is
distinguished by its wit, clarity, and layered meaning. His style combines traditional storytelling techniques with contemporary literary
devices, making his work compelling and accessible. Key Literary Devices - Humor: Used strategically to disarm and engage audiences while
delivering poignant messages. - Metaphor and Symbolism: To convey complex cultural concepts and historical truths. - Intertextuality:
References to Indigenous myths, history, and popular culture enrich his narratives. Central Themes in King’s Work - Identity and Self-
Discovery: Characters often embark on journeys of understanding their cultural identity. - History and Memory: Reclaiming history through
storytelling is a recurring motif. - Colonialism and Resistance: Exploring the impacts of colonization and avenues of resilience. - Humor and
Satire: Challenging authority and stereotypes through wit. --- The Legacy and Continuing Influence of Thomas King Thomas King’s
contributions extend beyond his literary works; he has become a voice of Indigenous advocacy and cultural critique. His approach has
inspired countless writers, educators, and activists to value storytelling as a tool for change. Impact on Indigenous Literature King’s success
has paved the way for Indigenous writers to share their stories authentically and confidently. His work demonstrates that storytelling can be
both a form of cultural expression and a catalyst for societal transformation. Ongoing Relevance In an era marked by ongoing debates about
Indigenous rights, representation, and reconciliation, King’s messages remain vital. His stories serve as a reminder that understanding the
truth about stories is essential to healing and building a just society. --- Truth About Stories Thomas King 7 Conclusion: Embracing the
Power of Stories The “truth about stories Thomas King” ultimately reveals that stories are more than narratives—they are the foundation of

cultural identity, tools for resistance, and pathways to understanding. King’s work challenges us to listen carefully, question stereotypes, and
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recognize the stories that shape our perceptions. In doing so, we honor the diversity and resilience of Indigenous peoples, acknowledging that
in the stories we tell and hear, we find the truth of who we are. By embracing the power of storytelling, society can move toward a more
inclusive and truthful understanding of history, culture, and identity—an ongoing journey that Thomas King eloquently advocates through his
compelling narratives. Thomas King, stories, storytelling, Indigenous literature, Native American authors, cultural narratives, storytelling

traditions, literary analysis, Canadian authors, truth in fiction
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winner of the 2003 trillium book award stories are wondrous things award winning author and scholar thomas king declares in his 2003 cbc
massey lectures and they are dangerous beginning with a traditional native oral story king weaves his way through literature and history
religion and politics popular culture and social protest gracefully elucidating north america s relationship with its native peoples native culture
has deep ties to storytelling and yet no other north american culture has been the subject of more erroneous stories the indian of fact as king
says bears little resemblance to the literary indian the dying indian the construct so powerfully and often destructively projected by white
north america with keen perception and wit king illustrates that stories are the key to and only hope for human understanding he compels us

to listen well
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the present volume is a highly comprehensive assessment of the postcolonial short story since the thirty six contributions cover most
geographical areas concerned another important feature is that it deals not only with exclusive practitioners of the genre mansfield munro but
also with well known novelists achebe armah atwood carey rushdie so that stimulating comparisons are suggested between shorter and longer
works by the same authors in addition the volume is of interest for the study of aspects of orality dialect dance rhythms circularity and
trickster figure for instance and of the more or less conflictual relationships between the individual character or implied author and the
community furthermore the marginalized status of women emerges as another major theme both as regards the past for white women settlers
or the present for urbanized characters primarily in africa and india the reader will also have the rare pleasure of discovering janice kulik
keefer s fox her version of what she calls in her commentary displaced autobiography or creative non fiction lastly an extensive bibliography

on the postcolonial short story opens up further possibilities for research

in 2013 the nobel prize for literature was for the first time awarded to a short story writer and to a canadian alice munro the award focused
international attention on a genre that had long been thriving in canada particularly since the 1960s this book traces the development and
highlights of the english language canadian short story from the late 19th century up to the present the history as well as the theoretical
approaches to the genre are covered with in depth examination of exemplary stories by prominent writers such as margaret atwood and alice

munro

beginning in the 1890s reaching its first full realization by modernist writers in the 1920s and brought to its heyday during the canadian
renaissance starting in the 1960s the short story has become canada s flagship genre it continues to attract the country s most accomplished
and innovative writers today among them margaret atwood mavis gallant alice munro carol shields and many others yet in contrast to the
stature and popularity of the genre and the writers who partake in it surprisingly little literary criticism and theory has been devoted to the
canadian short story this collection redresses that imbalance by providing the first collection of critical interpretations of a range of thirty well
known and often anthologized canadian short stories from the genre s beginnings through the twentieth century a historical survey of the
genre introduces the volume and a timeline comparing the genre s development in canada the us and great britain via representative examples
completes it the collection is geared both to specialists in and to students of canadian literature for the latter it is of particular benefit that the
volume provides not only a collection of interpretations but a comprehensive introduction to the history of the canadian short story reingard m

nischik is professor and chair of american literature at the university of constance germany

this book is a study of the short story one of the widest taught genres in english literature from an innovative methodological perspective both
liminality and the short story are well researched phenomena but the combination of both is not frequent this book discusses the relevance of
the concept of liminality for the short story genre and for short story cycles emphasizing theoretical perspectives methodological relevance
and applicability liminality as a concept of demarcation and mediation between different processual stages spatial complexes and inner states
is of obvious importance in an age of global mobility digital networking and interethnic transnationality over the last decade many symposia

exhibitions art and publications have been produced which thematize liminality covering a wide range of disciplines including literary
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geographical psychological and ethnicity studies liminal structuring is an essential aspect of the aesthetic composition of short stories and the

cultural messages they convey on account of its very brevity and episodic structure the generic liminality of the short story privileges the

depiction of transitional situations and fleeting moments of crisis or decision it also addresses the moral transgressions heterotopic orders and

forms of ambivalent self reflection negotiated within the short story s confines this innovative collection focuses on both the liminality of the

short story and on liminality in the short story

one good story that one is a collection steeped in native oral tradition and shot through with thomas king s special brand of wit and comic

imagination these highly acclaimed stories conjure up native and judeo christian myths present day pop culture and literature while mixing in

just the right amount of perception and experience
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
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Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites

allow you to access a vast array of books

without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,

provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering

free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this
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site provides a wealth of classic literature in

the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers millions
of free ebooks, making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books

are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple

formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent

resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to
avoid pirated content and protect your

devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but

can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware

that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're

not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for

educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic resources,

including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,

from cooking to programming, making these

sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming

with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,

self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of

children's books, from picture books to
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young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that

enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those

with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way

to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading

experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a

smartphone, choose a device that offers a

10

comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access

your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync
your library across multiple devices, so you
can pick up right where you left off, no

matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come

with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and

sometimes the quality of the digital copy can

be poor.
Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires

an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook

sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely
make accessing and reading ebooks even

more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally
will help more people benefit from free

ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial burden.
They are invaluable resources for readers of
all ages and interests, providing educational
materials, entertainment, and accessibility

features. So why not explore these sites and
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discover the wealth of knowledge they

offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have

the rights to distribute them. How do I

11

know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and ensure the site
has proper security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them compatible with

various devices like e-readers, tablets, and

smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those who
prefer listening to their books. How can I
support authors if I use free ebook sites?
You can support authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving reviews, and

sharing their work with others.
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