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an examination of why acceptance into america s most prestigious colleges remains
beyond the reach of most students except those from high income professional

families

by the turn of the twentieth century academic nativism had taken root in elite
american colleges specifically harvard yale and princeton white anglo saxon protestant
hegemony was endangered by new kinds of student many of them catholic and
jewish immigrants the newcomers threatened to displace native born americans by
raising academic standards and winning a disproportionate share of the scholarships
the half opened door analyzes the role of these institutions casting light on their place
in class structure and values in the united states it details the origins history and
demise of discriminatory admissions processes and depicts how the entrenched
position of the upper class was successfully challenged the educational and hence
economic mobility of catholics and jews has shown other groups for example african
americans asian americans and spanish speaking americans not only the difficulties
that these earlier aspirants had in overcoming class and ethnic barriers but the fact

that it can be done one of the ironies of the history of higher education in the united
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states is the use of quotas by admissions committees restrictive measures were
imposed on jews because they were so successful whereas benign quotas are
currently used to encourage underrepresented minorities to enter colleges and
professional schools the competing claims of both the older and the newer minorities
continue to be the subject of controversy editorial comments and court cases and will

be for years to come

this book examines how previously excluded high achieving low income students are
faring socially and academically at an ivy league college in new england in the past
research conducted on low income students in elite schools focused mainly on the
admissions process as a result there is a dearth of research on what happens to low
income students once they are admitted and attend classes this book chronicles an
ethnographic study of twenty low income men and women in their senior year at
dartmouth college and follows up with them four and twelve years post graduation by
helping to bring visibility and self awareness to low income students and expose class
issues and struggles the author hopes to encourage elite institutions to change their

policies and practices to address the needs of these students

this cutting edge piece of scholarship studies the invisibility of the black migrants in
popular consciousness and intellectual discourse in the united states through the

interrogation of actual members of this community
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