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the age of enlightenment of the 18th century also called the age of reason was so
named for an intellectual movement that shook the foundations of western civilization
in championing radical ideas such as individual liberty and an empirical appraisal of
the universe through rational inquiry and natural experience enlightenment
philosophers in europe and america planted the seeds for modern liberalism cultural
humanism science and technology and laissez faire capitalism this volume brings
together works from this era with more than 100 selections from a range of sources it
includes examples by kant diderot voltaire newton rousseau locke franklin jefferson
madison and paine that demonstrate the pervasive impact of enlightenment views on
philosophy and epistemology as well as on political social and economic institutions

this book offers an introductory review to a wide range of thinking formulated over the
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last half millennium in the western world about the meaning of human existence it will
touch on a variety of issues of contemporary significance such as the origin and
uniqueness of the human species freedom and determinism the nature of good and
evil and the possibilities and limits of the sciences the book will supply a number of
explanatory comments from a christian perspective on the various views uncovered
insofar as human beings are fascinated by exploring the reality of their own selves in
relation to history culture the natural environment and a variety of worldviews this
book will afford readers plenty of material to stimulate them in their own exploration

in power and progress paul t mccartney presents a provocative case study of the
spanish american war exposing newfound dimensions to the relationship between
american nationalism and u s foreign policy two significant but distinct foreign policy
issues are at the center of mccartney s analysis the declaration of war against spain in
1898 and the annexation of the philippine islands as part of the war s peace treaty
according to mccartney americans were very explicitly and self consciously expanding
their nation s sense of mission in making these two foreign policy decisions they drew
upon a cultural identity forged from racist religious and liberal democratic
characteristics to guide the united states into the uncharted waters of international
prominence what america did abroad they emphatically framed in terms of what they
believed america to be foreign policy mccartney argues provided a concrete focus for
this sense of mission on the world stage and played a marked role in shaping the
contours and substance of american nationalism itself power and progress provides
the first intensive look at how the idea of american mission has influenced the conduct
of u s foreign policy lending fresh insight into a transformative moment in the
development of both u s foreign policy and national identity it contributes measurably
to our understanding of the cultural sources of american foreign policy and thus serves
as a partial corrective to studies that overemphasize economic motives

this volume presents a historical not a religions survey it analyses the place of god in
every major religion cutting across religious precepts and practices and brings out the
continual discovery of the only one who has endured

was the british atlantic shaped more by imperial rivalries or by the actions of
subnational groups with a variety of economic social and religious agendas the
creation of the british atlantic world analyzes the interrelationship between these
competing explanations for the development of the british atlantic by examining
migration patterns on both the macro and micro level it also scrutinizes the roles
played by trade religion ethnicity and class in linking atlantic borders and the
increasingly complicated legal intellectual and emotional relationship between the
british sovereign and colonial charterholders contributors include joyce e chaplin john
e crowley david barry gaspar april lee hatfield james horn ray a kea elizabeth mancke
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philip d morgan william m offutt robert olwell carole shammas wolfgang splitter mark L
thompson karin wulf avihu zakai

spirituality is a difficult subject in the modern world everywhere from popular media to
the university from the bookshelf to the dinner table religions are derided or
marginalised and public figures such as richard dawkins set upon anyone who admits
to a belief in god it seems that science and religion are fundamentally at odds and
that a mutual respect is unacceptable to either in their parallel pursuit of truth yet the
majority of enlightenment authors engaged with both science and spirituality and did
not lose their faith today we tend to see these authors as not having applied full
scientific rigour to their religious beliefs but are we correct in dismissing this aspect of
their lives so easily in secularism mike king examines the elements of religion
philosophy and science which have contributed to an almost total disavowal of
spirituality by contemporary western intellectuals he engages with a wide range of
thinkers including pythagoras marx spinoza darwin and nietzsche and incorporates
detailed studies of a variety of spiritual leaders some of whom readers are unlikely to
have considered in this way before to uncover why the western world no longer has
any interest in devotion or accords it any respect

discusses various aspects of the enlightenment including its roots philosophes attacks
on christianity revolt against reason campaigns to reform society and legacy

discusses the historical movement that emphasized the truth through empiricism and
explores the background of enlightenment and its relation to natural philosophy
church institutions society political thought the state and the french revolution with
biographical sketches excerpts from important documents and a bibliography

king offers an innovative look at how spiritual and secular thought collide in today s
world and charts a new way forward that combines the best of both worldviews

a strategy of reading biblical texts provides a fresh impetus to the ongoing debate of
hermeneutics and methods in biblical scholarship by examining three core
hermeneutical strategies these are author oriented text oriented and reader oriented
approaches it also critiques the contributions and limitations of each strategy and
argues for a hermeneutical strategy that takes into account the micro and macro
biblical corpora readers are challenged to apply basic hermeneutical protocols when
reading biblical texts a theological reading of the biblical texts is crucial and vital
because the bible is a theological document this book also addresses some of the
pivotal but nagging questions of meaning authority and the reader s context

blamed for the disasters of the 20th century auschwitz the gulags globalisation islamic
terrorism heralded as the harbinger of reason equality and the end of arbitrary rule
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this book traverses these conflicts presenting the history politics science religion arts

and social life of the enlightenment

religious foundations of western civilization
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