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who decides which facts are true in 1998 andrew wakefield a british gastroenterologist
with a history of self promotion published a paper with a shocking allegation the measles
mumps rubella vaccine might cause autism the media seized hold of the story and in the
process helped to launch one of the most devastating health scares ever in the years to
come wakefield would be revealed as a profiteer in league with class action lawyers and
he would eventually lose his medical license meanwhile one study after another failed to
find any link between childhood vaccines and autism yet the myth that vaccines
somehow cause developmental disorders lives on despite the lack of corroborating
evidence it has been popularized by media personalities such as oprah winfrey and jenny
mccarthy and legitimized by journalists who claim that they are just being fair to both
sides of an issue about which there is little debate meanwhile millions of dollars have
been diverted from potential breakthroughs in autism research families have spent their
savings on ineffective miracle cures and declining vaccination rates have led to outbreaks
of deadly illnesses like hib measles and whooping cough most tragic of all is the
increasing number of children dying from vaccine preventable diseases in the panic virus
seth mnookin draws on interviews with parents public health advocates scientists and
anti vaccine activists to tackle a fundamental question how do we decide what the truth is
the fascinating answer helps explain everything from the persistence of conspiracy
theories about 9 11 to the appeal of talk show hosts who demand that president obama
prove he was born in america the panic virus is a riveting and sometimes heart breaking
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medical detective story that explores the limits of rational thought it is the ultimate
cautionary tale for our time

this lncs conference 4 volume set constitutes the proceedings of the 16th international
conference on social networks analysis and mining asonam 2024 in rende italy during
september 2 5 2024 the 33 full papers together with 36 short papers included in this
volume were carefully reviewed and selected from 167 submissions the conference
covers a wide spectrum of research contributions to the foundations and applications of
social networks

in 1998 andrew wakefield claimed to have found a link between a common childhood
vaccine and autism wakefield based his findings on a case study of just a dozen children
and his methods and conclusions almost immediately came under fire rather than
appealing to his colleagues however he went to the press who seized on the story of a
maverick doctor standing up to the powerful pharmaceutical industry within months
vaccination rates across europe and america had started to fall resulting in deaths from
diseases previously thought to be disappearing the panic triggered by wakefields study is
part of a much bigger story about fear myth and medicine decisions about childrens
health have always aroused strong passions but the rise of alternative medicine and the
internet have magnified such anxieties in the panic virus seth mnookin takes us inside
the anti vaccination community and the medical establishment he examines how the anti
vaccination movement spread and looks at a controversial australian case that exposed
the claims and tactics of the movement to new scrutiny sorting fact from rumour
mnookin confronts difficult questions with more information at our fingertips than ever
why is our trust in science so fragile why did the anti vaccination movement take hold so
quickly how to balance fact and intuition when it comes to decisions about health the
panic virus is an extraordinary and gripping feat of research and reporting

notice to readers this is not the main book it is just a summary by olivia nathan it is not
meant to replace the original book recap of the book canada s chief public health officer
told people that if you choose to engage in an in person sexual encounter with someone
outside of your household consider wearing a mask that covers the nose and mouth sure
wearing a mask may lessen the transmission of the virus but let s be reasonable here if
two people are together enough to engage in such intimacy a mask won t stop the
spread of sars cov 2 the los angeles times performed a survey reporting only 42 percent
of the people observed were wearing masks correctly with 10 percent wearing them
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incorrectly and 47 percent not wearing masks at all calling it a mask rebellion so is it
really a surprise that cases went up when over half of the population was not wearing
masks as recommended if policymakers were going to force people to wear masks or
even recommend it they had better be able to back up their actions with indisputable
science to prevent further mask rebellion the researchers noted that not only do covid 19
cases decrease after mask orders are put in place but consumer mobility and spending
increase after mask mandates are enacted so if we play with the numbers and factor in
the people who did not wear a mask appropriately adding them to the group that didn t
wear a mask then it s plausible there is up to a 57 percent increased risk of getting covid
19 if not wearing a mask or not wearing one appropriately which falls in line with other
contemporary data get a copy of this summary to know more

in 1998 andrew wakefield published a paper containing a shocking allegation the
measles mumps rubella vaccine might cause autism wakefield based his findings on a
study of just a dozen children and his methods and conclusions immediately came under
fire but the media seized on the story launching one of the most devastating health
scares of modern times soon vaccination rates had started to fall eventually resulting in
deaths from diseases previously thought to be disappearing wakefield was eventually
stripped of his medical licence but the myth that vaccines cause developmental disorders
lives on drawing on interviews with parents public health advocates scientists and anti
vaccine activists the panic virusis a riveting and heartbreaking medical detective story
that explores the limits of rational thought a cautionary tale of our time

buy now to get the main key ideas from nicole saphier s panic attack they said follow the
science but what they meant was follow our politics in panic attack 2021 physician and
author nicole saphier exposes the hypocrisy and hysteria that have marked so much of
the american pandemic response for example she explores how politicians were
applauded for allowing ill equipped nursing homes to accept covid patients resulting in a
massive death toll in new york and new jersey the widespread politicization of science
ranging from the origins of the virus to the simple concept of wearing face masks has
hopelessly muddied the waters divided the country and exacerbated the situation with
knee jerk anti trumpism despite many people s best and even noble efforts covid 19 s
overall landscape has been dominated by accident and force rather than reflection and
choice fear panic personal ambition and anger have overwhelmed it as a result factual
knowledge and the pursuit of truth that is founded on facts is jeopardized
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in 1998 andrew wakefield published a paper containing a shocking allegation the
measles mumps rubella vaccine might cause autism wakefield based his findings on a
study of just a dozen children and his methods and conclusions immediately came under
fire the media however seized on the story and so helped launch one of the most
devastating health scares of modern times within months vaccination rates across the
west had started to fall resulting in deaths from diseases previously thought to be
disappearing wakefield eventually lost his medical licence yet the myth that vaccines
cause developmental disorders lives on in the panic virus seth mnookin examines how
the anti immunisation panic spread and looks at a controversial australian case that
exposed the claims and tactics of the movement to new scrutiny sorting fact from
rumour he confronts fundamental questions with more facts at our fingertips than ever
why is our trust in science so fragile has the internet made us better informed or simply
enabled panic to spread more quickly and how might we balance fact and intuition when
it comes to decisions about children s health the panic virus is a riveting and sometimes
heartbreaking medical detective story a gripping work of investigative journalism and a
cautionary tale for our times
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