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The Fantastic A Structural Approach To A Literary Genre The fantastic a structural
approach to a literary genre Understanding the intricacies of a literary genre is
essential for writers, scholars, and avid readers alike. Among various analytical
frameworks, the structural approach offers a comprehensive lens through which to
examine and appreciate the unique characteristics that define a genre. This method
emphasizes the internal mechanics, thematic conventions, narrative techniques, and
cultural contexts that shape a genre's identity. By adopting a structural approach, one
gains deeper insights into how genres function, evolve, and resonate with audiences,
ultimately enriching their engagement with literature. What Is a Structural Approach
to Literary Genres? Definition and Core Principles A structural approach involves
dissecting a literary genre to understand its foundational elements and how these
elements interact to produce a recognizable and meaningful whole. Unlike thematic
or stylistic analyses, which focus on content or language, the structural method
emphasizes the underlying architecture of texts within a genre. Core principles
include: - Formal Analysis: Examining narrative structures, character archetypes, and
plot patterns. - Pattern Recognition: Identifying recurring motifs, themes, and
conventions. - Systematic Categorization: Classifying elements and understanding
their functions within the genre. - Contextual Understanding: Considering historical,
cultural, and social factors influencing genre development. Importance of the
Structural Approach This approach allows for: - Clarifying what makes a genre
distinctive. - Tracking the evolution of genres over time. - Recognizing inter-genre
influences and hybridization. - Providing a framework for analyzing genre-specific
audience expectations. Components of a Structural Approach in Literary Genres A
comprehensive structural analysis involves examining several interconnected
components that define a genre. Narrative Structures Narrative structures are the
backbone of any genre, dictating how stories are told and experienced. Key aspects
include: - Plot Patterns: Typical sequences and story arcs. - 2 Narrative Perspectives:
First person, third person, omniscient, etc. - Temporal Structures: Chronological, non-
linear, flashbacks, etc. For example, the detective genre often follows a problem-
solution structure, with clues leading to a resolution, while dystopian fiction may
employ a fragmented narrative to reflect societal chaos. Character Archetypes Genres
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tend to feature specific character types that fulfill particular roles within the narrative.
Common archetypes include: - The hero or protagonist. - The villain or antagonist. -
Supporting characters with symbolic functions. - The mentor or guide. In romance
novels, characters often embody archetypes like the "romantic hero" or the
"challenging love interest," reinforcing genre expectations. Thematic Conventions
Themes are recurring ideas or messages that resonate within a genre. Typical themes
include: - Justice and revenge in crime fiction. - Love and sacrifice in romance. -
Survival and resilience in dystopian stories. - The hero’s journey in adventure genres.
Analyzing themes helps identify the genre's ideological underpinnings and cultural
values. Stylistic and Language Features Genres often adopt specific stylistic choices
that contribute to their identity. Examples include: - Use of poetic language and
symbolism in fantasy. - Sparse, direct prose in noir fiction. - Formal, elaborate
language in historical dramas. These stylistic features evoke particular moods and
meet audience expectations. Setting and World-Building The environment where
stories unfold is crucial in genre classification. Notable points: - Realistic urban
settings in detective stories. - Fantastical worlds in science fiction and fantasy. - Post-
apocalyptic landscapes in dystopian works. Effective world-building enhances
immersion and authenticity in genre narratives. Applying the Structural Approach to
Different Literary Genres Different genres exhibit distinct structural features, but
analyzing these through a common framework reveals both their uniqueness and
overlaps. Detective and Crime Fiction - Narrative Structure: The problem is
introduced, clues are gathered, culminating in the resolution. - Archetypes: The clever
detective, the criminal, the sidekick. - Themes: Justice, 3 morality, the nature of evil. -
Stylistic Features: Clues and red herrings, suspenseful pacing. Fantasy and Science
Fiction - World-Building: Inventing detailed, often fantastical worlds with unique rules.
- Narrative Elements: Quest structures, hero’s journey. - Themes: Good vs. evil,
technological progress, human identity. - Language: Use of invented languages,
technical jargon. Romance - Plot Pattern: The meet-cute, conflicts, and a happy
ending. - Character Types: The romantic lead, the rival, the confidant. - Themes: Love
conquers all, personal growth. - Tone: Uplifting, emotionally engaging. Dystopian and
Post-Apocalyptic Fiction - Settings: Totalitarian states, ruined worlds. - Narrative Focus:
Survival, rebellion, societal critique. - Themes: Power, freedom, human resilience. -
Style: Gritty, often bleak tone. Evolution and Hybridization of Genres from a Structural
Perspective Genres are not static; they evolve and often blend to create hybrid forms,
challenging traditional structural boundaries. Evolution Over Time - Shifts in societal
values influence thematic conventions. - Technological advances introduce new
narrative techniques. - Cultural exchanges lead to genre diversification. For example,
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the rise of cyberpunk combined elements of science fiction with noir aesthetics,
emphasizing dystopian urban environments and anti-hero protagonists. Hybrid
Genres - Example: Romantic thrillers combine romance and suspense. - Structural
Features: Merging plot patterns and archetypes from both parent genres. -
Challenges: Maintaining coherence while integrating diverse conventions.
Understanding hybrid genres requires a flexible application of the structural approach
to accommodate overlapping features. Benefits of a Structural Approach for Writers
and Scholars Adopting a structural approach offers numerous advantages: 4 Guides
Creative Writing: Provides a blueprint for constructing genre-consistent1. narratives.
Enhances Literary Analysis: Facilitates detailed examinations of genre texts.2.
Supports Genre Innovation: Recognizes existing conventions and explores3. avenues
for novel expression. Assists in Genre Classification: Clarifies genre boundaries and
overlaps.4. Conclusion: Embracing the Structural Approach The fantastic a structural
approach to a literary genre lies in its ability to dissect and understand the core
mechanics that define and differentiate genres. By systematically analyzing narrative
structures, character archetypes, themes, stylistic features, and settings, scholars and
writers can gain a nuanced appreciation of genre dynamics. This method not only
illuminates the traditional features of established genres but also provides a solid
foundation for exploring hybrid forms and innovations. Whether for academic study,
genre classification, or creative writing, embracing a structural perspective enriches
our engagement with literature and deepens our understanding of the storytelling
arts. Meta Description: Discover the fantastic a structural approach to a literary genre.
Learn how analyzing narrative patterns, archetypes, themes, and stylistic features
reveals what makes genres unique and how they evolve over time. QuestionAnswer
What is the core concept of 'The Fantastic' as a structural approach to literary genres?
'The Fantastic' as a structural approach analyzes how texts create ambiguity between
reality and the supernatural or uncanny, emphasizing the reader's experience of
hesitation and the blurred boundaries within a genre. How does the structural
approach to 'The Fantastic' differ from traditional genre classifications? It focuses on
the internal mechanisms and narrative techniques that evoke the sense of the
uncanny or supernatural, rather than solely categorizing texts by thematic or stylistic
features. What are the key features that define the fantastic genre according to
structural analysis? Key features include ambiguity, hesitation between natural and
supernatural explanations, and the destabilization of reality that prompts the reader
to question what is real. Can you give an example of a literary work analyzed through
the lens of 'The Fantastic' structural approach? Edgar Allan Poe’'s stories, such as 'The
Fall of the House of Usher,' exemplify the fantastic by blending Gothic elements with
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ambiguous supernatural phenomena that challenge the reader’s perception of reality.
How does the structural approach enhance our understanding of the emotional
impact of fantastic literature? It reveals how narrative techniques, such as suspense,
ambiguity, and unresolved mysteries, evoke feelings of unease, wonder, or fear,
deepening our emotional engagement. 5 What role does reader interpretation play in
the structural analysis of the fantastic genre? Reader interpretation is central, as the
fantastic relies on ambiguity and the reader’s hesitation to determine whether
supernatural elements are real or illusions, making the experience subjective. How
can the structural approach to the fantastic genre be applied to contemporary
literature or media? It can be used to analyze films, video games, and novels that
evoke ambiguity and challenge perceptions of reality, helping to understand their
emotional and psychological effects on audiences. What are some limitations of
applying a structural approach to studying 'The Fantastic' in literature? Limitations
include potential oversimplification of complex texts, neglecting cultural and historical
contexts, and focusing primarily on narrative mechanics rather than thematic depth. A
Structural Approach to a Literary Genre is a compelling framework that has
profoundly influenced how scholars and writers analyze, interpret, and craft literary
works. By focusing on the underlying structures that shape a genre, this approach
offers valuable insights into the conventions, patterns, and archetypes that define and
distinguish different types of literature. It allows for a systematic examination of genre
characteristics, revealing the interconnectedness of form and content, and ultimately
enriching our appreciation of literary artistry. In this comprehensive review, we will
explore the core principles of the structural approach, its application across various
genres, its strengths and limitations, and its significance in contemporary literary
studies. Through this discussion, readers will gain a nuanced understanding of how a
structural perspective can elevate genre analysis from mere categorization to a
deeper exploration of the fundamental elements that make each genre unique.
Understanding the Structural Approach in Literary Genres The structural approach to
literature draws heavily from structuralism, a theoretical paradigm that emphasizes
the importance of underlying systems, rules, and relationships within texts. When
applied to genres, this approach investigates the formal features, narrative patterns,
thematic conventions, and stylistic markers that collectively define a genre. Instead of
focusing solely on individual works, it seeks to uncover the common frameworks that
generate genre-specific texts. The core idea is that genres are systems of signs
governed by rules, much like language. These systems shape expectations and guide
both creators and readers, creating a shared understanding of what constitutes a
particular genre. For example, the detective story typically involves a mystery, an
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investigator, clues, red herrings, and a resolution—all elements that form a structural
pattern recognizable across many works. By dissecting these patterns, the structural
approach reveals how genres function as cultural codes, encoding societal values,
fears, and aspirations. It also highlights how genres evolve over time, responding to
changing cultural contexts while maintaining core structural features. The Fantastic A
Structural Approach To A Literary Genre 6 Historical Development and Theoretical
Foundations The roots of the structural approach can be traced to early 20th-century
linguistics and anthropology, particularly the work of Ferdinand de Saussure and
Claude Lévi-Strauss. Saussure's ideas about language as a system of signs influenced
structuralist theories in literature, emphasizing that meaning arises from differences
within a system rather than from individual elements in isolation. Lévi-Strauss
extended these ideas to myth and culture, proposing that myths, stories, and social
practices are structured systems governed by binary oppositions and deep codes.
This perspective laid the groundwork for applying structural analysis to literary
genres, viewing them as mythic or cultural languages with their own grammars and
vocabularies. In literary studies, theorists like Northrop Frye, Roland Barthes, and
Tzvetan Todorov further developed the structuralist approach, emphasizing that
genres are not arbitrary but follow specific structural principles. Frye's "The Anatomy
of Criticism" classified genres into archetypal modes, while Todorov focused on
narrative structures and the concept of equilibrium and disequilibrium in storytelling.
Application of the Structural Approach to Different Genres Applying a structural
approach involves identifying the formal features and recurring patterns that define a
genre, then analyzing how these elements interact to produce meaning and
expectation. Fictional Genres - Novels and Short Stories: Structural analysis examines
narrative arcs, character archetypes, point of view, and thematic motifs. For example,
the Bildungsroman (coming- of-age story) follows a recognizable pattern of personal
growth, conflict, and resolution. - Mystery and Detective Fiction: Characterized by
clues, red herrings, a detective figure, and a resolution. Structural patterns include the
puzzle-like construction of the plot and the revelation of secrets. - Science Fiction and
Fantasy: Often rely on world-building, mythic motifs, and technological or magical
systems that follow internal logics. Structural features include quest narratives, hero
archetypes, and conflict between good and evil. Poetry and Drama - Poetry: Structural
features such as rhyme schemes, meter, stanza forms, and imagery contribute to the
genre's identity. Analyzing these elements reveals how poets manipulate form to
evoke emotion and meaning. - Drama: Structure is often characterized by acts and
scenes, dialogue, conflict development, and climaxes. Classical tragedy, for example,
follows a pattern of rising action, catastrophe, and catharsis. The Fantastic A
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Structural Approach To A Literary Genre 7 Genres in Non-Western Literature The
structural approach is equally applicable to non-Western genres, where specific
formal features and narrative patterns may differ but still follow recognizable
systems. For example, traditional Chinese opera or Indian epic poetry (Mahabharata
and Ramayana) have their own structural conventions that can be studied similarly.
Features and Strengths of the Structural Approach The structural approach offers
several notable advantages: - Systematic Analysis: It provides a clear framework for
dissecting genre characteristics, making analysis more objective and replicable. -
Universal Patterns: Highlights commonalities across works within a genre, fostering a
deeper understanding of genre conventions. - Cultural Insights: Reveals how genres
function as cultural codes, reflecting societal values and collective subconscious. -
Evolution of Genres: Tracks how structural elements adapt over time, showing genre
development and hybridization. - Interdisciplinary Links: Connects literary analysis
with linguistics, anthropology, and semiotics, enriching interpretative possibilities.
Features in bullet points: - Focus on formal and structural features rather than solely
thematic or stylistic elements. - Emphasis on recurring patterns and archetypes. -
Ability to compare and contrast texts within and across genres. - Facilitates
understanding of audience expectations and genre boundaries. Limitations and
Criticisms of the Structural Approach Despite its strengths, the structural approach is
not without criticisms: - Overgeneralization: May overlook individual authorial
innovation by forcing texts into rigid patterns. - Neglect of Context: Tends to prioritize
form over historical, cultural, or political contexts that influence genre. - Static View of
Genres: Can portray genres as fixed systems, underestimating their fluidity and
hybridity. - Limited Focus on Meaning: Sometimes reduces texts to structural
functions, neglecting interpretive depth and emotional resonance. - Potential for
Formalism: Risks emphasizing form at the expense of content, potentially ignoring
social and ideological dimensions. Pros and cons summarized: | Pros | Cons | |---------
————————————————————————————————————— | -------mm-mmmmemee oo | | Clear analytical
framework | May ignore cultural and historical context | | Highlights universal
patterns | Can be overly deterministic | | Facilitates cross-genre comparisons | Might
stifle creativity and innovation | | Connects form to societal values | Risks reducing
texts to structural functions | Relevance in Contemporary Literary Studies Today, the
structural approach remains influential, especially when integrated with other
methodologies such as post-structuralism, psychoanalysis, and cultural studies.
Modern The Fantastic A Structural Approach To A Literary Genre 8 critics often
combine structural analysis with contextual insights to achieve a more nuanced
understanding of genres. Digital tools and computational analysis have revitalized
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structural approaches, enabling large-scale pattern recognition across vast corpora.
This technological advance allows scholars to identify structural features and trends
that might be imperceptible through traditional close reading. Moreover, the
approach's emphasis on formal features continues to inform genre theory, television
studies, and media analysis, where understanding underlying systems is crucial for
decoding narratives and audience engagement. Conclusion: The Value of a Structural
Approach to Genre A structural approach to a literary genre offers a comprehensive
lens through which to understand the mechanics and cultural significance of various
literary forms. Its emphasis on patterns, archetypes, and formal features provides
clarity and consistency, making it an indispensable tool for both scholars and writers.
While it is essential to recognize its limitations and avoid reductive interpretations, the
approach's ability to uncover the deep codes governing genres enhances our
appreciation of literature's complexity and richness. Its application fosters a deeper
awareness of how genres shape, reflect, and challenge cultural discourses, ultimately
enriching the literary landscape. In an ever-evolving literary world, maintaining a
structural perspective—balanced with contextual and interpretive insights—ensures a
robust and dynamic engagement with genre studies. Whether analyzing classical
tragedy, modern science fiction, or emerging hybrid genres, the structural approach
remains a fantastic foundation for understanding the intricate architecture of
literature. literary analysis, genre theory, structuralism, narrative techniques, literary
criticism, genre conventions, textual analysis, literary structures, thematic analysis,
formalism
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no detailed description available for a structural approach to the analysis of drama

this text is developed from the notes of a vlsi circuit design class eee598 the author
offered in engineering school at arizona state university the materials cover the
structural design approaches of visi operational amplifier circuits based on the
symmetry principle symmetry circuit structures prototype circuits and symmetry
scaling transformation techniques

recent advances in understanding the thermodynamics of macromolecules the
topological properties of gene networks the organization and mutation capabilities of
genomes and the structure of populations make it possible to incorporate these key
elements into a broader and deeply interdisciplinary view of molecular evolution this
book gives an account of such a new approach through clear tutorial contributions by
leading scientists

this book is the first to provide both a broad overview of the current methodologies
being applied to drug design and in depth analyses of progress in specific fields it
details state of the art approaches to pharmaceutical development currently used by
some of the world s foremost laboratories the book features contributors from a
variety of fields new techniques previously unpublished data and extensive reference
lists

applies the findings of structural linguistics to the teaching of latin

8 The Fantastic A Structural Approach To A Literary Genre



The Fantastic A Structural Approach To A Literary Genre

deals with the issues of the construction of self and other in the context of social
exclusion of those perceived as different this collection focuses on one theoretical
proposition namely that the seemingly universal processes of identity formation and

exclusion of the other can be differentiated according to three modalities
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Approach To A Literary
Genre online for free? Are
you looking for The
Fantastic A Structural
Approach To A Literary
Genre PDF? This is
definitely going to save you
time and cash in something
you should think about.

Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With
the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire
libraries in their pockets.
Among the various
sources for ebooks, free
ebook sites have emerged
as a popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure trove
of knowledge and
entertainment without the
cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable,
and where can you find
the best ones? Let's dive
into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.
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Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast
array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go,
or halfway around the
world, you can access your
favorite titles anytime,
anywhere, provided you
have an internet
connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality

and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have
a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users
to search and preview
millions of books from
libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all
books are available for
free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers
books in multiple formats.
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BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making it
an excellent resource for
students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and
protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and
publishers but can also
pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your
devices updated to protect
against malware that can
be hidden in downloaded
files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book
and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook sites

provide a wealth of
educational materials for
different grade levels and
subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is
brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts
can find biographies, self-
help books, historical
texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce
the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can
find a plethora of
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children's books, from
picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility
Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer
listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font
Size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text
into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
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Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider these
tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers
a comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy
to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick up
right where you left off, no
matter which device you're
using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are available
for free, and sometimes
the quality of the digital
copy can be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing
and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with
poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
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technology continues to
advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely make
accessing and reading
ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help
more people benefit from
free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized,
free ebook sites will play
an increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion
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In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So
why not explore these
sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they
offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites
are legal. They typically
offer books that are in the
public domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do | know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites

like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their
books. How can | support
authors if | use free ebook
sites? You can support
authors by purchasing
their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with
others.
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