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as its teachings spread from the indian subcontinent in all directions across asia
buddhism influenced every culture it touched from afghanistan to korea from mongolia

to java buddhist art is a radiant reflection of the encounter of the buddha s teachings
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with the diverse civilizations that came under their sway it is also an intriguing visual
record of the evolution of buddhist practice and philosophy over a period of more than
two millennia more than two hundred photographs provide the visual context for this
tour of the world of buddhist art included in the rich variety of forms are architecture
and monumental art statuary paintings calligraphy fresco brushwork and textile arts
denise leidy s guide is the perfect introductory text for all those intrigued by this
splendid aesthetic tradition it also an essential resource for all who seek to understand
buddhist art as teaching

more than two hundred photographs most in stunning full color provide the visual
context for this tour of the world of buddhist art from the earliest second century b c e
archaeological evidence to the nineteenth century this book showcases the marvelous
variety of buddhist art through the ages from every country and region where buddhism
has influenced the culture in a significant way including india afghanistan central asia
china korea japan tibet sri lanka myanmar and all the regions of southeast asia
included in the rich variety of forms are architecture and monumental art statuary

paintings calligraphy fresco brushwork and textile arts

buddhist art and thought encompasses a number of themes related to the study of
cultural interflow among asian countries sharing philosophy literature arts and
architecture systems of polity and ways of living and thinking it is a journey through the
history of dissemination of buddhism by monk scholars to central east fareast and
southeast asia it brings forth the manifestations of divine forms of buddhas and
bodhisattvas other deities of the buddhist pantheon colossal images luminous
mandalas and meditation it throws light on the spread of the buddhist sanskrit literature
indian scripts inscriptions and sanskrit manuscripts and buddhist ceremonies and
rituals beyond the boundaries of india contribution of the indologists as pilgrims in the
world of vision and intellection is another area touched upon by the scholar through her
research contents preface 1 buddhist art from the northwest to the far east 2 amitabha
the buddha of immesurable light in japanese art 3 yoga the basis of the taima mandala
4 bodhisattvas of debate and defence 5 buddhist colossi in japan 6 mandala and
meditation in japanese esoteric art 7 india and east asia a cultural symbiosis 8
bodhisattvas in buddhist art and thought 9 from ajanta to horyuEji 10 a sanskrit
manuscript of the gupta period at the horyuEji monastery in japan 11 zen bearings on

japanese arts 12 four divine guardians in japanese art 13 india and japan academic
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relations in early 20th century 14 structure of gobu shingan and the graphic vajradhatu
mandala in the light of the sarva tathagata tattva saZ&graha 15 iconography of
vaisravana in japanese art compared with sanskrit literary sources 16 cultural interflow
between india and central asia 17 monasteries of khotan in tibetan literary sources 18
apotheosis of an indonesian king of the singasari dynasty 19 fire altar for asvamedha
ceremony in indonesia 20 the earliest sanskrit documents from indonesia 21 sanskrit
texts in chinese and tibetan translations 22 sanskrit in japan 23 sanskrit in southeast
asia 24 search for shambhala and kalacakra by yuri and nicholas roerichs 25 hevajra
in buddhist literature imperial ceremonies and art 26 banner of peace 27 role of
suvarnaprabhasa sutra in the polity of east asia index prof shashibala is a research
scientist specialises in art and culture of asian countries she is a researcher at the
international academy of indian culture new delhi for the last thirty years and has also
worked as an adjunct faculty at the national museum institute new delhi for the last
fifteen years she has to her credit eight research projects and sixty articles presented
at various conferences or seminars held in india and abroad besides books published

in english and dutch languages

this interdisciplinary study on the development of buddhist art and architecture in china
from the early period till the ging dynasty is in a 8 11 format with 50 photo illustrations
the majority of which have never been shown or introduced to the western world this
book has been organized so that a brief biography of prince gautama later the buddha
is first presented followed by an explanation of the four noble beliefs and the eightfold

path which a buddhist must follow to reach the enlightenment and finally the nirvana

intended to inspire the devout and provide a focus for religious practice buddhist
artworks stand at the center of a great religious tradition that swept across asia during
the first millennia how to read buddhist art assembles fifty four masterpieces from the
met collection to explore how images of the buddha crossed linguistic and cultural
barriers and how they took on different yet remarkably consistent characteristics in
india pakistan afghanistan the himalayas china korea japan sri lanka thailand cambodia
and indonesia works highlighted in this rich concise overview include reliquaries
images of the buddha that attempt to capture his transcendence diverse bodhisattvas
who protect and help the devout on their personal path and representations of
important teachers the book offers the essential iconographic frameworks needed to

understand buddhist art and practice helping the reader to appreciate how artists gave
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form to subtle aspects of the teachings especially in the sublime expression of the
buddha himself

eminently readable and extremely meaningful the contributors tackle essential
questions about the relationship of art and life the book is also very timely offering a
way to approach buddhism through unexpected channels lynn gumpert director grey

art gallery new york university

this volume explores the relation of buddhism to greek cosmology its contacts with
west asia and parallels to christianity the interpretation in adibuddha as a theistic
concept has been elucidated buddhist period of classical afghanistan a new
identification of the colossi of bamiyan and the 108 symbols on the feet of the buddhas
are the way on the physical and divine planes several khotanese panels murals and
icons have been identified anew on the basis of the six annals of the kingdom in
tibetan the role of the suvarabhasa sutra in the polity of central asia and thence in east
asia has been discussed the lotus sutra was transmitted to china and japan and
became a dominant underpinning of their political and religious culture the mind ground
of east asian art is a general survey of the aesthetic principles evolved in this region
the walling up of the library cave of tun huang was due to a fundamentalist threat the
artistic journey of fourteen centuries of japanese buddhism is presented silent letters in
tibetan orthography and the ambulatory of the tabo cella are discussed buddhism in
mongolia gave a splendid art and rich literature to the people ajanta as the aesthesis of
beauty and beyond the thirtythree koti deities tantas as transcendence and
tumescence the cousin cultures of india and iran chandi sukuh as a political statement
the indonesian word candi as an architectural term identification of buddhist bronzes of
java and central asia as the path of sutras and not as the silk route and other studies
enrich our understanding of the art and thought polity and civilization of the countries of
asia this volume of 477 pages is a collection of the research papers of prof lokesh
chandra written over the last fifteen years on the evolution of buddhist thought and its
spread over vast areas of asia areas of interest buddhism history of art philosophy and
the general history of various countries india afghanistan iran central asia china japan

tibet mongolia cambodia indonesia and cultural globalism

features art works from the collection of buddhist art from the british museum paintings

drawings sculptures prints pottery manuscripts masks images and textiles
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the present book on the iconography of the buddhist sculpture of orissa utilizes the
author s expertise of orissan brahmanical art to develop a similar consistent and
reliable iconographic and stylistic evolution for the buddhist arts of orissa and its
adherence to or deviation from surviving textual icono graphic peculiarities there is little
doubt that orissa played a maijor role in the creation development and dissemination of
buddhist doctrines and concepts throughout india and the buddhist world particularly in
respect to vajrayana buddhism and the iconography of sculptural mandalas particular
emphasis in this book is placed on the reciprocal influence between brahmanical and
buddhist art in orissa both religions expanding at the same time in regard to the
proliferation of deities and their variant forms and each apparently competing with the

other for patronage and converts

it examines some of the buddhist underpinning of the qging view of rulership and shows
just how central images were in the carefully reasoned rhetoric the court directed
toward its buddhist allies in inner asia the multi lingual culturally fluid qing emperors put
an extraordinary range of visual styles into practice chinese tibetan nepalese and even

the european baroque brought to the court by jesuit artists

this book contributes to the history of religions and buddhist studies fields by focussing

on what is a far too frequently ignored aspect of religious experience visual images

over 180 color photographs from temples museums historical sites and private
collections enhance this attractive survey of the buddhist art of india central asia china
korea japan nepal tibet sri lanka burma myanmar indonesia cambodia thailand and
vietnam it presents the life story and teachings of sakyamuni buddha founder of
buddhism as shown in paintings sculptures and other works of art and explores the
major schools of buddhism theravada mahayana vajrayana zen and the styles and
characteristics of the buddhas bodhisattvas deities and other images seen in their art
everyone interested in buddhist art and its enduring significance will find this volume a
useful reference for the study and appreciation of the various gestures poses and

artistic elements seen in buddhist art through the ages

illustrations 247 b w illustrations description this book deals with crucial though
controversial questions in buddhist art the origin of the buddha image and the
iconography of the buddha images the earliest buddhist art of sanchi and bharhut is

aniconic the buddha is represented in symbols only in the later buddhist art of
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gandhara and mathura the buddha is represented in human form he is the principal
subject of sculptural art the book seeks to explore the geographical area in which the
image of the buddha first emerged and whether the buddhist doctrines hinayana or
mahayana had anything to do with this transformation the buddha image as developed
eventually at sarnath became the model for the buddha images in whole of asia south
east central and eastern asia the iconographic features of the buddha image are
superficially an aberration being in apparent conflict with the doctrine the buddha had
cut off his hair at the time of his renunciation the rules of the order enjoin that a monk
must be tonsured and must discard and eschew all riches however in his images the
buddha has hair on his head later he is also endowed with a crown and jewels after an
exhaustive examination of the views of various scholars the book answers these
questions and resolves the controversies on the basis of literary numismatic and
epigraphic sources more importantly it makes use of the valuable evidence from the
contemporaneous jaina art aniconism of early jaina art and the iconographic features
of jaina images the implications of this study are also important does india owe idolatry
to buddhism was this of foreign inspiration was the buddha image fashioned after the
vedic brahma and whether the buddha s usnisa and buddhist art motifs are rooted in
the vedic tradition the book is profusely illustrated and provides rich and stimulating

fare to students of indian art in general and of buddhist art in particular
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