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this classic text originally published in 1948 is a study of the public administration movement
from the viewpoint of political theory and the history of ideas it seeks to review and analyze the
theoretical element in administrative writings and to present the development of the public
administration movement as a chapter in the history of american political thought the objectives
of the administrative state are to assist  students of administration to view their subject in
historical perspective and to appraise the theoretical content of their literature it is also hoped
that  this  book  may  assist  students  of  american  culture  by  illuminating  an  important
development of the first half of the twentieth century it thus should serve political scientists
whose interests lie in the field of public administration or in the study of bureaucracy as a
political issue the public administrator interested in the philosophic background of his service
and the historian who seeks an understanding of major governmental developments this study
now with a new introduction by public policy and administration scholar hugh miller is based
upon the various books articles pamphlets reports and records that make up the literature of
public administration and documents the political response to the modern world that graham
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wallas named the great society it will be of lasting interest to students of political science
government and american history

the prevailing notion that the best government is achieved through principles of management
and business practices is hardly new it echoes the early twentieth century gospel of efficiency
challenged by dwight waldo in 1948 in his pathbreaking book the administrative state asking
efficiency for what waldo warned that public administrative efficiency must be backed by a
framework of consciously held democratic values revisiting waldo s administrative state brings
together a group of distinguished authors who critically explore public administration s big
ideas and issues and question whether contemporary efforts to reinvent government promote
privatization and develop new public management approaches constitute a coherent political
theory capable of meeting the complex challenges of governing in a democracy taking waldo s
book as a starting point the authors revisit and update his key concepts and consider their
applicability for today the book follows waldo s conceptual structure first probing the material
and ideological background of modern public administration problems of political philosophy
and finally particular challenges inherent in contemporary administrative reform it concludes
with a look ahead to wicked policy problems such as terrorism global warming and ecological
threats whose scope is so global and complex that they will defy any existing administrative
structures  and  values  calling  for  a  return  to  conscious  consideration  of  democratic
accountability fairness justice and transparency in government the book s conclusion assesses
the future direction of public administrative thought this book can stand alone as a commentary
on reconciling democratic values and governance today or as a companion when reading waldo
s classic volume

now in its third edition encyclopedia of public administration and public policy remains the
definitive source for article length presentations spanning the fields of public administration
and public policy it includes entries for budgeting bureaucracy conflict resolution countries and
regions court administration gender issues health care human resource management law local
government  methods  organization  performance  policy  areas  policy  making  process
procurement  state  government  theories  this  revamped  five  volume  edition  is  a
reconceptualization of the first edition by jack rabin it incorporates over 225 new entries and
over 100 revisions including a range of contributions and updates from the renowned academic
and practitioner leaders of today as well as the next generation of top scholars the entries
address topics in clear and coherent language and include references to additional sources for
further study

publisher description

from the early postwar period until his death at the turn of the century dwight waldo was one of
the most authoritative voices in the field of public administration through probing questions
creative ideas and novel insights he perhaps contributed more than any other single figure to
the development of public administration as a discipline in the mid 20th century from his
classic masterful debut the administrative state 1948 to his last published book the enterprise of
public administration 1980 in this new look at dwight waldo s writing richard stillman offers a
representative selection of waldo s most important works alongside introductory essays to help
a seasoned public administration scholar as well as the novice student alike appreciate and
comprehend waldo s remarkable contribution to this critical field of study selections have been
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chosen for their ability to speak to current and ongoing concerns of the field in the 21st century
as well as for their utility readability and importance this anthology provides new generations
of readers with a fresh look at the work of this prolific profoundly influential author while
offering both administrative scholars and practitioners renewed access to many of his hard to
find works this book will be required reading for all those interested in public administration as
a field of inquiry and practice

what is the relation between changes in states and the practice of public administration and
developments in the sciences of administration this work addresses this question by surveying
the development of administrative sciences in europe and the us

in this synthesis of political philosophy public administration and american history rohr seeks
to legitimize the administrative state in terms of constitutional principle he tries to show that
the fourth or administrative branch of government is compatible with the plans of the framers
both federalist and anti federalist of the u s constitution and of the bill of rights he argues that
the  combination  of  powers  in  administrative  agencies  does  not  violate  the  standard  of
separation of powers set forth in the federalist especially by james madison the higher reaches
of the career civil service fulfill the framers constitutional design by performing a balancing
function originally assigned to the senate and the career civil service en masse heals the defect
of inadequate representation in the federal constitution isbn 0 7006 0291 7 29 95

although the  two intertwined  at  first  the  contributions  of  these  settlement  women to  the
development of  the administrative state have been largely lost  as the new field of  public
administration evolved from the research bureaus  and diverged from social  work camilla
stivers now shows how public administration came to be dominated not just by science and
business but also by masculinity calling into question much that is taken for granted about the
profession and creating an alternative vision of public service

is democracy hazardous to the health of the environment

many of the basic issues of political science have been addressed by pluralist theory which
focuses on the competing interests of a democratic polity their organization and their influence
on policy andrew mcfarland shows that this approach still provides a promising foundation for
understanding the american political process

most american citizens are quick to criticize federal bureaucracy for its size and inefficiency
they assume it has exceeded the intent of our nation s founders yet men like james madison and
alexander hamilton knew that good public administrators were essential to good government
william  richardson  here  examines  the  origins  legitimacy  and  limitations  of  public
administration from the perspective of the founders thought he shows that these men especially
the  authors  of  the  federalist  advocated  an  energetic  public  administration  as  an  essential
component of  government and even considered the emergence of a  natural  aristocracy of
virtuous civil servants the founders would see the fault of today s federal bureaucracy argues
richardson not as much in its size as in the character of its members richardson relates the
founders  belief  that  the  nation  should  strive  to  produce  public  servants  committed  to
developing character traits such as wisdom and moderation that would exemplify the highest
ideals of the republic and thus ensure its survival they anticipated some self interest on the part
of administrators but believed it would be held in check by public opinion and the political
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process to test the success of the founders ideal richardson examines both the character of
administrators and the role of ethics in forming that character he explores the various plans for
educating public leaders throughout american history and looks at how attitudes toward public
administration have changed in this century from woodrow wilson s scientific ideal to recent
proposals to downsize government among other suggestions richardson advocates reforming
existing institutions  by emphasizing character  democracy bureaucracy and character  is  an
exercise in legitimizing public administration offering important insights into the founders
thoughts  that  can  be  applied  to  today  s  debate  over  government  bureaucracy  public
administration may be problematic by nature observes richardson but it is crucial to our form of
government through his analysis we can see that while bureaucracy and democracy have long
had an uneasy relationship neither can be effective unless we fully assess the place and purpose
of character in the american regime
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