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though one of the most popular genres for decades the western started to lose its relevance in the 1960s and 1970s and by the early 1980s it had ridden into the

sunset on screens both big and small the genre has enjoyed a resurgence however and in the past few decades some remarkable westerns have appeared on

television and in movie theaters from independent films to critically acclaimed hollywood productions and television series the western remains an important part of

american popular culture running the gamut from traditional to revisionist with settings ranging from the old west to the new wests of the present day and distant

future contemporary westerns continue to explore the history geography myths and legends of the american frontier in contemporary westerns film and television

since 1990 andrew p nelson has collected essays that examine the trends and transformations in this underexplored period in western film and television history

addressing the new western they argue for the continued relevance and vibrancy of the genre as a narrative form the book is organized into two sections old west

new stories examines westerns with common frontier locales such as dances with wolves unforgiven deadwood and true grit new wests old stories explores works in

which familiar western narratives characters and values are represented in more modern and in one case futuristic settings included are the films no country for old

men and there will be blood as well as the shows firefly and justified with a foreword by edward buscombe as well as an introduction that provides a comprehensive

overview this volume offers readers a compelling argument for the healthy survival of the western written for scholars as well as educated viewers contemporary

westerns explores the genre s evolving relationship with american culture history and politics

tracing the transnational influences of what has been known as a uniquely american genre the western susan kollin s captivating westerns analyzes key moments in

the history of multicultural encounters between the middle east and the american west in particular the book examines how experiences of contact and conflict have
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played a role in defining the western united states as a crucial american landscape kollin interprets the popular western as a powerful national narrative and presents

the cowboy hero as a captivating figure who upholds traditional american notions of freedom and promise not just in the region but across the globe captivating

westerns revisits popular uses of the western plot and cowboy hero in understanding american global power in the post 9 11 period although various attempts to

build a case for the war on terror have referenced this quintessential american region genre and hero they have largely overlooked the ways in which these

celebrated spaces icons and forms rather than being uniquely american are instead the result of numerous encounters with and influences from the middle east by

tracing this history of contact encounter and borrowing this study expands the scope of transnational studies of the cowboy and the western and in so doing

discloses the powerful and productive influence the middle east has had on the american west

what is the nature of the relationship between the hollywood western and american frontier mythology how have western films helped develop cultural and historical

perceptions attitudes and beliefs towards the frontier is there still a place for the genre in light of revisionist histories of the american west myth of the western re

invigorates the debate surrounding the relationship between the western and frontier mythology arguing for the importance of the genre s socio cultural historical and

political dimensions taking a number of critical theoretical and philosophical approaches matthew carter applies them to prominent forms of frontier historiography he

also considers the historiographic element of the western by exploring the different ways in which the genre has responded to the issues raised by the frontier carter

skilfully argues that the genre has and continues to reveal the complexities and contradictions at the heart of us society with its clear analyses of and intellectual

challenges to the film scholarship that has developed around the western over a 65 year period this book adds new depth to our understanding of specific film texts

and of the genre as a whole a welcome resource for students and scholars in both film studies and american studies

enabling power health and social care act 2012 s 86 3 issued 18 10 2013 made laid coming into force in accord with art 1 1 effect none territorial extent classification
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in this volume experienced and new college and university level teachers will find practical adaptable strategies for designing or updating courses in western

american literature and western studies teaching western american literature features the latest developments in western literary research and cultural studies as well

as pedagogical best practices in course development contributors provide practical models and suggestions for courses and assignments while presenting concrete

strategies for teaching works both inside and outside the canon in addition brady harrison and randi lynn tanglen have assembled insights from pioneering western

studies instructors with workable strategies and practical advice for translating this often complex material for classrooms from freshman writing courses to graduate

seminars teaching western american literature reflects the cutting edge of western american literary study featuring diverse approaches allied with women s gender

queer environmental disability and indigenous studies and providing instructors with entrée into classrooms of leading scholars in the field

when in 1902 owen wister a member of the eastern blueblood aristocracy and friend of novelist henry james became a best selling novelist with the publication of the

virginian few readers would have guessed that a new kind of american literature was being born while owen wister was enjoying his success edwin s porter in new

jersey was filming the first cinema western the great train robbery which would usher in a new era both of movies in general and of western movies in particular both

events would lead to a century of cultural fascination with stories of the old west the historical dictionary of westerns in literature tells the story of the western through

a chronology a bibliography an introductory essay and hundreds of cross referenced dictionary entries on authors such as owen wister zane grey max brand clarence

mulford ernest haycox luke short dorothy johnson louis l amour and cormac mccarthy

designed for the launch of the close up series filmmakers choices explores different areas of decision making within film production focusing on each in the analysis
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of a film the discussion of talk to her pedro almod var 2002 examines the detailed construction of point of view the account of lured douglas sirk 1947 is

simultaneously a reflection on narrative construction and a look at the creative possibilities of coincidence the pop song in film offers a series of detailed

interpretations of moments in films where the pop song adopts a decisive storytelling role the study focuses on both on screen musical performances and the use of

the song as a kind of musical voiceover reading buffy looks at joss whedon s acclaimed television series buffy the vampire slayer through a close reading approach

more usually applied to films the series is seen not just to create a richly detailed and satisfying fictional world but to be an abundant source of complex meanings

several aspects of buffy are examined its visual intelligence the playful sophistication of its narrative strategies and the interest the series takes in its relationship with

its many fans

in this manner bret harte s sentimental stories become gender bending experiments in which women assume male roles and even enjoy lesbian relationships owen

wister s the virginian is transmuted from a misogynistic diatribe into a complex meditation on the peculiarly american relation of violence to male identity and even

willa cather s death comes for the archbishop rather than the apotheosis of a religious leader becomes a somewhat standard version of the popular frontier story

offers a collection of 19 essays intended as a companion to a study of cooper this volume discusses the author across disciplines from language and literature to

american studies and history it provides paths to understanding cooper s literary biography and reveals the range of his oeuvre

in response to the escalating need for up to date information on writers contemporary authors new revision series brings researchers the most recent data on the

world s most popular authors these exciting and unique author profiles are essential to your holdings because sketches are entirely revised and up to date and

completely replace the original contemporary authors entries for your convenience a soft cover cumulative index is sent biannually while gale strives to replicate print
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content some content may not be available due to rights restrictions call your sales rep for details

by affirming the relativity of the american historical imagination political theorist michael j shapiro offers a powerful polemic against ethnocentric interpretations of

american culture and politics deforming american political thought analyzes issues that range from the nature of thomas jefferson s vision of an egalitarian nation to

the persistence of racial inequality shapiro demonstrates how history architecture film music literature and art are valuable resources that help us comprehend

several viewpoints of american political thought from the founding to the present exploring such diverse works as slave narratives contemporary films genre fiction

and blues and jazz music shapiro reveals that there have always been dissenting voices casting doubt on the moral purpose and exceptionalism of the american

mind this book will reinvigorate discussions about the essence of american political thought
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