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what are the conceptual and methodological challenges facing comparative politics today this informative
book discusses four main challenges that create stress for disciplinary reproduction and advancement while
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providing potential solutions in seven chapters the contributors cover the most pressing issues the dissolution
of the nation state as the main objective of inquiry the increasing complexity of concepts and methods the
capacity to accumulate knowledge and the tensions between parsimonious and contextually rich explanations
scholars and students of comparative politics international relations and political science will be interested in
the up to date overview of pertinent conceptual problems as well as the possible ways forward practitioners
and decision makers will find the real world examples provided in this book useful to their work

building on the strengths of the third edition this highly regarded textbook continues to provide the best
introduction to the strategies of comparative research in political science divided into three parts the book
begins by examining different methods applying these methods to dominant issues in comparative politics
using a wealth of topical examples from around the world and then discusses the new challenges in the area
this thoroughly revised and updated edition features additional contemporary case studies including the
democratisation of technology and the arab spring detailed discussion of regression analysis and diffusion
more analysis of justice inequality and compliance reflection on new methods and treatments of contemporary
comparative politics balancing reader friendly features with high quality analysis makes this popular academic
text is essential reading for everyone interested in comparative politics and research methods

written by a distinguished group of comparativists this innovative and accessible introductory text surveys 12
key countries organized according to their level of political development established democracies transitional
democracies and non democracies the country studies illuminate four comparative themes in a global context
the world of states examining the interaction of states within the international order governing the economy
covering the role of the state in economic management the democratic idea discussing the pressure for more
democracy and the challenges of democratization and the politics of collective identities studying the political
impact of diverse attachments and sources of group identity

addresses the increasing need of courses to focus on methodology teaching skills as well as knowledge makes
methodology more interesting by using lots of actual examples which allow students to get to grips with the
subject more easily first edition has established itself as a leading textbook with its new approach new chapter
on the topical subject of human rights

compact and jargon free this book focuses on the major issues and themes of comparative politics it limits its
focus to ten major countries so readers won t be overwhelmed by excessive details key topics democratization
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and globalization political issues and changes in developing countries alternative institutional frameworks the
effects  of  socioeconomic  cleavages non western cultures  and values  electoral  systems new directions  in
comparative research market  for  anyone wanting a readable introduction to comparative politics  and a
broader understanding of world politics

this book surveys 12 countries and compares their stance on civil liberties security political identity political
conflict and military policy among other issues

the book is written in a systematic clear and accessible style and provides an excellent introduction to the state
of democracy in contemporary postsocialist europe recommended for undergraduate graduate research and
faculty collections p rutland choice the euphoria evidenced in the aftermath of the collapse of communist
regimes  in  the  late  1980s  and  early  1990s  sometimes  conveyed  the  impression  that  the  process  of
democratization would be achieved without difficulty or tribulation this book sets out to provide a thorough
comparative analysis of the challenges which face the emerging democracies of central and eastern europe
and considers the impact of political change drawing heavily on available survey data the book provides an in
depth account  of  how the new democracies  of  central  and eastern europe have coped with four  major
challenges political fragmentation nationalism lack of respect for human rights and poorly developed civil
service systems the book demonstrates that although the first few years of the 1990s were marked by increasing
disenchantment with the new regimes the change of governments as a direct result of the electoral process
and the prospects for european integration have served to reverse this negative trend indeed the authors find
that the new political systems have managed to cope with the challenges so effectively that striking similarities
with western democracies are now apparent

this comprehensive text focuses on traditional issues and concepts in comparative politics using a unique
theme domestic responses to global challenges the author examines the growing interdependence among
strong and weak states and discusses 12 countries including the u s and the european community to help
students develop their skills of comparison synthesis and interpretation the author organized the text by
economic development

this updated text introduces students to the major challenges facing political systems as we approach the year
2000 the systems are grouped into three types the advanced liberal democracies the communist and post
communist nations and the developing nations nagle examines the performance records of these systems in



Political Parties Old Concepts And New Challenges Comparative Politics

4 Political Parties Old Concepts And New Challenges Comparative Politics

four areas economic growth social equality personal liberty and quality of life the fifth edition has a major
focus on transitions from communism to post communism it pays more attention to japan india and mexico as
examples and treats issues like ethnic conflict crisis in the welfare state and new world disorder nagle provides
the latest data available

contributed articles

provides a general framework for the study of modern political regimes d democratic authoritarian totalitarian
and  emphasizes  the  institutional  structure  within  these  regimes  and  their  cultural  and  socioeconomic
foundations

the effectiveness and capacity of survival of democratic regimes has been recently and widely questioned in
the public and political debate both democratic institutions and political actors are increasingly confronted
with  rapid  economic  and  societal  transformations  that  at  least  according  to  some  observers  and
commentators  they  not  seem  to  be  ready  or  equipped  to  manage  effectively  this  book  evaluates  and
challenges recent scholarly literature on the quality of democracy it provides a critical assessment of the
current state of the studies on the subject identifying the key questions and discussing open issues alternative
approaches  problems  and  future  developments  bringing  together  some  of  the  most  prominent  and
distinguished scholars who have developed and discussed the topic of the quality of democracy during the last
decade it  deals  with  a  highly  relevant  topic  in  political  science  and extremely  sensitive  subject  for  our
democratic societies this text will be of key interest to scholars of democracy and democratization and more
broadly to comparative politics electoral studies political theory power and comparative political institutions

beginning with an introduction to the field of comparative politics this clear and complete text moves on to
explore new innovative directions in the field leading scholar howard j wiarda explores its main approaches
including political development political culture dependency theory corporatism indigenous theories of change
state society relations rational choice and the new institutionalism wiarda addresses many hot issues in the
field can democracy and human rights be transplanted from one culture to another is civil society exportable
what works in the effort to develop the poorer nations and what doesn t where are we headed with such frontier
research issues as comparative environmental policy women s rights and gay rights the book concludes with a
stimulating discussion of whether the great systems debates of the past socialism vs capitalism democracy vs
authoritarianism are now over and points to some of the next important study and research frontiers students
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professors and general readers will all find comparative politics current provocative and well written a truly
balanced overview

this  text  combines theoretical  and comparative introductions to each of  the three major political  worlds
western  democracies  modern  autocracies  and  less  developed  systems  with  descriptions  of  structures
processes events and trends in a diverse array of nations
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