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we live in times of increasing public distrust of the main institutions of modern society
experts including scientists are suspected of working to hidden agendas or serving
vested interests the solution is usually seen as more public scrutiny and more control by
democratic institutions experts must be subservient to social and political life in this
book harry collins and robert evans take a radically different view they argue that rather
than democracies needing to be protected from science democratic societies need to
learn how to value science in this new age of uncertainty by emphasizing that science is

a moral enterprise guided by values that should matter to all they show how science can
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support democracy without destroying it and propose a new institution the owls that can
mediate between science and society and improve technological decision making for

the benefit of all

questions about the physical world the mind and technology in conversations that reveal
a rich seam of interacting ideas science today is more a process of collaboration than
moments of individual eurekas this book recreates that kind of synergy by offering a
series of interconnected dialogues with leading scientists who are asked to reflect on
key questions and concepts about the physical world technology and the mind these
thinkers offer both specific observations and broader comments about the intellectual
traditions that inform these questions doing so they reveal a rich seam of interacting
ideas the persistent paradox of our era is that in a world of unprecedented access to
information many of the most important questions remain unsolved these conversations
conducted by a veteran science writer adolfo plasencia reflect this with scientists
addressing such issues as intelligence consciousness global warming energy
technology matter the possibility of another earth changing the past and even the
philosophical curveball is the universe a hologram the dialogues discuss such
fascinating aspects of the physical world as the function of the quantum bit the
primordial cosmology of the universe and the wisdom of hewn stones they offer
optimistic but reasoned views of technology considering convergence culture algorithms
beauty truth the hacker ethic ai and other topics and they offer perspectives from a
range of disciplines on intelligence discussing subjects that include the neurophysiology
of the brain affective computing collaborative innovation and the wisdom of crowds
conversations with hal abelson ricardo baeza yates john perry barlow javier benedicto
josé bernabéu michail bletsas jose m carmena david casacuberta yung ho chang
ignacio cirac gianluigi colalucci avelino corma bernardo cuenca grau javier echeverria
josé hernandez orallo hiroshi ishii pablo jarillo herrero henry jenkins anne margulies
mario j molina tim o reilly john ochsendorf paul osterman alvaro pascual leone rosalind
w picard howard rheingold alejandro w rodriguez israel ruiz sara seager richard stallman

antonio torralba bebo white josé maria yturralde

although leo strauss published little on nietzsche his lectures and correspondence
demonstrate a deep critical engagement with nietzsche s thought one of the richest
contributions is a seminar on nietzsche s thus spoke zarathustra taught in 1959 during
strauss s tenure at the university of chicago in the lectures strauss draws important
parallels between nietzsche s most important project and his own ongoing efforts to
restore classical political philosophy with leo strauss on nietzsche s thus spoke
zarathustra eminent strauss scholar richard | velkley presents strauss s lectures on
zarathustra with superb annotations that bring context and clarity to the critical role
played by nietzsche in shaping strauss s thought in addition to the broad relationship
between nietzsche and political philosophy strauss adeptly guides readers through
heidegger s confrontations with nietzsche laying out heidegger s critique of nietzsche s
will to power while also showing how heidegger can be read as a foil for his own

reading of nietzsche the lectures also shed light on the relationship between heidegger
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and strauss as both philosophers saw nietzsche as a central figure for understanding

the crisis of philosophy and western civilization strauss s reading of nietzsche is one of

the important yet little appreciated philosophical inquiries of the past century both an

original interpretation of nietzsche s thought and a deep engagement with the core

problems that modernity posed for political philosophy it will be welcomed by anyone

interested in the work of either philosopher

the research textbook surveys the field for young hci researchers who are making their

way in the world of research
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