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International Labour Organisation

recounts through the examination of a selected number of situations the problems that the ilo

faced and faces

this book is the first comprehensive account of the international labour organization s 100 year
history at its heart is the concept of global social policy which encompasses not only social
policy in its national and international dimensions but also development policy world trade
international migration and human rights the book focuses on the ilo s roles as a key player in
debates on poverty social justice wealth distribution and social mobility subjects and as a
global forum for addressing these issues the study puts in perspective the manifold ways in
which the ilo has helped structure these debates and has made through its standard setting
technical cooperation and myriad other activities practical contributions to the world of work

and to global social policy

platform work the matching of the supply of and demand for paid labour through an online
platform often depends on workers who operate in a grey area between the archetype of an
employee and a self employed worker this important book explores the utility of the
international labour organization s existing standards in governing this phenomenon it
indicates that despite their relevance many standards have little or no impact the standards

apply to the issue but they fail to connect with it the author shows how three ilo conventions
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the home work convention 1996 no 177 the private employment agencies convention 1997 no
181 and the domestic workers convention 2011 no 189 can be revitalised to have an impact
on the platform work debate in the course of the analysis he responds in depth to such
questions as the following what are digital labour platforms what does decent work mean did
the ilo centenary fundamentally change anything what is the link between private employment
services and platform work how do crowdworkers relate to homeworkers and teleworkers are
platform workers engaged in domestic work what form could a future ilo standard on platform
work take given that the ilo plans to start discussions on a potential future standard for
platform work in 2022 this book will prove very useful in highlighting the issues and standards
that such discussions should consider research has shown that the techniques and tools of
the platform economy have spread far beyond gig work resulting in widespread gigification
and restructuring of workplace behaviours and relationships jobs and communities across the
world for this and other reasons including the book s detailed analysis of issues not
addressed elsewhere labour lawyers in house counsel researchers and policymakers will gain
valuable insight into what decent work in the platform economy would require thus greatly

broadening the discussion on this difficult to regulate phenomenon

the international labour organization ilo is broadening its agenda and carving out a role as a
key player in global economic policy making and this volume provides a succinct and
comprehensive guide to this important organization by charting the history and development of
the ilo and examining its key functions and structure the authors offer a clear and detailed
account of its work and provide an important discussion of the current criticisms and debates
that surround the organization the work moves on to discuss the position that the ilo takes in
our understanding of global governance and seeks to evaluate the impact of emerging issues
such as the global economic crisis and critically examines the future direction of the
organization this fresh and accessible account of the international labour organization provides

an excellent understanding of its purpose and structure and will be of interest to all students
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of international politics international organizations and international political economy

the international labour organization was created in 1919 as part of the treaty of versailles that
ended the first world war to reflect the belief that universal and lasting peace can be
accomplished only if it is based on social justice as the oldest organisation in the un system
approaching its 100th anniversary in 2019 the ilo faces unprecedented strains and challenges
since before the financial crisis the global economy has tested the limits of a regulatory
regime which was conceived in 1919 the organisation s founders only entrusted it with
balancing social progress with the constraints of an interconnected open economy but
gambled almost entirely on tools of persuasion to ensure that this would happen whether that
gamble is still capable of paying off is the subject of this book by a former ilo insider with an
unrivalled knowledge of its work the book forms part of a broader inquiry into the relevance of
founding institutional principles to today s context and strives to show that the bet made on
persuasion may yet pay off in part the text argues that there may be little alternative anyway
showing that the pathways to more binding solutions are fraught with difficulty it also shows
the ilo s considerable future potential for promoting effective universal regulations by
extending its tools of persuasion in as yet insufficiently explored directions starting with an
examination of how the organisation s institutional context differs from 93 years ago the
author goes on to evaluate the prospects of numerous proposals put forward today including
the trade labour linkage but going beyond this as a case study in how strategic choices can
be made under legal social and institutional constraints the book should be valuable not only
to those with an interest in the ilo but to anyone who studies international organisation labour

law law and society or political economy

this open access book explores the role of the ilo international labour organization in building
global social governance from multiple and mutually complementary perspectives it explores

the impact of this un s oldest agency founded in 1919 on the transforming world of work in a
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global setting providing insights into the unique history and functions of the ilo as an
organization and the evolution of workers rights through international labour standards
stemming from its regulatory mechanism the book examines the persistent dilemma of
balancing the benefits of globalization with the protection of workers it critically assesses the
challenges that emerge when international labour standards are implemented and enforced in
highly diverse regulatory frameworks in international regional national and local contexts the
book also identifies feasible ways to achieve more inclusive labour protection putting into
perspective the tension between the economic and the social in the ilo s second century of
operation it includes reflections on the work of the ilo world commission on the social
dimension of globalisation by tarja halonen who as president of finland co chaired the
commission with benjamin william mkapa president of tanzania written by distinguished
experts and scholars in the fields of international labour law and international law the book
provides an insightful and in depth analysis of the role of the ilo as an international
organization devoted to decent work and social justice it also sheds light on tripartism and its
particular role in the work of the ilo examining the challenges that a profoundly changing
working life presents in terms of labour protection and social justice and examining the
transnational dimension of labour law lastly the book includes a postscript by nobel economics

laureate professor joseph e stiglitz

based on the case of the ilo both as an actor and driver of international social policy this
collection explores the internationalization process of social rights in a number of national and
international contexts this collection brings together a variety of new scholarship by a group of

highly qualified and internationally renowned scholars

founded in 1919 the international labour organization ilo became the first specialized agency
of the united nations in 1946 i t brings together representatives of governments employers

and workers to jointly shape policies and programmes s to advance opportunities for women
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and men to obtain decent and productive work in conditions of freedom equity security and

human dignity from the scout report copyright internet scout 1994 2010 scout wisc edu

vol 1 apr 1919 aug 1920 published 1923 is a collection of documents relating to the history
and activities of the international labor organization from its initiation in the commission on
international labour legislation appointed by the peace conference in january 1919 to the

second session of the conference held at genoa in june july 1920 pref note v 1

provides brief information about the history and structure of the ilo its standard setting function

and activities in the fields of technical co operation information and research

an innovative diplomatic and intellectual history of decolonization post colonial nation building
and international human rights and development discourses this study of the role of the ilo
during 1940 70 opens up new perspectives on the significance of international organisations

as actors in the history of the 20th century

this timely research review provides a comprehensive discussion of seminal articles analyzing
and debating current key topics in the field of international labour law in particular the review
focuses on the central role of the international labour organization ilo in the adoption and
enforcement of labour standards as well as the normative content of ilo conventions forming
the basis for the ilo declaration on fundamental principles and rights at work professor fick
also pinpoints important articles which critically consider non ilo mechanisms for enforcing
labour standards assessing their effectiveness and practicality as well as scholarship reflecting
on the future of international labour law and how it is impacted by the ilo declaration the
dialogue on human rights and changes in the nature of the labour market in a global

economic system

derived from the renowned multi volume international encyclopaedia of laws this practical

analysis of the structure competence and management of international labour organization ilo
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provides substantial and readily accessible information for lawyers academics and
policymakers likely to have dealings with its activities and data no other book gives such a
clear uncomplicated description of the organizationand s role its rules and how they are
applied its place in the framework of international law or its relations with other organizations
the monograph proceeds logically from the organizationand s genesis and historical
development to the structure of its membership its various organs and their mandates its role
in intergovernmental cooperation and its interaction with decisions taken at the national level
its competence its financial management and the nature and applicability of its data and
publications are fully described systematic in presentation this valuable time saving resource
offers the quickest easiest way to acquire a sound understanding of the workings of
international labour organization ilo for all interested parties students and teachers of
international law will find it especially valuable as an essential component of the rapidly

growing and changing global legal milieu
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